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LETTERS 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


The creative class and tech don't 
go together: How dare he call himself 
“the creative class” when his “band” 
plays covers, primarily, and his real job 
is owning a tech firm [“Here’s What a 


Successful Indie Band Makes On 
Tour,” Emma Silvers, All Shook 
Down, 11/25]! And yeah, how 
someone can make $100k+ and 
wind up losing money is beyond 


CALLING ALL 
JOURNALISM 
STUDENTS! 


Were looking for spring interns 
who have some news writing ex- 
perience (school newspapers 


count!) and are eager to tackle any 


story challenge. The deadline for 
submitting is Dec. 31, and intern- 
ships start mid-January; please 
note what sections you would like 
to write for. Please send your ré- 
sumé, clips, and cover letter to 
Mollie.McWilliams@sfweekly. 
com. All interns will need to pro- 
vide proof of school credit upon 
acceptance of an internship with 
SF Weekly. 


me. 


John B. 


Protecting homeless victims 
from random attacks needs to 
be a priority: How about giving 
them a place to sleep so they don’t 
get killed or attacked while they are 
asleep [“Three People Murdered in 
San Francisco Yesterday,’ Erin 
Sherbert, The Snitch, 11/25]? The 
excuse that shelters are full should 
not be used. Can't they just get 
some sleep without being hurt? 


Oldfart 


Reader wonders how people 
could afford to be slapped in 
the face: This place was open for 
two years [“Face-Slapping Business 
Shutters in San Francisco,’ Erin 
Sherbert, The Snitch 11/25]! With 
all the worthy things that people 
could spend their money on, and 
they pay for this!? So many people 


“Can't they just get some sleep without being hurt?” 


OLDFART COMMENTING ON “THREE PEOPLE MURDERED IN SAN FRANCISCO YESTERDAY” 


struggle to make ends meet in the City Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 
and then there are these a-holes who 
throw their money away on this. The 
only bigger a-holes are the greedy 
vultures asking money for it. 


David S. 


CORRECTION 


In last week’s article “Holiday Spirits” 
[feature, 11/26] we misidentified the 
coffee Mosswood Distillers use in its 
Mosswood barrel-aged. It uses Four 
Barrel Coffee. SF Weekly regrets the 
error. 


LETTERS POLICY 

We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 


MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 
835 Market Street, Suite 550 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: ///-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 





reas, 


Jessica Christian 


SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's. 
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customized Nutcracker experiences 
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SAN FRANCISCO BALLET IN TOMASSON'S NUTCRACKER (© ERIK TOMASSON) 
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Dog Day Development 





Debate over proposed residential towers veers into the gutter. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


San Francisco does an awful lot 
to accommodate its dogs. A hearing 
convened a decade ago to debate the 
plight of city mutts was, in the memory 
of several elected officials, the most 
well-attended government gathering 
they'd ever seen. “Not homeless policy, 
not tax policy, not public safety: dogs 
on-leash or off-leash,” said one, still 
amazed all these years later. 

So, again, this city is accommo- 
dating its dogs. But is it ready to 
accommodate what dogs, inevitably, 
leave behind? 

During debate over the proposed 
5M project, which could erect 1,200 
or more residential units via a series 
of high-rises on the current SOMA 
site of the Chronicle building, the 
question of how to mitigate the influx 
of dogs — and their excrement — 
was broached. Planning Commission- 
er Mike Antonini was dismissive of 
this concern, leading to, perhaps, 
this city’s first dogshit analysis. 

“Commissioner Antonini’s 
remark ... that dog 
waste ‘is not worth 
evaluating in an 
[Environmental 
Impact Report]’ 
could not have 
been more 
blind to real 
life envi- 
ronmental 
impacts of _ 
new develop- “Sip 
ment,’ reads the . 
Nov. 21 letter to the 
Planning Commission from 
the Yerba Buena Neighborhood 





Consortium. “Perhaps when he ‘steps 
in it’ someday he may reconsider.” 
What follows is a detailed pre- 
diction of how much dog waste may 
soon befoul SOMA depending 
upon three different development 
scenarios. Assuming 10 percent of 
residents in the forthcoming tow- 
ers have dogs — “based on other 
typical large SOMA projects” per 
the letter — and figuring the av- 
erage dog produces three-quar- 
ters of a pound of feces per 
day — an amount postulated 
by Dr. Stanley Coren in Psy- 
chology Today and confirmed 
to SF Weekly by animal care 
and control profession- 
als as reasonable — Le 
neighborhood Kb oe” 
dwellers | 


could be 


sidestepping between 10 and 16.5 
tons of dogshit per year. 


Charts were included. 

Well, that sounds like an environ- 
mental impact of sorts. It 
is not, however, the sort 
of thing examined in an 





































Environmental Impact Report. Vik- 
toriya Wise, a deputy environmental 
review officer with the Planning 
Department, confirms that 17 “en- 
vironmental factors” are addressed 
within a typical EIR; they range from 
“aesthetics” to “wind and shadow” 
to “noise.” The “biological resources” 
section could, she says, be used to 
evaluate a project’s impact on native 
species. It could not, in her estima- 
tion, apply to dogs or excrement or 
dog excrement. That’s just not the 
kind of thing that’s covered in an 
EIR. “In my experience, we have 
not specifically discussed in our 
environmental review reports is- 


sues around dog waste,’ she tells 


SF Weekly after being assured 
we weren't prank-calling her 
from a local radio station. 
“And I do not foresee it.” 

She did add, however, 
that the specter of 16.5 
tons of feces inundating 
SOMA is “a legitimate 
concern.” 
And, on this at least, ev- 
eryone can agree. 


Blech Friday 


Turkeys exact revenge 
onthe plumbing of their 
devourers. 


The magical combination 
of booze and electric carving uten- 
sils leads to a unique subset of 
Thanksgiving Day emergency 
room visitors. 

And what Thanksgiving is for 
humans, the day after Thanksgiv- 
ing is for your plumbing system, 
per the international plumbing 
outfit Mr. Rooter. 

That company recently dis- 
seminated an email titled “Tur- 
keys Wreak Havoc on Plumbing.” 
Praised be, this was not a missive 
about overconsumption and 
beleaguered toilets. Rather, the 
plumbing giant claims a nearly 
50 percent Black Friday spike 
in calls largely due to turkey de- 
tritus being crammed down the 
garbage disposal. 

Local apartment managers and 
plumbers couldn’t confirm this 
50 percent figure, reminiscent of 
apocryphal tales about increased 
domestic violence and nationwide 
synchronized toilet-flushings on 
Super Bowl Sunday. But a quick 
call to the city’s Department of 
the Environment adds insult 
to San Franciscans who injured 
their plumbing system by feeding 
remnants of a beagle-sized animal 
down the drain. 

Composting is mandatory in 
this city. So you might as well 
Set 

Department spokesman 
Guillermo Rodriguez confirms 
that any bones — cooked or 
raw — can be tossed in the green 
bin “along with that casserole 
nobody really liked.” 

The aftermath of an electric 
carving utensil mishap, however, 
is not compostable. 

“Bloody napkins,” says Rodri- 
guez, are probably hazardous 
waste.” JE 





hotel taxes from Airbnb and other 








A Model City 


San Jose proves, once again, 
itis to efficiency what San 
Francisco is to attractiveness. 


San Jose doesn’t possess the 
mixed blessing of San Francisco's ethe- 
real beauty. People will flock to the City 
by the Bay no matter how expensive life 
here grows and no matter how poorly 
this place is governed. New marks are 
being set each day in both categories. 
San Jose, meanwhile, actually has 
to get things done from time to time. 
And so, when our neighbor to the 
south decided it wanted to collect 


“homesharing” services, the business 
of crafting legislation fell not to an 
elected politician but to San Jose’s 
appointed, apolitical City Attorney and 
City Manager’s bureaus; the resultant 
ordinance will be heard by the city 
council next week. 

“We'd like to collect as much money 
as we can. We have places we'd like to 
spend it,’ explains San Jose Mayor 
Chuck Reed. The outgoing mayor says 
he wasn’t contacted by homesharing 
companies and, to the best of his 
knowledge, neither were any of the 
ordinance’s crafters nor the city coun- 
cillors who'll vote on it. San Jose’s 
prospective regulation, then, appears 


to have been created without influence 
from those it purports to regulate. 

That’s a markedly different scenario 
than here in San Francisco. Mayor Ed 
Lee, whose preferred financier Ron 
Conway is a major early investor in 
Airbnb, in 2012 urged Treasurer Jose 
Cisneros to not collect hotel tax on 
Airbnb and its ilk. 

San Francisco’s ordinance regu- 
lating Airbnb et al. comes with the 
proviso that no unit can be offered 
up as a short-term rental more than 
90 days of the year when its resident 
is absent or 275 days when that res- 
ident is present. How to determine 
the whereabouts of a unit’s residents, 
however, is unknown; Supervisor Jane 


Kim joked that ankle monitors may be 
required. This renders the city’s ordi- 
nance unenforceable, gripe its critics 
(among them Planning Department 
officials charged with enforcing it). 
They pushed for a strict, 90-day yearly 
limit on any one unit — which would, 
theoretically, be enforceable. 

Well, that’s in the ordinance craft- 
ed by San Jose’s functionaries, who 
ostensibly strive to write enforceable 
laws. Opponents of San Francisco’s 
legislation confirm that San Jose’s 
looks a lot like what they hoped to 
achieve here. 

San Francisco’s legislation, howev- 
er, looks a lot like what other people 
hoped to achieve. In this city, the 


mayor's pal Conway and Reid Hoff- 
man, another early Airbnb investor, 
dumped some $750,000 into an 
independent expenditure committee 
attacking Assembly candidate David 
Campos — the opponent of David 
Chiu, who wrote the ordinance legit- 
imizing their business venture. City 
discontents have latched onto that 
ordinance as a potential wedge issue 
leading into next year’s mayoral race; 
they've rolled out a slick website 
(respectsf.com) and a potential com- 
peting 2015 ballot measure. 

San Francisco, as ever, is long on 
politics. San Jose will have to content 
itself with homesharing regulations 
that actually regulate homesharing. JE 
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ETS snoorery 


Really Good Listeners 


San Francisco police could be driving around collecting cellphone data from anybody 


with acall to make or acat video to send. 


By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 


At the bottom of shallow wa- 
ters, the smooth sand trembles as a 
stingray flutters its fins, emerging. The 
predator uses specialized senses to scan 
for the faint electric pulses of potential 
food. 

All life emits these weak electric 
fields, like ripples from a pebble 
dropped in water. An errant shrimp 
wriggles. Electricity surges. Receptors 
tingle. 

Stingray dinner time. 

This animal story is much the same 
as one that plays out in San Francisco 
streets as the San Francisco Police 
Department allegedly employs contro- 
versial new surveillance technology to 
pin down crooks. 

The “StingRay” is a mobile cell- 
phone tracker small enough to be put 
in a van and driven around to detect 
errant cellphone signals — ostensibly 
the signals of crooks. The ACLU claims 
that the SFPD has a StingRay device, 
and the organization is concerned po- 
lice are swallowing up private citizens’ 
data in the name of catching criminals. 

But confirming the SFPD has a 
StingRay is not easy; the cops won't 
say, but there are many documents out 
there that indicate the SFPD has one 
— or at least is trying to get one. 

Government grant documents 
show the SFPD asked for money to ob- 
tain a StingRay, which costs between 
$60,000 and $130,000 depending 
on the make and model, and was ap- 
proved to buy it. In its own application 
for the device, the San Jose Police 
Department said point-blank that the 
SFPD has a StingRay. 

Though the SFPD remains tight- 
lipped, it might be forced to reveal to 
the public if it has the device and how 
it’s using it should new legislation pass 
through the Board of Supervisors. 


Two weeks ago, Supervisor John 
Avalos told reporters at a press confer- 
ence that he has plans to draft legisla- 
tion requiring city agencies to develop 
best practice policies around surveil- 
lance technology. 

The legislation will say that if you’re 
part of San Francisco government and 
you re spying for whatever reason, 
youd better have a tight legal frame- 
work to tell the public how, why, and 
when you're snooping, and who you're 
snooping on. Avalos’ legislation isn’t 
yet complete, but may also call for a 
public process to discuss the pros and 
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cons of using surveillance technology 
in general. 

Government spying is often seen 
through a federal lens. Surely it’s the 
National Security Agency that we need 
to worry about, not the local cops, 
right? On the steps of City Hall in early 
November, American Civil Liberties 
Union experts put that idea to rest. 

Data is being scooped up by local 
police, and it often finds its way into 
the hands of the feds anyway, Nicole 
Ozer, the technology policy director at 
ACLU NorCal, tells SF Weekly. 

“Data,” she says, “doesn’t stay local.” 

The SFPD, and other city agencies, 
already employ a lot of surveillance. 
Shotspotters record gunshots in our 
neighborhoods, license plate scanners 
track our driving habits. Even Muni 
has cameras in our stations and on our 
buses. Soon, cameras in transit hubs 
may scan passengers’ faces and analyze 
their body movements with behavioral 
analy-sis technologies, according to 
the San Francisco Municipal Trans- 
portation Agency, which is negotiating 
grants to purchase such technology. 

The FBI will soak up all that data 
like a sponge, the ACLU claims. 

But the most controversial of those 
surveillance technologies is what are 
called “cell-site catchers” or “Interna- 
tional Mobile Subscriber Identity catch- 
ers, of which the StingRay is a popular 
brand, the Kleenex of domestic spying. 

Catching information is its special- 
ty, and therein lies the problem, critics 
say. It catches too much information. 


When the StingRay is hooked into a 
police van, it begins its search for an al- 
leged criminal’s phone. But any cell- 
phones sending signals to nearby 
towers are automatically rerouted 
through the device. So yes, the cops see 
your cat videos. Like a net trawling 
through the ocean, it captures every- 
thing: text messages, voice call history, 
emails, GPS data, and more. 

Criminal or innocent, prey or pass- 
erby, the police now have information 
about you that you didn’t want to 
give them. 

For this reason, “StingRays are 
highly intrusive cellphone invasion 
technologies,” says Linda Lye, staff 
attorney with the ACLU NorCal. 

The Fourth Amendment, she notes, 
protects against unreasonable search 
and seizure. 

“We wouldn't tolerate it if the gov- 
ernment went through every apart- 
ment in an apartment complex to find 





one potential criminal,” Lye 
says. “That affects the 50 
other people in the build- 
ing. That’s exactly what a 
StingRay does.” 

Sifting through the data 
of passersby, police eventu- 
ally locate the alleged crook’s 
cellphone via its unique 
numeric identifier. They can 
trace his or her GPS posi- 
tion inside an apartment 
to within 9 feet. Then the 
cops catch their prey. 

News reports show 
nine police districts 
statewide may employ 
StingRay, from Sacra- 
mento and Oakland to 
Los Angeles. The ACLU 
also obtained records 
of arrests in Oakland 
using the device. 

Journalists have long 
tried to figure out wheth- 
er their own local police 
are using StingRays. In 
S.F’s case, there are hints 
that the SFPD has the 
technology. 

Records from the San 
Francisco Department of 
Emergency Management show 
in 2009 the SFPD applied for 
a grant to purchase StingRay 
equipment. They were awarded 
the money, though Emergency Man- 
agement Spokesman Francis Zamora 
could not find additional documents 
to confirm the department actually 
followed through with spending it. 
(He attributed the lost documentation 
to a turnover in filing staff.) 

The SFPD, for its part, isn’t telling. 

“It’s certainly understandable as 
with any new technology there could 
be abuse, therefore we adopt policy, 
procedures, etc., with any new tech- 
nology,’ SFPD spokesman Albie Espar- 
za writes to SF Weekly. 

“Our Chief supports transparency 
in the Department,” he adds. 

But, in the very next paragraph, 
he illustrates the limits of that phi- 
losophy: “As for StingRay, we are not 
able to discuss this. We are not able to 
confirm or deny the existence or use 
of StingRay technology.” 


Along with the ACLU, journalists 
nationwide are pressing the FBI for 
more information about StingRay use at 
the local level. In response to a request 
from tech site Ars Technica, FBI Super- 
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visory Special Agent 
Chief Bradley Morrison 
penned a stern four-page 
note detailing the impor- | 
tance of StingRay to national security. 

Morrison argued that if a single 
detail of StingRay was released about 
its presence, its use, even its very 
existence, terrorism surveillance 
nationally would be threatened. (It’s 
worth noting that although the NSA 
says StingRay is a way to track ter- 
rorists in cities, local police agencies 
like Oakland say they use it mainly for 
drug busts.) 

“Criminal defendants will gain 
valuable intelligence,” he wrote. Par- 
ticularly, “non-U.S. citizens” would 
benefit from news reports about the 
operation of the device. 

Secrecy is so important, Morrison 
explained, that any unauthorized dis- 
closure of StingRay is a felony punish- 
able by up to 20 years imprisonment 
and up to $1 million per occurrence. 
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But buried amid the legalese was 
an admission that local police with 
StingRay technology are required to 
sign a nondisclosure agreement with 
the FBI. 

Perhaps that explains the SFPD’s 
caginess on the subject. But with 
Avalos’ proposed legislation, an NDA 
might be at odds with the new ordi- 
nance requiring public process and 
disclosure. 

That could mean local and federal 
agencies might find themselves in 
conflict. The City Attorney’s Office 
wouldn’t comment on this, but the 
ACLU’s Lye believes the SFPD would 
be legally compelled to explain to the 
public if and how it uses StingRay. 

The FBI then would have a choice: 
allow the SFPD to use the technology 
without the gag order, or be forced to 
take away the SFPD’s surveillance toy. 

The legal struggle may force the 
stingray to emerge from the sand, 
whether it wants to or not. 


Joe@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci WHAT NOT TO ASK GHOSTS 


Back in the Afterlife Again 


San Francisco ghost hunters deploy high-tech gadgetry, but ghosts remain elusive. 


By Rachel Swan 


Tommy Netzband’s obsession 
with ghosts dates back to the day he 
drowned in a bathtub at age 5 or 6. He re- 
members being on the ceiling and gazing 
down at his body submerged in the water, 
until his sister rushed in to pull him out. 

“Then I was back in my body,” Netz- 
band says, adding that he’s tried to 
relocate that liminal, near-death space 
ever since. “It’s been my life’s quest.” 

Today, Netzband holds a desk job at 
a nonprofit and moonlights as a ghost 
hunter. He leads weekly walking tours 
through haunted pockets of Haight 
Ashbury, and occasionally hires himself 
out for ghost-themed birthday parties 
for 13-year-old girls. Most important- 
ly, he presides over the San Francisco 
Ghost Society, a 10-year-old organiza- 
tion that leads paranormal teams into 
the spookiest buildings in San Fran- 
cisco. The idea is to sniff out the old 
specters that might still be lingering in 
basements or attics or old freight eleva- 
tors, and see if they’re willing to talk. 

That’s often a dicey proposition. 
Most neophytes who join the inves- 
tigations don’t experience anything, 
Netzband says, and even the seasoned 
ghost whisperers often grasp at tiny, 
fleeting signals — the shadowy figure 
that flickers into a cellphone picture, or 
an inexplicable draft in the corner. Such 
abnormalities all became freighted with 
meaning during a recent Ghost Society 
tour of the Odd Fellows building on 
Seventh and Market streets, where 
amateur sleuths used electromagnetic 
field readers, all-spectrum cameras, and 
old-fashioned seances to communicate 
with the dead. 

Ghost hunting, like so many other 
San Francisco subcultures, has become 
both entrepreneurial and high-tech. 
While the rest of the country marvels 
at paranormal reality shows that milk 
the afterlife for entertainment value, 
members of San Francisco Ghost 
Society pride themselves on being 
gumshoe sleuths and evidence-gather- 
ers. Netzband, who describes himself 
as an “open skeptic,” prepares for the 
night’s ghost hunt by unveiling a large 
messenger bag into which he’s piled 
all the latest ghost gadgetry: a K2 
electromagnetic field reader; an Ovilus 
III, which uses an algorithm to convert 
environmental readings into words; 
an Xcam SLS “structured light sensor” 
camera provided by the society’s di- 
rectors of technology. (It uses thermal 
temperature, light frequency, and 
ultrasonic distance sensors to detect 
ethereal forms.) 
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“It’s a rare treat to see one of these 
cameras, Netzband says, beaming. 
“There are only 30 in existence.” Two 
of them are at the Odd Fellows ghost 
hunt. 

Despite the fact that members of SF 
Ghost Society have managed to infuse 
science and technology into the ancient 
practice of otherworldly communica- 
tion, there’s still no getting around the 
“otherwordly” aspect. At the end of the 
day, a ghost hunter’s job is to hunt for 
ghosts. Access to whiz-bang gadgetry 
is much less important than an ardent 
belief in the supernatural. 

And whether or not you believe, 
there’s a good chance you won't en- 
counter any spirits on your first hunt. 
In fact, Netzband says, that’s what hap- 
pens about 90 percent of the time. It 
takes a while to build up a good eye for 
spectral presences, much less a ghost 
rapport. Oftentimes, a ghost might 
hover over a ghost conference, but re- 
fuse to participate. 

That’s what seems to happen at the 
Odd Fellows tour, during which a dis- 
embodied head materializes on a cell- 
phone photo snapped in the club room, 
and one section of wall in the basement 
feels inexplicably cold. Ghosts seem 
to be wandering about everywhere, 
tiptoeing along floors or slinking into 
camera frames, but most efforts to en- 
gage them are fruitless. 

Perhaps that’s understandable. 
Years after shuffling off the mortal 
coil, a ghost might grow weary of long 
cross-examinations. Or of only talking 
to ghost enthusiasts. 


“How would you feel if you were 
dead, and everyone kept asking if you 
were dead?” ghost investigator Anthony 
Anderson posits to a group of hunters 
assembled in the Odd Fellows base- 
ment. “That would get old very fast.” 

Anderson isn’t one for aimless 
cross-examinations. After gathering the 
group for an EVP session — a séance 
in which participants use recorders to 
capture voices (called “electronic voice 
phenomena”) that they can’t hear with 
naked ears — he offers a short, helpful 
primer: Ask the ghost for something 
concrete, he advises. Get it to say its 
name. Tell it to touch the green light 
on one of the group’s electromagnetic 
field detectors, and turn the light red. 
Tap the opening line of “Shave and a 
Haircut” on a wood table, and have the 
ghost knock out the last two beats. (An- 
derson tries it — no dice.) 

This particular group of hunters 
qualifies as “expert” by Ghost Society 
standards, and includes a medium 
named Verna Wilson, along with 
several people who'd brought their 
own ghost-finding devices. Some tote 
thermal meters and cellphones; others 
sit down and squinch their eyes in stub- 
born concentration. Anderson pulls out 
a stuffed horse with a recorder inside, 
and sits it on a table. 

“You leave this in a room,’ he ex- 
plains. “And then if it starts to talk [by 
itself], you know something was talking 
to it.” 

But even the stuffed horse fails 
to entice our phantasmal brethren. 
Netzband, nonetheless, seems unfazed. 


Mike Hendrickson 


Tommy Netzband drowned once 
and now seeks those who can 
relate. 


“One of the biggest challenges in ghost 
hunting is you can’t bring the ghosts 
out on command,” he explains. “It just 
doesn’t happen that way.” 

And the various attendees don’t 
seem disenchanted, either. A 29-year- 
old office clerk named Nicole Hyee says 
she came out of curiosity; a Las Positas 
College student named Evan Elias says 
he got into paranormal TV shows a few 
years ago, and took part in a couple of 
ghost hunts with a similar society in 
Hayward. Others confess to being titil- 
lated by the afterlife, if not obsessed. 

For stalwarts like Netzband, though, 
it’s a lifelong calling. He launched the 
Ghost Society 10 years ago because he’d 
already been investigating haunted hous- 
es on his own; since then, he’s attended 
countless national conferences, presided 
over paranormal-themed coffee klatch- 
es, and assembled a sprawling email 
network that he calls the RIPList (“RIP” 
stands for “Really Important People’). 
Outside his day job, much of Netzband’s 
life revolves around the underground 
paranormal community, and around his 
long-held preoccupation with the out-of- 
body experience he had as a kid. 

It’s amoment he’s considered over 
and over, and one he may never revisit. 
No high-tech paranormal machine can 
get him there. But maybe no ghost can, 
either. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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ETT} S.F. MOVES SLOWLY TO SORT OUT ITS DRUG PROBLEMS 


Slow Burn 


What happens when govern- 
ment moves too slowly for its people? In 
some places, you might get a protest ora 
riot, or even a ballot initiative. 

In San Francisco, you get a box filled 
with used needles nailed to a tree. 

Civic Center is the Beaux Arts meet- 
ing place for some of the city’s roughly 
16,000 intravenous drug users, many 
who sleep in the nearby Tenderloin and 
shower in the restrooms at the Main 
Library. 

To better service their needs, an 
anonymous activist nailed a red plastic 
box with a biohazard warning sticker on 
one of the trees outside the Bill Graham 
Auditorium. It’s a drop-box for used 
hypodermic needles, complete with lit- 
erature on HIV/AIDS protection. 

The box, which was first noticed by 
gadfly blogger Michael Petrelis, sends a 
message. 

The message isn’t that there’s not 
enough drop-boxes for the 2.4 million 
needles passed out annually at city-sanc- 
tioned needle exchanges (though 
with just five city-sanctioned needle 
drop-boxes, there probably aren’t). The 
message is that San Francisco still has 
a bad drug problem. And despite loads 
of reports, reams of data, and enough 
anecdotes for a lifetime of drugged-out 


bs 
P 
G 


Herb Caen columns showing the city 
needs to do something about drugs on 
the streets, San Francisco is having trou- 
ble taking the steps toward progress. 

In April 2012, the city did what any 
bureaucracy does best when confronted 
with an intractable problem: It convened 
a meeting. 

For hours, the city’s Human Rights 
Commission listened to hundreds of 
people — activists and attorneys, ex- 
perts and professors, dope fiends and 
doctors — offer testimony on what’s 
wrong with the city’s approach to the 
drug problem. Then they offered solu- 
tions on how to fix it. 

Fast forward 30 months. On Election 
Day last month, the Human Rights 
Commission finally issued a report ... 
which did nothing more than document 
what went on at the 2012 meeting. 

Drug activists were expecting to get 
a lot more out of that report than just 
meeting minutes, especially after so 
much time had passed. They wanted full 
“findings” and calls for action issued to 
key players, including police, prosecu- 
tors, and public health officials. 

What’s more, the meeting report was 
so late that some of the “community 
findings” noted in the 29-page report ref- 
erences legislation that’s long since come 
and gone (and, in one instance, failed). 

“I don’t know why that took so long,” 
says Laura Thomas, deputy state direc- 


tor for the Drug Policy Alliance, who tes- 
tified at the hearing (she wrote a letter 
to the HRC inquiring as to the nature of 
the delay in May 2013). 

Susan Christian, a Yale-educated 
prosecutor in District Attorney George 
Gascon’s office who serves as the com- 
mission's chair, says that staffing short- 
ages were partly to blame for the late 
report. There wasn’t anyone available 
to put it together, and other work took 
precedent. 

That's perfectly plausible and sounds 
better than the rumor that swirled last 
spring, which suggested that somebody 
(nobody can say who) at City Hall tried 
to bury anything that indicated the city 
was not dealing with its drug problem. 

Right now, the HRC is presenting 
that delayed report to key players at the 
Hall of Justice and elsewhere. Cops are 
being told to end the age-old practice of 
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buy-busts, legislators are informed of 
the need for safe-injection sites for her- 
oin users, and everyone is hearing that 
we need to do away with prohibition on 
jobs and housing for drug offenders. 

In short, the report offered nothing 
stakeholders hadn't already heard. 

So what’s next? More meetings, pos- 
sibly another report, and then maybe 
some action. Will that take another 30 
months? “I hope not,” says Christian. 
Ever the professional, she stays com- 
posed during a recent interview, but 
behind the tight smile you can feel 
frustration. 

But when it comes to fighting illegal 
drugs, San Francisco isn’t just ham- 
strung by bureaucracy and prone to 
inertia. It’s also grappling with its reac- 
tionary approach. 

Look at the “crack pipe exchange” ep- 
isode earlier this year. Data shows how 
hepatitis C and HIV/AIDS can be spread 
by sharing crack pipes. So the city’s HIV 
Prevention Planning Council, an ad hoc 
collection of 
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health workers, activists and city em- 
ployees, suggested the city consider dis- 
tributing crack pipes along with needles. 
That suggestion was quickly squashed 
by the Mayor’s Office, which wanted to 
avoid “any Fox News SF headlines on 
this,’ according to emails dug up by the 
Bay Area Reporter. 

Headlines versus health. Headlines 
prevailed. 

And even victories in San Francisco 
weren't enough to bring the city toward 
progress. Drug arrests dropped for the 
sixth straight year in San Francisco in 
2013, which is great until you get to the 
part that says half of the 1,300 people 
with felony drug arrests were black. 
That's not progress. 

Gascon is one of the most liberal 
prosecutors in the state on drug crime, 
and led the statewide push for Prop. 47, 
drug crime reform that means low-level 
drug possession can be charged as a 
misdemeanor instead of a felony. That’s 
good for the same inner city heroin us- 
ers who might patronize the tree-borne 
drop box, one of whom was charged 
with a felony by Gascon’s office for pos- 
sessing overdose drug naloxone earlier 
this year. 

As for the box, it’s now gone. It was 
possibly removed by city workers. Hang- 
ing a box on a tree might keep dirty 
needles out of the trash or the street. 
But taking matters into your own hands 
can’t stand: It violates city policy. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 





Eats, Shoots, and Leaves 





Aman becomes a brand, anicon, a panda. And then he departs. 


In the months leading up to a 
long-overdue title in 2004, one could pur- 
portedly spot Red Sox fans at Boston’s 
Fenway Park wearing shirts with messages 
like “Jeter Has AIDS.” 

Boston fans are a different sort. But 
winning a World Series once or twice or 
three times mellows a rancorous fan- 
base. Perusing the Boston-centric fare at 
Sully’s Tees, you won't find any affronts 
to Jeter or his immune system, but 
you will come across clothing declaring 
“Lebron is a Bitch,” “Crosby is a Douche,” 
and, the ultimate in sour grapes toward 
the Yankees’ success, “Take Your 27 
Rings and Shove ’Em Up Your Ass.” 

Asked if Panda attire might pene- 
trate this market now that Pablo Sando- 
val is heading eastward, Sully’s manager 
Sean Quigley takes a deep breath. “I 
don’t know the degree to which that will 
happen.” As for the market of casual 
fans, women, and children perhaps not 
amenable to calling an opponent a bitch 
and more enthralled with dressing up 
in teddy-bear clothes: “I think they are 
there to be had.” 

And Sandoval may yet have them. 


The biologist Stephen Jay Gould 
wrote more than one lengthy academic ar- 
ticle, complete with graphs, charts, and 
mentions of standard deviations, claiming 
the disappearance of the .400 batter actu- 
ally indicates a greater amount of hitting 
talent in the game, not less. His claim is 
that, as the game has grown more stan- 
dardized, bizarre outliers on both ends of 
the talent spectrum disappear. Extreme 
performances are replaced by a closer ad- 
herence to the mean; today’s best players 
are as good as in any era, but don’t benefit 
from competing against lower-level com- 
petitors: “Improving play eliminates the 
rough edges that great players can exploit 
... as average play moves towards the limits 
of human possibility and compresses great 
players into an ever-decreasing space be- 
tween average play and the immovable 
[limit of human capacity].” 

We see this on the field. And we see it 
in the stands. Sports leagues have grown 
ever so much more proficient at squeez- 
ing every last dollar out of their fans. 
Jerry Seinfeld presciently summed up 
the mindset of the American sports afi- 
cionado: “You're actually rooting for the 
clothes ... you are standing and cheering 
for your clothes to beat the clothes of 
another city.” 

These days, too, you are likely to be 
wearing those clothes. 

And, despite what the Fenway Faith- 
ful have to say on the matter, Jeter 
moves a lotta merch: An East Coast- 
based player agent tells your humble 
narrator that the Yanks’ former captain 
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was one of a rare group of baseball 
players who can bring a team a healthy 
eight-digit bonus on jersey sales. 

Hawking paraphernalia has become 
a billion-dollar side-enterprise for both 
professional and “amateur” sports. Draft 
Yao Ming and an entire subcontinent 
wants that jersey. Talent-wise, it makes 
little sense to sign a 39-year-old soccer 
midfielder to an astronomical contract 
when he could arguably be outperformed 
by a college kid. Business-wise, David 
Beckham has generated more than $1.5 
billion in shoe and jersey sales. 

Pablo Sandoval, who last week 
spurned the hometown San Francisco 
Giants to sign with the Red Sox, is no 
David Beckham. That is, Sandoval’s actu- 
ally being paid scores of millions of dol- 
lars largely due to his ability to play ball. 

Not that you'd know it from peering 
around AT&T Park and the city writ 
large, though. 


Sandoval’s unique combination of 
dexterity and corpulence in 2008 earned 
him the nickname “Kung Fu Panda” — 
and a market for cute, animal-themed 
headwear aimed at nonfans was spawned. 
The team reports some 2,500 cute 
panda hats were sold at the stadium this 
year. But that doesn’t include the panda 
gear sold at Giants team stores (employ- 
ees at several told us that they ran out 
of it even before the playoffs and World 


Series) or the alternate panda caps sold 
at AT&T Park by concessionaire Center- 
plate, or the many independent vendors 
working street corners and gas stations 
throughout the city. And it doesn't 
count the panda hats Sandoval flogs on 
his own website. 

An enterprising Boston entrepreneur 
could do worse than sweeping every 
Goodwill in town for pandaphernalia; as 
a brand and a jovial walking teddy bear, 
Sandoval serves as something of a gate- 
way drug for baseball. 

But that’s not why the Red Sox threw 
$95 million his way. 

Johnny Carson used to tell a joke 
about how, even in the era of computers, 
there is no measurable interval of time 
shorter than the period between the 
light turning green and the New York 
cabbie behind you laying on the horn. 
And that’s about how long it took for 
the East Coast agent to say “no” when 
asked if Sandoval’s ability to move mer- 
ch made him a more attractive prospect 
for Boston. 

Baseball, more than any other sport, 
pits our hearts against our minds. It’s a 
constant battle of nostalgia (“There were 
giants upon the earth in those days”) vs. 
cold analytical analysis (“Improving play 
eliminates the rough edges that great 
players can exploit”). Sandoval’s depar- 
ture from this city epitomizes this. You 
can rationalize the loss of a streaky, ag- 





Mike Koozmin 


ing player with chronic weight problems 
and a lack of plate discipline. Or you can 
mourn the exit of the Kung Fu Panda. 

Or both. Longstanding Giants fans 
with Candlestick memories and years 
of bitterness on their résumés may look 
down upon wide-eyed greenhorns in 
panda caps. But winning a World Series 
once or twice or three times mellows a 
rancorous fanbase. The promise of years 
of disappointment and the ability to run 
statistical analyses isn’t what attracted 
us to the game. Players like Sandoval did. 

In a game of averages where so 
much is predictable, Sandoval wasn’t. 
He could swing at a pitch over his head 
or on the first bounce. He could spray a 
ball to every inch of the field. He moved 
with remarkable agility for a big man. 
Sandoval may never live up to his vast 
potential and he may never be the player 
fans hoped he'd be. And, truth be told, 
for lengthy swaths of his Giants career, 
he wasn't even very good. But he was 
always exciting to watch. And he was 
likable. 

And, in the end, likability does mat- 
ter. Sandoval received a five-year con- 
tract from the Sox while fellow baseball 
savant Hanley Ramirez was only inked 
for four years. 

And why? “Because,” explains the 
agent, “Hanley Ramirez is a prick.” 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 














And Then 
There Was One 


Sen. Mark Leno's exit 
means Mayor Ed Lee can 
do ashe pleases. 


The very attribute that 
made state Sen. Mark Leno a viable 
mayoral candidate may, in the end, 
be what spurred him to nip his cam- 
paign in the bud: His voter base and 
Mayor Ed Lee’s have a lot of overlap. 

This crossover guaranteed a 
Leno campaign would have been 
inordinately punishing, even by 
San Francisco’s advanced stan- 
dards; much of the city’s political 
establishment would have been 
forced to choose sides. Vendettas 
would be spawned and careers 
would be compromised. “Lotta 
wounds. Lotta blood,” sums up 
one city politico. “If Mark thought 
he could get a win, I think he does 
it. If he thinks it’s a jump ball, 
maybe it’s too high a price to pay.” 

Leno has not returned your 
humble narrator’s calls. He is, 
more than most, a politician who 
keeps his own counsel. Why he left 
the city’s tattered progressive es- 
tablishment cursing into their left- 
over turkey and cranberry sauce 
by abruptly canceling his dalliance 
with a mayoral run is not known. 

The same city players who tout- 
ed an April poll that showed Leno 
beating Lee also admitted that no 
one else came close. If Lee avoids 
missteps — if, unlike erstwhile 
Mayor Frank Jordan, he isn’t pho- 
tographed, nude, taking a shower 
with radio shock jocks — it’s hard 
to see how Lee’s potential 2015 
opponents can touch him. 

And that’s why city progressives 
are doubly put out. Even if Leno 
had lost, his formidable presence 
in the race would have made an 
impact. Without him, anyone 
hoping to extract neighborhood 
concessions from developers lost 
leverage: “Now, no developer has to 
worry about his project becoming 
an issue in the mayor's race,” says 
a neighborhood activist. “With a 
real contest for mayor, developers 
would have to be more accommo- 
dating to community issues.” 

Lee, then, has a free hand: 
on development issues, political 
appointments, commingling with 
free-spending tech barons, or any 
other matter that could have been 
a wedge issue. With Leno out 
of the picture, Lee may not care 
to make concessions to get Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein on board with 
this city’s laissez faire stance on 
Airbnb, either. 

“Ed's gonna do exactly what 
he wants to do at this point,” says 
a longtime city political honcho. 
And, barring unforeseen craziness, 


he'll be re-elected. JE 
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- Standing 6 feet, 6 inches tall, 
, with a barrel chest and legs like tree 
trunks, Colin Sebern almost exceeds 
the size limit for his electric skate- 
board. Nonetheless, it’s become his 
primary mode of transportation. He 
averages about 6 miles a day, mostly 
riding from his home in Potrero Hill 
to his girlfriend’s house in the outer 
Richmond, or tooling around the 
Google campus, where he works as 
an engineer. He’s paraded it for 
co-workers, supervisors, and a 
group of cops at a Giants game who 
asked for a test ride. (Sebern 
obliged.) He’s put his pug on the 
board and filmed it. Sebern has used 
the board so much, in fact, that he’s 
had no need for the sleek Audi S4 he 
purchased in 2011; it’s only clocked 
60 miles since March. 

Sebern is a new breed of skate- 
boarder in San Francisco: someone 
who’s concerned about transpor- 
tation rather than stunts. And 
fittingly, the board he rides is a far 
cry from the wooden, skull-dec- 
orated things that glided along 
Justin Herman Plaza in the ’80s 
and 90s; this iteration, with its 
wireless speed control and thumb 
brakes, is a lot closer to a Tesla. 

It’s meticulously engineered, says 
Sanjay Dastoor, whose company, 
Boosted Boards, mints these prod- 
ucts from a warehouse in Mountain 
View. The electronic parts resemble 
those used in drones and hobby 
airplanes; the battery is strong 
enough to run for 1,000 kilometers 
(about 621 miles). 

“And you can charge [it] off a 
normal wall outlet in 15 minutes,” 
Dastoor told an audience last year 
during a TED Talk. The audience 
listened raptly. This was a new, 
utopian vision for skateboards. 

For anyone who's followed 
skateboarding history, though, 
this brave new world of TED Talks 
and self-propelled commuting de- 
vices seems counterintuitive. 

Skateboards have long repre- 
sented a feral subculture. They’re 
the preferred vehicle of thrill-seek- 
ers and kids whose parents never 
put them in organized sports. They 
encourage misuse of the urban 
landscape — handrails, ledges, pla- 
zas, and empty swimming pools all 
co-opted in the name of technique 
and adrenaline. 

Electric boards, in contrast, fall 
neatly within the parameters of ac- 
cepted use of public space. They use 
roads as roads, rather than as thrill 
rides. As such, they’re a vehicle 
6). | : for the establishment: college stu- 
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obviate the need to kick and push — a 
rider is, for all intents and purposes, 
just a passenger. They cost between 
$1,000 and $1,500, up to 15 times the 
price of their wooden antecedents. And 
they enshrine all the values of Silicon 
Valley: speed, efficiency, scrupulous 
engineering, and a glossy patina. 
Dastoor’s line of Boosted Boards 
has become an emblem in San Francis- 
co’s culture war, alternately celebrated 
and sneered at. TechCrunch writer 
Josh Constine called them “magical”; 
local blogger SFCitizen deemed them 
a toy. (In September, SFCitizen posted 
a sassy pictorial essay about a “heroic 
tech bro effortlessly skateboard|[ing]| 
all the way through the Twitterloin 
up Larkin,” thumb-throttle in hand.) 
To some, electric boards are a fait ac- 
compli in a city with a sweet tooth for 
innovation. And they could, maybe, 
finally resolve San Francisco’s decade- 
slong battle with its skateboarders. 
But, as with so many other dis- 
ruptions in the city, electric boards 
could be the next front in a larger and 
more complicated battle. It partly 
boils down to how the curbs should be 
used. More fundamentally, it’s about 
who controls them. 


Pro skater Karl Watson tries not to 
hate on the new technology, even if he’s 
nostalgic for a past era of San Francisco 
skateboarding — one that propelled 
him to fame. 

Watson began skating in 1987, 
when he was 11 years old. At that 
time Justin Herman Plaza was the 
center of the skateboarding universe, 
known for a sinuous cement embank- 
ment that skateboarders called “The 
Wave.” In the ’90s, local skaters began 
filming themselves as they pirouetted 
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over the plaza’s steep ledges and cir- 
cular berths, backing their stunt-filled 
ballet with a hip-hop soundtrack. An 
iconic 4-minute YouTube clip shows 
Daly City skater Mike Carroll sailing 
over benches and cobblestones, coast- 
ing through parking structures, and 
grinding the nose of his board along 


a concrete step — until he finally falls. 


“Oh my God, it was amazing,” 
43-year-old Marina-born skater Scott 
Thompson remembers. “At that time, 
people might not have liked skate- 
boarding,” he says, “but they didn’t 
know what to do about it.” 

Even before its waterfront archi- 
tecture was immortalized in videos, 
San Francisco had already established 
itself as a subject of skateboard lore. 
It was the home of Thrasher magazine, 
which launched in 1981 and became 
the periodical of note in the skate- 
board world. It was a land of switch- 
back streets and hills and plazas that 
were reimagined as obstacle courses; 
Justin Herman was more commonly 
known as “EMB,” which served both 
as shorthand for “Embarcadero” and 
as an abbreviation for the local skate 
crew “Embarcadero’s Most Blunted.” 
It was a land where skaters crested 
the hills of Lombard Street and rat- 
tled through the brick-paved gullies 
of North Beach, and where, in 1986, 
a teenager named Mark Gonzales 
sprang from a platform at the Embar- 
cadero, soared over a formidable con- 
crete gulf, and magically landed on a 
staircase below. (That gulf was thence 
rechristened “the Gonz Gap.”) 

Gradually, though, San Francisco 
cops began encroaching on the var- 
ious back alleys and benches where 
skateboarders plied their trade. In 
1992, police parked a patrol car next 
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Karl Watson remembers an 
era when San Francisco was a 
subject of skateboard lore. 


to Justin Herman to ward skaters off, 
Thompson says. By 1994, a beat cop 
was hanging out there every day. 

“We called him ‘Officer Squirrel’ 
because he’d try and ambush you,” 
Thompson says. “He was like the 
worst, awful, cliche-looking cop — 
this white ginger guy with a little 
mustache and glasses. Such an ass- 
hole. He took so much joy in taking 
our skateboards.” 

Watson only has vague recollec- 
tions of Officer Squirrel, but says he 
vividly remembers the day he got 
arrested for squabbling with a cop at 
the plaza. “He had me handcuffed to a 
bench with one hand, and I was telling 
him like it is in a teenage way, and the 
cop came over and popped me in the 
face,’ Watson says. Another veteran 
skater, Ando Caulfield, remembers 
going to juvenile court to pay a raft of 
citations and retrieve 10 or so boards 
confiscated at EMB. 

As the exchanges got testier, skaters 
began migrating to other spots, such 
as a row of stairs with steep bannisters 
that connected the Embarcadero to the 
city’s downtown corridor. Built as a pe- 
destrian walkway, it became a hangout 
for homeless people, skaters, and bike 
messengers; according to Watson. The 
stairs’ nickname, “Hubba Hideout,” 
originated from the crack that some 
vagrants would smoke there. “We 
called the rocks ‘hubbas,” he explains, 
adding that “hubba” ultimately became 
skate-slang for any ledge that ran 
alongside a row of stairs. 

Skaters also moved over to Pier 7, 
a low, two-step platform with squat 
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benches, which lent itself to a gritti- 
er skating style. Since the obstacles 
weren t nearly as intricate, skaters fo- 
cused on manual tricks like balancing 
on the nose or tail of the board, scrap- 
ing their wheels along the ledges, and 
leaving scrub marks on the concrete. 
Then the police encroached on that 
spot, too, pushing the skaters to yet 
another part of the city — a pedes- 
trian overpass at Third and Army 
streets, flanked by a Muni bus yard 
and a creek clotted with garbage and 
wood pilings. Thus far, it’s the only 
place remote enough to stave off law 
enforcement, Thompson says. 

Nonetheless, the cat-and-mouse 
game persisted, and skateboarders 
soon found themselves banished 
from anywhere the city was inter- 
ested in filling with tourists or new 
development. They had little choice 
but to move. Skateboarding had 
been illegal since the 1970s, per an 
often-overlooked section of the mu- 
nicipal traffic code. But during the 
skateboard renaissance of the 90s, 
police began bullishly enforcing it. As 
San Francisco started transforming in 
the wake of the first dot-com boom, 
real estate developers conceived a 
new urban design that would keep 
skateboards out. Instead, they’d be 
shunted to fenced-in facilities that 
Watson compares to “reservations,” 
or to industrial zones on the periph- 
ery of the city. Those iconic spots that 
dotted the Embarcadero would quiet- 
ly disappear. 
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Union Square, with its zig-zag ban- 
nisters, ridged granite steps, and strate- 
gically placed flower beds, is an artfully 
designed bulwark against skateboards. 
Most of these architectural features were 
introduced during a $25 million remodel 
in 2000, right at the end of the dot-com 
boom. Downtown merchants were co- 
alescing to form business-improvement 
districts, which in turn would fund 
street-cleaning and landscape improve- 
ments; then-Mayor Willie Brown hada 
European vision for the city, with a pi- 
azza as its centerpiece. 

That vision didn’t include San Fran- 
cisco’s less-desirable elements. Rails 
in the middle of benches served the 
dual purpose of inhibiting skaters and 
preventing homeless people from lying 
there; wood installed on the seating 
area of Pier 7 constituted a similarly ef- 
fective barrier. Cobblestones were laid 
on the band shell at Golden Gate Park, 
which was once a prime skate spot; 
metal edges were nailed to the concrete 
embankments of Embarcadero. The 
city screwed studs into the bannisters 
at Hubba Hideout and laid gravel at 
the ends of its staircases. In 2011, it 
ripped out the ledges. 

To an increasing degree, San Fran- 
cisco’s animus toward skaters became 
embedded in its architecture. 

Meanwhile, the ongoing spats be- 
tween cops and skaters had become 
a political issue in City Hall. By 1997, 
skaters had formed their own political 
bloc, enlisting then-Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano to override the 1976 law 
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CLICHE-LOOKING 
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GINGER GUY WITH 
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- SCOTT THOMPSON 


banning skateboards from public road- 
ways. That campaign ultimately failed, 
but it did pique the interest of Super- 
visor Gavin Newsom, who decided to 
create a citywide Skateboarding Task 
Force in 2002. The idea was to help 
city officials design new skate parks 
and push for legislative changes, in the 





hope that skaters, cops, and pedestri- 
ans could one day coexist peacefully. 

In 2005, skaters and their City 
Hall allies managed to repeal a small 
section of the 1976 law that barred 
skateboards from Terra Vista Avenue; 
otherwise it remained largely intact. 
But then a 2007 charter amendment 
shifted transportation authority 
from the Board of Supervisors to the 
SFMTA, at which point seven years of 
task-forcing were essentially rendered 
moot. Now, it’s illegal to ride a skate- 
board on any street or sidewalk within 
a business district, or on any residen- 
tial sidewalk during the day. The last 
change, ratified in 2008, forbids skate- 
boarding on MTA platforms. 

But even as the city banished skat- 
ers from their former haunts, it spent 
millions to construct six skate parks 
in the past 14 years. Bryan Hornbeck, 
who heads the San Francisco Skate- 
boarding Association (an offshoot 
of the aborted task force), sees these 
city-designated skate parks as the only 
solution to the cat-and-mouse game. 

“My thing is that, if 8- or 9-year-old 
kids start skating in the parks, they’re 
not going to be out on the street as 
much, they’re not going to be accosted 
as much, they’re not going to come 
across homeless people as much,” 
Hornbeck says. “These things are going 
to save lives.” 

But even after he got the city on 
board, Hornbeck says he faced staunch 
opposition from homeowners who 
insist that the parks bring noise and 
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graffiti into their neighborhoods. 
“They go to these city meetings and 
bitch and complain, and then I bitch 
and complain about their bitching and 
complaining,” he says. “And then the 
city has to overcome the bitching and 
complaining, so that’s how they [de- 
cide] what gets done.” 


The sound of polyurethane wheels 
grinding over concrete creates a stark, 
percussive harmony with the cars 
whooshing overhead at Duboce and Mis- 
sion Streets on an otherwise quiet Sun- 
day night. Two lone skaters are circling 
the ramps and pillars of SOMA West 
skate park, which opened on a patch of 
ground beneath Highway 101 in July. A 
large bowl in the center is dappled by 
headlights and the waxen beams of 
street lamps. Except for a couple of 
homeless guys leaning against the fence 
with a shopping cart, the adjacent streets 
are empty. 

This triangular parcel is one of 
several skate parks that San Francis- 
co unveiled in an effort to pacify its 
thrasher subculture. The first, Crock- 
er-Amazon Skate Park, opened in 
2000. It was followed by Hilltop Skate 
Park in the Bayview (just a big cement 
dish, though it’s slated for a remodel 
next year), Potrero del Sol in the Mis- 
sion, Waller Street Skate Park in the 
Haight (a temporary installation that 
rankled neighbors), and Balboa Skate 
Park, which transformed a section of 
Mission Terrace parkland into a jigsaw 
puzzle of wood ramps and »>pl6 
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platforms. Each of these facilities is a 
multimillion-dollar olive branch from 
the city to its skaters, in the hope that 
they'll cause less trouble if they’re kept 
inside a fence. 

Many skateboarders embrace them; 
others are wary. To Watson, municipal 
parks strip away a key element of the 
90s skate culture he remembers: that 
pack-hunter tradition of roaming the 
city in search of ledges, curbs, or scrap- 
yards to commandeer. To city officials, 
they’re a tool with which to domesti- 
cate an outlaw population. 

To some nearby residents, they’re 
a blight. 

Wolfram Arnold helms the home 
owners association for a condo com- 
plex on Stevenson Street, just north 
of SOMA West. He says the sound of 
skateboard wheels rattling down the 
cobblestone street rousts his family at 
all hours of the night. 

“The freeway, it’s more of a 
‘whoosh, just white noise,” he says. 
“But these skateboards hit the pave- 
ment and they sound like gunshots.” 
Not to mention that skaters pee on 
his front stoop and his garage, because 
SOMA West has no restrooms. 

“We've just started calling the po- 
lice,” Arnold says. “But they’re annoyed 
because they have other things to do.” 

He believes the axis of power has 
shifted in San Francisco: Skateboarders 
now have their own lobby at City Hall, 
and officials are so eager to pacify them 
that they’ll overlook the concerns of 
business owners and residents. Cops 
don’t issue tickets any more because 
they get thrown out in court. 

It’s a far cry from the days when 
Officer Squirrel besieged unsuspecting 
skaters by the Embarcadero. Yet Ar- 
nold also suggests that the new crop of 
skate parks has failed to resolve a long 
and acrimonious conflict. 

Adding a motor might, in fact, 
be the only thing that shifts public 
perception. 

Die-hard skaters like Thompson and 
Caulfield bristle when asked to opine 
on electric skateboards, and perhaps 
that’s understandable. The new boards 
are, after all, intended for a more 
mainstream population. But they’re 
also the end of an evolutionary line. 
Wood boards that were traditionally 
used for stunts led to longboards, 
which are really a form of suburban 
transit; their big wheels and long 
decks keep a rider from popping onto 
rails and grinding away at property. 

(In some cities, skateboard laws have 
exceptions for longboards, because 
they’re not perceived as a bad ele- 
ment.) Those, in turn, begat the latest 
transformation, in which boards are 
converted into economical, ecologically 
friendly, self-powered vehicles. 

In skateboarding, as in other 
things, cultural forces pivot in relation 
to technology. The sport was once 
dubbed a nuisance, and the city tried 
to push it out. Then it gained main- 
stream acceptance, and the city tried 
to make space for it. Now it’s a viable 


form of transportation, and the city 
embraces it: Supervisor David Chiu 
tested one of the Boosted Boards in 
August, at a Hayes Valley neighbor- 
hood event sponsored by The Bold 
Italic. He rode wearing an immaculate 
suit and tie. 

People who might revile the old 
wooden boards see these motorized 
things on the street and think, My, 
how far we've come. 


Sanjay Dastoor had little interest in 
skateboarding before he helped con- 
ceive the idea for Boosted Boards with 
two other Stanford grad students in 
2011. Co-founder Matt Tran had fin- 
ished his master’s degree in mechanical 
engineering and gone to work for Lock- 
heed Martin; in his spare time Tran was 
trying to develop a “snowboard for the 
street” that operated as cleanly asa 
Segway electric two-wheeler, but didn’t 
look as big and dorky. The other co- 
founder, John Ulmen, had purchased 
his first longboard during grad school. 
He used it to get around campus, but 
had a hard time pumping with one foot 
and balancing with the other while car- 
rying all his things. 

Dastoor was friends with both of 
them. He and Tran spent weekends 
snowboarding in Tahoe or riding mo- 
torcycles in the Palo Alto hills; after 
meeting Ulmen, they eagerly tackled 
his problem. 

“We looked at everything that had 
a motor, Dastoor says, adding that the 
team found electric and gas-powered 
skateboards dating back to the 1950s 
and ’60s, though most were bulky 
things with monster wheels and lead 
acid batteries in their motors. They 
decided to refine the idea and improve 
the form, adding brushless motors 
(which are controlled by a computer in- 
stead of by mechanical brushes, mak- 
ing them lighter and more precise), 
jaunty orange wheels, and bamboo 
decks with grip tape. They worked on 
the first two prototypes at night and 
during weekends, using their savings 
to buy materials from a local hobby air- 
plane store. Tran was still at Lockheed 
Martin; Dastoor and Ulmen were still 
pursuing Ph.D.s. They'd ride early iter- 
ations of the board around campus and 
through downtown Palo Alto. 

“People would chase us and say 
they wanted one,” Dastoor recalls. 

The following spring Boosted 
Boards was accepted to two startup in- 
cubators, Y Combinator in Mountain 
View and StartX at Stanford Universi- 
ty. Dastoor and Ulmen decided to put 
their degrees on hold. They launched 
a Kickstarter campaign in the fall of 
2012, with a video that showed young, 
preppy, flannel-shirted commuters 
hoisting the 4-pound boards onto 
their backpacks, sitting with them on 
Caltrain, and steering them up the 
steep hills of San Francisco or along 
the suburban boulevards of Palo Alto. 
They raised $467,167. 

The idea was to serve a niche mar- 
ket of longboarders and tech junkies 
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skateboard, because riders help steer 
by leaning from one side to the other. 

“Think of the way people are por- 
trayed riding on a magic carpet ina 
Disney movie,” he says. And then, he 
adds, compare that to a mall cop rid- 
ing a Segway — “not very cool.” 

Not surprisingly, Boosted Boards 
earned gushing reviews from tech 
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Scott Thompson at Mission 
Skateboards, a small shop 
that enshrines an older era of 
skateboarding. 


who fetishize elegant machinery. 
Carefully engineered, electric boards 
bear the same high-energy lithium-ion 
batteries that power smartphones, 
laptops, or electric vehicles. They’re 
equipped with onboard sensors and 
processors. Their motors can glide up a 
hill at 20 mph. And, Dastoor says, they 
have the “dynamic” look and feel of a 


bloggers, and sold so well among the 
25- to 35-year-old male population in 
Silicon Valley that the founders turned 
their Kickstarter setup into a bona 





fide cottage industry. (They now have 
a 10-worker assembly line, and an ev- 
er-expanding engineering team). 

There are, of course, other itera- 
tions. In January, another Stanford 
engineer named Kyle Doerksen 
launched a Kickstarter campaign for 
Onewheel, a self-balancing, motorized 
board with a giant tire in the center. 
Its software algorithms allow riders to 
carve the pavement as though they’re 
surfing a wave, Doerksen says in pro- 
motional videos. He’s also based in 
Mountain View, where new board gad- 
getry is apparently a growth industry. 

That’s rattled people in the skate- 
boarding scene, who, as Watson notes, 
have long been wary of “other wheeled 
activities.” Thompson views the new 
inventions as an affront. 

“T was on Van Ness one morning, 
and I saw this guy coming up McAllis- 
ter on one of those things,” he says. 
“And you know, I can just tell when 
someone looks uncomfortable on a 
skateboard. His legs were super spread 
apart, he had this really stiff stance. 

I was like, ‘How do you go from like, 
not riding a skateboard, to riding an 
electric skateboard? You're out of your 
mind, man. You're gonna kill yourself.” 

He pauses bitterly. “You have to 
learn to ride around the block, pay 
your dues, then take it to the streets 
— like what kids do.” 

It irks him that someone could 
bypass that learning curve with a piece 
of technology. And it suggests that a 
gritty street culture could ultimately be 


supplanted by something sleek, expen- 
sive, and new. 

“When I saw that,” Thompson says, 
“it freaked me out, kind of.” 

It gets weirder. In October, a hus- 
band-and-wife team from Los Altos 
launched a Kickstarter campaign to 
make their own line of hoverboards 
— like the floating decks that first 
appeared in 1989's Back to the Future 
Part II. Hendo Hoverboard inven- 
tors, Jill and Greg Henderson, built 
a prototype that flies an inch off the 
ground, owing to its deftly crafted 
magnetic levitation system. Their 
marketing pitch — tailored to the 
same audience of technology-ob- 
sessed pragmatists who made the 
Boosted Board so popular — promises 
“a vehicle with all the freedom of a 
car, and all the efficiency of a high- 
speed train.” 

Within days of launching the cam- 
paign, they'd garnered $416,764 in 
donations, well over their $100,000 
goal. 

“It’s definitely cool,” Boosted Board 
enthusiast Colin Sebern says, “but it’s 
not in any way a competitor to Boost- 
ed.” To him, the difference is stark. 
Hendo is a toy. Boosted is a transpor- 
tation solution. 


Thompson is the owner of Mission 
Skateboards, a tiny storefront on 24th 
Street with graffitied votive candles and 
chipped skate decks in the display win- 
dows — one of them is decorated with 
old Muni bus transfers. The »> pls 
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shop itself enshrines an 
older era of skateboard 
culture; Thompson is an 
unapologetic purist. At 
43, he still can’t cotton to 
the longboards that over- 
took suburban streets 
and college campuses in 
the early aughts (“It’s a 
different customer — 
older white guys,” he says) 
and he can’t envision 
ever piggybacking 
on the electric 
skateboard trend. 
When people call 
to ask if he carries 
Boosted Boards, he 
gets insulted. 
Granted, his business is still 
chugging along, as are other shops, 
like FTC Skateboarding on Haight 
Street. Thrasher magazine still prints 
monthly issues from its headquarters 
in the Bayview, and there are at least 
as many wood skateboards along 
Market Street as electric versions. 
Despite the law, cops seem disinclined 
to stop them. Perhaps skateboards are 
thriving as a nostalgia-based trend. 
Perhaps they’ve lost their outlaw ap- 
peal, but remained viable as a form of 
smog-free transportation. And maybe 
the designer products from Silicon 
Valley helped facilitate that change. 
What has deteriorated, though, 
is the once-sacred, resolutely un- 
civilized culture of skateboarding. 
Hubba Hideout is gone; skaters at 
the Embarcadero are now relegated 
to a small plaza in front of the ferry 
building. There’s a security guard per- 
manently on watch at Union Square, 
so the only time to skate there is be- 
tween midnight and 5 a.m. (Longtime 
local skater Ando Caulfield says that 
despite the city’s best efforts, Union 
Square remains “an amazing place for 
skateboarding.”) Skaters who once 
congregated at EMB are now drifting 
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out to the avenues or 

into the Bayview. By 

the mid-aughts, they’d 
become the stuff of mu- 
seum dioramas. 

That’s no over- 

statement. In 

2004, Yerba Bue- 

na Center for the 

Arts mounted 

“Beautiful Los- 

ers,” an exhibit 
featuring street 

art that had once lived on the 

margins of society. It included an in- 
stallation of hand-drawn skate decks 
by original Dogtown board designer 
Wes Humpston, and a 7-foot wooden 
bowl sculpture that looked like an 
empty swimming pool; museum cura- 
tors invited local skaters in to give it a 
test run. Pianist Jason Moran tried a 
similar experiment when he appeared 
at the SFJAZZ Center last year, trans- 
forming his stage into a 36-by-20-foot 
half-pipe and enlisting 10 skateboard- 
ers to ride it while his quartet played 
in the background. 

But that’s what happens. San 
Francisco is abstractly interested in 
its skateboard history, but only to the 
extent that it can be distilled in an art 
exhibit, or circumscribed in a stage 
performance, or remembered in a 
wistful essay. 

And, with the rise of electric boards, 
the skateboard follows so many other 
facets of San Francisco’s culture into 
assimilation. It’s a clean, efficient way 
to get around a city with its own pow- 
erful urge to go somewhere, even if it’s 
not entirely clear where. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ex'pression 
college 


RSVP AT 


EXPRESSION EDU/ 


OPENHOUSE 


AT BOTH OF OUR CAMPUSES IN: 
6601 SHELLMOUND STREET, EMERYVILLE, CA 94608 | 510.654.2934 
751 FOX DRIVE. SAN JOSE, CA 95131 | 408.620.3300 


An Expression College Open House is the perfect opportunity to learn about 
our accelerated Bachelors Degree programs in six digital arts disciplines. 
You !l experience: 


Our industry-standard studios and facilities. 


Learn more about our degree programs in Sound Arts, Animation 
& Visual Effects, Game Art & Design, Graphic Design & Motion, 
Interactive Audio, and Digital Filmmaking. 


Hands-on demos and live performances. 


Find out about Financial Aid & Scholarship opportunities. 


(Available to those who qualify) 


Apply for admissions and find out how Saag can complete your 
Bachelors degree in as few as 36 months. 


CHECK-IN OPENHOUSE STARTS AT 


9AM 10AM 12PM 


Accredited College, ACSC. fewew our consumes disdosures at expression. eduliscos.1es a 
tepression College is a sebsadiary ef We institute, a ctetal poownter of creative media edoce? ie, 
san Jese 13 6 braach canpus of Expeession Lofiege located 1 fiverywte, OA 


ta 

“1 
ai 

>) 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC | DECEMBER 3-9,2014 | 19 





NOW PLAYING 


KATHLEEN TURNER 
RED HOT PATRIOT: 
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Foot Fetish 


Fairy Tale 
Cinderella, 
Saturday 


Thu 12/4 | Theater 


WAR TAKES A 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 


Early on, soldiers in World War I were told 
they would be home for Christmas. By 
year’s end, they were still in the trenches 
facing the worst conditions yet seen by 
fighting men. Rations were meager, rats 
and lice abundant. Those who were not re- 
duced to cannon fodder wallowed ina 
knee-high soup of mud. During that first 
winter, more men died from disease and 
infection than enemy fire. Then, there was 
song, All along the Western Front, home- 
sick soldiers on both sides applauded each 
other’s efforts and crossed into “no man’s 
land” to bury the dead and share gifts of 
tobacco and alcohol. Peter Rothstein, di- 
rector and creator of All is Calm, spent 
nearly two years collecting firsthand ac- 
counts of the unsanctioned Christmas 
Truce of 1914, traveling to libraries and 
war museums in Europe, and researching 
radio programs. The result is a rich piece of 
musical theater drawn from war reports, 
letters, journals, and gravestones, with 
popular trench songs and Christmas carols 
from both sides of the line. The staging is 
appropriately sparse, but the message is 
undeniably rich. 

Allis Calm starts at 8 p.m. (pre-per- 
formance talk with Adam Hochschild at 
7 p.m.) at First Congregational Church, 
2345 Channing Way, Berkeley. $28-$56; 
(510) 848-3696 or calperformances.org. 
Silke Tudor 


Sat 12/6 | Art 


THROUGH THELENS, 
BRIGHTLY 


“Oppressive pictorialism.” In the early 
1930s, a group of Bay Area photographers, 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 





led by Ansel Adams and Edward Weston, 
used this term to distance themselves 
from professional photographers who cre- 
ated images that were too painterly and 
too reductive. Adams, Weston, and their 
cohorts took photos that only the camera 
— and the photographer's instincts — 
could produce. The photographers called 
their group f/64. Photography scholar 
Mary Street Alinder, Adams’ former chief 
assistant, wrote a new book that docu- 
ments the group’s lasting influence on 
photography. Alinder is giving a lecture 
about the themes in Group f.64: Ed- 
ward Weston, Ansel Adams, Imo- 
gen Cunningham, and the 
Community of Artists Who Revolu- 
tionized American Photography. 
Alinder is also signing copies of the book, 
1-4 p.m. The talk is a chance to hear from 
someone who knows the group’s work like 
few others, and to take in the group’s pho- 
tos in an intimate gallery setting. 

Mary Street Alinder speaks at 2 p.m. 
at Scott Nichols Gallery, 49 Geary St., 
S.F. Free; 788-4641 or scottnichols- 
gallery.com. The exhibit, “Group F.64: 
Founders and Followers,” runs through 
Feb. 28. Jonathan Curiel 


Theater 


LOVE, LOSS, 
AND GLASS SLIPPERS 


Cinderella: a classic tale in which a pretty 
young girl is forced to work until she is res- 
cued by a wealthy, handsome man who 
may or may not havea shoe fetish. It’s 
pretty realistic for a fairy tale, aside from 
the fact that the shoe was made out of 
glass. Glass! The classic story has been 
adapted for the stage by the Afri- 
can-American Shakespeare Company and 
director Margo Hall, who promises a “soul- 
ful twist” on the familiar tale. With origi- 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 4-10, 2014 
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nal songs such as “Almost Pretty” and “Bad 
Mama” composed by Angel Eaglin, the an- 
nual production at the Buriel Clay Theatre 
provides audiences with a fresh take on 
this story of a young girl learning about 
love, life, and overcoming obstacles. It’s a 
great family show, perfect for bonding 
over the holiday break and entertaining 
your kids while school is out. 

Cinderella begins its run at 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. and continues through Dec. 
21 at 3 p.m. Sundays and 8 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays, with an additional 3 p.m 
show Dec. 13, at the Buriel Clay Theatre 
at the African-American Art & Culture 
Complex, 762 Fulton St., S.E. $15-$34; 
762-2071 or african-americanshakes.org. 
Emilie Mutert 


Mon 12/8 | Striptease 


BETTERLIVING THROUGH 
DIRTY DANCING 


December is a dreary month even in San 
Francisco, mired in frigid winter fog. That 
won't apply in a 1-mile radius around 
Cobb’s Comedy Club, where the lascivious 
gyrations of Australia’s Thunder 
From Down Under are raising the ambi- 
ent temperature to NASTY degrees Fahr- 
enheit. The scantily clad, all-male revue, a 
headliner in Las Vegas, is providing a 
scholarly examination of the male 
G-string and its contribution to American 
culture. Expect chiseled physiques and 
rowdy dance numbers, so head to You- 
Tube and start searching for a “making it 
rain tutorial” now. 

Australia’s Thunder From Down 
Under will commence the pelvis-thrust- 
ing at 8 p.m. and continue through 
Wednesday at Cobb’s Comedy Club, 

915 Columbus Ave., S.F. $31.80-$49.80; 
thunderfromdownunder.com. Giselle 
Velazquez 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions and 
create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., $20; 
$15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo offer 
comedians (and audiences) a chance to unburden 
their minds at this regular night of stand-up. Satur- 
days, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Church Comedy: Sunday funnies with Mark Alexander, 
Colby Kennedy, Chloe McGovern, Mean Dave, and 
more. Sun., Dec. 7, 6 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has presided 
over this long-running local showcase since 2005. 
First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. II Pirata, 2007 
16th St., S.F., 626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comic Confessions: Keith D'sotiza, Andrew Holmgren, 
Mean Dave, Joseph Nguyen, Tracy Shapiro, Richard 
Toomer, and Priyanka Wali mix confessions into 
stand-up routines to see if the audience can spot 
the revealing details. Wed., Dec. 3, 8 p.m., $10, 
comic-confessions.eventbrite.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, S.F., stagewerx.org. 


Thu 12/4 | Shadow Theater 


Thu 12/4 | Dance 


THE UNSOCIAL 
NETWORK 


If a performance happens, and no 
one Instagrams it, did the audience 
still applaud? Jess Curtis/Gravity 
asks such questions in The Dance 
That Documents Itself, a perfor- 
mance that explores life in the social 
network versus in-the-flesh experi- 
ences and identities. With four per- 
formers and a dynamic combination 
of live and recorded video and audio, 
Curtis and his collaborators, includ- 
ing media artist David Szlasa and 
choreographer/composer Sheldon 
Smith, take on “selfie culture” and the 
psychological effects of performing 
for a mostly absent, online commu- 
nity. The Dance That Documents Itself 
includes a self-conscious documenta- 
tion of the process on Facebook, a 
digital relic of the long hours of exper- 
imentation and discovery in re- 
hearsal. From the limitations of the 
two-dimensional screen to the multi- 
dimensionality of time and space that 
digital culture permits, this program 
is both here and there. 

The Dance That Documents 
Itself opens at 8:30 p.m. and 
runs through Dec. 14 at Coun- 
terPULSE, 1310 Mission St., S.E 
$20-$30; pay what you can on 
opening night. counterpulse.org 
or jesscurtisgravity.org. Irene 
Hsiao 


Cynic Cave: Featuring Kelly Anneken, Keith D'souza, 
Nathan Habib, Julian Kiani, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, 
and Torio Van Grol. Sat., Dec. 6, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., un-scripted.com. 

Dave Attell: Dec. 5-6, $35. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 >> 


CASTING CINEMATIC SHADOWS 


After what director Christine Marie calls her decadelong “apprenticeship” in the 
world of traditional shadow puppetry, the TED fellow decided it was time to contrib- 
ute something substantial to the centuries-old method of storytelling that had sto- 
len her heart. Drawing on mid-19th-century stereoscopic technology, she built lights 
that cast 30-foot shadows which, when viewed through 3-D glasses, appear close 
enough to brush your cheek. Like a Paleolithic IMAX, Marie’s shows are cinematic in 
scope and scale — she uses multiple screens to allow for cross-fading and live cuts — 
but they are completely devoid of projection. Puppet masters work in front of and 
behind screens, helping audiences understand what they are experiencing. But shad- 
ows resist explanation, touching something in us that is primordial and dreamlike. 
To cultivate this quality, Marie avoids dialogue, depending on distinctive musical 
scores and the viewer's imagination. Like her trailblazing show Ground to Cloud, 
which traced the evolution of electric light and won an innovation award at the New 
York Fringe Festival, 4Trains follows the fearsome power of industrial ingenuity as it 


transforms the American wilderness. 


ATrains opens at 8 p.m. and runs through Saturday at the Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts, 701 Mission St., S.F. $25-$30; 978-2787 or ybca.org. Silke Tudor 
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Fri12/5 | Lit 


HAIL TO THE WEIRD 


Two of San Francisco’s most revered 
alternative presses, which have 
helped push the weird and remark- 
able into the mainstream, are team- 
ing up for An Evening with 
Zeitgeist Press and Manic D 
Press. Bruce Isaacson and Jennifer 
Joseph are doing readings from Zeit- 
geist and Manic D, respectively, and 
are joined by Cassandra Dallett (au- 
thor of Wet Reckless) and Richard Lo- 
ranger (editor of The Collected 
Chapbooks of Joie Cook). Located at 
the Beat Museum, which has been 
ramping up its programming lately, 
the event celebrates the presses that 
grew out of the rowdy spoken-word 
scenes at Cafe Babar in the 1980s 
and 1990s, and at Paradise Lounge 
from 1988 to 2001. Books will be 
available for purchase, and if you 
stick around, you may be able to coax 
out a few literary war stories, too. 

An Evening with Zeitgeist Press 
and Manic D Press starts at 7:30 
p.m. at the Beat Museum, 540 
Broadway, S.F. Free; 399-9626 or 
kerouac.com. Evan Karp 


p.m., free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, du- 
elingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish House, 
243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 


Frankie Quinones & Friends: Sun., Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., $15. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Funny Fun at Club 21: Hosted by Dan Mires. Thursdays, 
8 p.m., $10, mireslikefires.com. Club 21, 2111 Franklin, 
Oakland, 510-268-9425, club2loakland.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Kyle Kinane: Dec. 3-6, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy showcase with DJ Real, Kurt 
Weitzmann, Kate Willett, Roman Leo, and Ryan Cronin. 
Thu., Dec. 4, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Live Crude Girls: Hosted by Molly Sanchez. First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Club 93, 
93 Ninth St., S.F., 621-6333. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 
43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by Jules 
Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mis- 
sionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. Second 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/donation, 
mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The Royale, 800 


From Marceline to the Magic Kingdom, Walt 
Disney's fascination with trains influenced his 
personal life and work. Explore Walt’s railroading 
legacy with more than 200 artifacts, archival video, 
vintage photographs, and working model trains 
that will take you on a journey through Walt’'s 
personal collection, Disney films, and theme park 


attractions from around the world. 
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Post, S.F., 441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy show 
with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 p.m., free. 
The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413, 
thenightlightoakland.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

One Night Stand-Up Comedy Special: Featuring Pam 
Benjamin, Chris Ferdinandson, Matt Gubser, Stroy 
Moyd, Vilaska Nguyen, Feel Woods, and more. Sat., 
Dec. 6, 8 p.m., $10-$15. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/Pamtas- 
ticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

The People Under the Stairs: Jules Posner and 
Aviva Siegel lure unsuspecting audiences down to 
the basement for scary/good stand-up routines by 
Natasha Muse, Drew Platt, and Ben Kolina. Mon., Dec. 
8,8 p.m., $5. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Pitch!: Video Game Edition (Part 2): Comedians 
Josef Anolin, DJ Real, David Gaborie, Channing 
Kennedy, Dash Kwiatkowski, Colin Mahan, Natasha 
Muse, and Kevin O’Shea dream up their ideal video 
game and let you in on all the crazy details. Tue., 
Dec. 9, 8 p.m., $10, pitchmonthly.eventbrite.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Point Break LIVE: Hunky-but-dumb undercover cop 
Johnny Utah tracks down a deadly crew of surf-happy 
bank robbers in this comical onstage recreation of 
the cult ‘80s action movie. First Friday of every 
month, 11 p.m. Continues through Dec. 5, $20-$50, 
pointbreaksf.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Iith St., S.F., 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Fridays, 
Saturdays, 7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleo- 
nionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Romane Event Comedy Show: With headliner Brad 
Williams, plus Jesse Hett, Trevor Hill, Adrian McNair, 
Lydia Popovich, and host Paco Romane. Tue., Dec. 
9, 8 p.m., $15, pacoromane.com. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 


Sat 12/6 | Dance 


Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/ComedyRoyale. The Royale, 800 Post, S.F., 
441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Safe Words: Comedians Kaseem Bentley, Samantha 
Gilweit, Ben Kolina, Misha Trubs, Emily Van Dyke, 
and Kurt Weitzmann wield the mic while host Kollin 
Holtz cracks the whip. Wed., Dec. 3, 8 p.m.., free. S.F. 
Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Shit Creek: Jesse Fernandez, DJ Real, and Mary Van 
Note celebrate Indian summer with guest comedians 
Dhaya Lakshminarayanan and Torio Van Grol. Wed., 
Dec. 3, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


STILL REELING FROM BHOPAL DISASTER 


Thirty years have passed since a gas leak at the pesticide manufacturer Union Car- 
bide India Limited touched off the most atrocious industrial disaster in the world, 
an explosion that exposed more than half a million people to toxic gases. Choreog- 
raphers, comedians, filmmakers, and poets are coming together to remember the 
catastrophe in Bhopal and protest the ongoing threat of environmental disaster 
throughout the industrialized world in We All Live in Bhopal — Live! One of 
several events commemorating the disaster, We All Live in Bhopal — Live! features 
an art exhibition, panel discussions, and performances that draw awareness to 
those who continue to suffer from contaminated soil, water, birth defects, and neu- 
rological damage that are only part of the long-term effects of the tragedy. 

Beyond Holistic presents We All Live in Bhopal — Live! at 8 p.m. at the Sub- 
terranean Arthouse, 2179 Bancroft Way, Berkeley. Free, donations suggested; 


beyondholistic.org/walib. Irene Hsiao 
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The Something Something Shindig: Second Monday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
S.F., 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, S.F., 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Talkies: Land Smith hosts genre-defying comedy by 
George Chen, Gordo, Colin Mahan, Les Milton, Aviva 
Siegel, Skirt (Kelly Anneken & Tom Schneider), and 
Scott Vermeire. Fri., Dec. 5, 8:30 p.m., $10, talkiess- 
how.tumbir.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Terminator Too: Judgment Play: One lucky audience 
member gets to be Arnold Schwarzenegger for a 
day in this low-budget stage comedy version of the 
1991 blockbuster film. First Friday of every month, 
7:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 5, $20-$50, 
terminatortoo.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Tith St., S.F., 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. Amne- 
sia, 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 


THEATER 


2014 Matchbox Reading Series: Crowded Fire Theater 
stages readings of plays in development by Geetha 
Reddy (Dec. 1), Andrew Saito (Dec. 2), MJ Kaufman 
(Dec. 8), and Eugenie Chan (Dec. 9). Mondays, 
Tuesdays, 7 p.m. Continues through Dec. 9, free with 
RSVP, crowdedfire.org. The Thick House, 1695 18th 
St., S.F., 401-8081, thickhouse.org. 

4Trains: Drawing on 19th-century stereoscopic tech- 
nology and lights that cast 20-foot shadows which 
appear close enough to brush your cheek, Christine 
Marie’s cinematic shadow theater production follows 
the fearsome power of industrial ingenuity as it 
transforms the American wilderness. Dec. 4-6, 8 
p.m., $20-$30. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, S.F., 978-2787, ybca.org. 

Absolutely Fabulous: The Royal British Comedy 
Theatre (actually based here in appropriately foggy 
San Francisco) stages the first season of the Beeb's 


Sun 12/7 | Literature 


FUNNIER THAN 
FICTION 


Give Me Fiction spotlights the inter- 
section of literature and comedy in 
Lost Weekend’s basement, Cynic Cave. 
Ivan Hernandez hosts the show, which 
recently celebrated its first anniversary 
and is selling out the bulk of its shows. 
If you can’t make it, the text of each 
performance is republished on Boing 
Boing, and shows are also available 
through a podcast via SoundCloud or 
iTunes. But if you can make it, this 
month you'll get to share a small room 
with Bucky Sinister, Lauren Traetto, 
Ron Chapman, and more — so much 
talent, you might be inspired to stay af- 
terward and help clean up. With the 
theme of “tradition,” you're likely to 
hear stories of home and family, and 
see a lot of colorful sweaters; don’t let 
that stop you. 

Give Me Fiction starts at 8 p.m. at 
Cynic Cave, 1034 Valencia St., S.F. 
$10; 643-3373 or givemefiction.net. 
Evan Karp 
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enduring sitcom, with Terrence McLaughlin, ZsaZsa 
Lufthansa, Annie Larson, Dene Larson, and Raya Light 
taking over the roles of Edina, Patsy, and friends. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Fridays, 10:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 12, $15-$35, eventbrite.com/e/abso- 
lutely-fabulous-abfab-tickets-12641718721. Stage 
Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., stagewerx.org. 

Breakfast with Mugabe: Playwright Fraser Grace 
takes us into the mind of controversial African leader 
Robert Mugabe as a session with the Zimbabwe 
president and his white psychiatrist calls forth the 
ghosts of colonialism, racism, power, and guilt. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 20, $32-$60. 
Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 

Cinderella: With original songs such as “Almost Pretty” 
and ‘‘Bad Mama” composed by Angel Eaglin, the 
African-American Shakespeare Company's annual 
production provides audiences with a fresh take 
on this story of a young girl learning about love, 
life, and overcoming obstacles. Starting Dec. 6, 
Fridays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21, $15-$34, 
african-americanshakes.org. Buriel Clay Theater, 762 
Fulton, S.F., 762-2071, african-americanshakes.org. 

Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: 
The Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du 
Soleil — which has influenced so many neo-circus 
performers over recent years — embraces both 
steampunk and electro-swing in its latest show, a 
wunderkammer of theatrical acrobatics set in an 
alternate reality that combines elements of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 18, $53-$135, cirquedusoleil. 
com/kurios. Cirque du Soleil - San Francisco, Third 
Street at Terry A. Francois, S.F., cirquedusoleil.com. 

The Complete History of Comedy (abridged): The 
Reduced Shakespeare Company boils the Bard 
and other famed playwrights, politicians, and co- 
medians down to their essence in Reed Martin and 
Austin Tichenor's satirical skewering of humorous 
tropes. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 21, $37-$58, reducedshakespeare.com. Marin 
Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill Valley, 388-5200, 
marintheatre.org. 

Cops and Robbers: The uneasy state of affairs between 
the police and the black community drives this solo 
show by rapper-turned-lawman Jinho “The Piper” 
Ferreira. Sat., Dec. 6, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., 
$20-$100. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 

Faulted: California's fault lines have voices that only a 
uniquely empathic woman named Aurora can hear 
when predictive natural sciences bump up against 
oracular New Age beliefs in this world premiere 
from foolsFURY. Through Dec. 6, $15-$50, foolsfury. 
org. The Thick House, 1695 18th St., S.F., 401-8081, 
thickhouse.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Fringe Goes Long: Staged readings of full-length 
theatrical works-in-progress by SFSU graduate 
playwrights, including plays by Patricia Reynoso 
(Dec. 1), Conrad Panganiban (Dec. 2), and Becky Raeta 
(Dec. 9). Tue., Dec. 9, 7 p.m., free. SFSU Campus, 1600 
Holloway, S.F., 338-1111, sfsu.edu. 

Ghost Brothers of Darkland County: Author Stephen 
King joins forces with musicians John Mellencamp and 
T Bone Burnett to create this old-fashioned Southern 
Gothic tale with supernatural overtones. Dec. 5-6, 
8 p.m., $39.50-$89.50. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, 
S.F., 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted holiday 
tale about the travails of finding (and then affording) 
the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s Oakland 
returns to the Marsh for a monthlong Christmas 
run. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 27, $30-$100. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Kinky Boots: This riotous, stiletto-stomping musical 
dances its way through the tale of a British shoe 
manufacturer whose declining fortunes are reversed 
with the aid of a glorious, towering drag queen with 
a razor wit and soul spun of gold. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $75-$300, kinkyboots- 
themusical.com. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, S.F., 
551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Mary Poppins: Berkeley Playhouse stages the super- 
califragilistic musical in a way you've never seen 
it before, with Taylor Jones starring as the first 
African-American to be cast in the role made famous 
on film by Julie Andrews. Fridays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 7, $17-S60, berkeleyplayhouse.org. Julia 
Morgan Center for the Arts, 2640 College, Berkeley, 
510-845-8542, juliamorgan.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt 
Bacharach (music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon 
(book) are the brains behind this holiday stage 
musical originally inspired by the 1960 rom-com 
The Apartment, with Jeffrey Brian Adams, Monique 
Hafen, and Johnny Moreno starring in roles played on 
celluloid by Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine, and Fred 
MacMurray. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
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S.F., 677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Razowsky & Hamilton: Improvisational theater perfor- 
mance from veterans of The Second City in Chicago. 
Sun., Dec. 7, 7 p.m., $22, razham.brownpapertickets. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., stagewerx.org. 

Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 
Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison Engel. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4, $29- 
$89. Berkeley Repertory's Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

Shakespeare's R&J: Forbidden love takes on an extra level 
of taboo when all the characters are played by repressed 
prep school boys acting out on the sly, as seen in this 
staging of Joe Calarco’s play set in dusty Cairo instead 
of fair Verona. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 14, $25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, nctcsf.org. 


PRESENTS 


The Soiled Dove: Vau de Vire Society presents a dec- 
adent, circus-infused dinner theater show set in a 
brothel and bar during San Francisco's Barbary Coast 
era. The Realistic Orchestra and Squid Inc. provide 
the live soundtrack. Work of Art caterers provide 
the four-course meal. And a portion of proceeds 
benefit Zaccho Dance Theatre's Youth Performing 
Arts Program. (Note: Enter the venue around the 
back side at 633 Florida Street.) Starting Dec. 4, 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 13, $110-$120, thesoileddove.com. Inner Mission, 
2050 Bryant, S.F., facebook.com/InnerMissionSf. 

Something for the Boys: San Francisco's musical 
theater revivalists 42nd Street Moon stage Cole 
Porter's WWil-era romp for the holidays. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 14, $25-$75, 
42ndstmoon.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 
788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Strangers with XXXmas Candy: If you prefer your 
holidays a bit twisted, you can't do much better 
than this stage re-enactment of the cult Comedy >> 
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Holiday 
Sale 


All through December 


IN STORE PROMOTIONS DAILY 


We Have The Largest Selection of Men’s 
and Women’s Leather On The West Coast 


pa Our Location Before I pm 


Get 30%* Off Your Entire Purchase 


TES After I 
10%* Off Storewide Savings 
*Holiday Refreshments Included* 


UNION SQUARE FLAGSHIP LOCATION 
290 SUTTER STREET | SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 362-8300 | WWW.WESTCOASTLEATHER.COM 


**Does Not Apply To Previous Purchases Or Special Orders; Expires December 10, 2014 
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Central series (starring Amy Sedaris and Stephen 
Colbert) about a 46-year-old ex-junkie who returns 
to high school. An ABC Afterschool Special it ain't. 
Starting Dec. 4, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Contin- 
ues through Dec. 20, $30. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, theexit.org. 

Superheroes: With the shrapnel from the crack cocaine 
explosion still embedded in the streets of the 
Tenderloin, this new play by Sean San José follows 
a journalist — inspired in no small part by the late 
Gary Webb — as she struggles to untangle the truth, 
both psychological and political, behind the epidemic. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21, 
$10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on Taylor, 
277 Taylor, S.F., 673-3847, sffringe.org. 

Three Tall Women: Custom Made's Katja Rivera directs 
this Pulitzer Prize-winning drama of self-deception 
by Edward Albee. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 14, $20-$40. The Custom Made Theatre 
Co., 1620 Gough, S.F., 798-2682, custommade.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays... inrandom 
order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with a ticking 
timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 
505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, boxcartheatre.org. 

The Totalitarians: This black comedy by Z Space 
playwright-in-residence Peter Sinn Nachtrieb is 
about a Nebraska political campaign by Penny, a 
dark horse and dim bulb; it's also about the way we 
talk about elections, prizing buzz over substance. 
“The play's trying to explore the meaninglessness 


|) mI Driv vie Sun., 
Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., free. The Riptide, 3639 Taraval, 

5.F, 159-7263, nipeidest com. 

. | 
Dec. 12- 14: Dec. 19- 21, $10- $60, calforiiarevele 
org. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, Oakland, 
pelted ites oakland- ue org. 
2n Non-yuletide 
cheer esas comedians Jeremy Hotz, Ophira 
Eisenberg, Simon Cadel, and Lisa Geduldig, with 
partial proceeds benefiting the Jewish Family & 
Children's Services Food Programs and S.F. Suicide 
Prevention. Dec. 24-26, 5 & 8:30 p.m., $45-$65, 
koshercomedy.com. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific, SF, 39 6666. 
afts Fair: Dec. 20-21, 10 a.m.-5 
p. m. ‘5 $10, kpfa.org/craftsfair. Craneway Pavilion, 
1414 Harbour Way S., Richmond, 510-215-6000, 
craneway.com. 
: W Tri ow: With 5 Seconds of Summer, 
Jessie J, Charli XCX, Demi Lovato, and Nick Jonas. 
Wed., Dec. 3, 8 p.m., $30-$153.75 advance, 997now. 
com. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose, 

408-287-9200, sapcenteratsanjose.com. 

fp stmi : Starting Dec. 5, Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $20-$110. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, S.F., 749- 
2228, act-sf.org. 
A Go hri Sun., Dec. 21, 
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Tue 12/9 | Cinema 


VENTURE TIME 


“Nothing ventured, nothing gained,” people say. The documentary Something 
Ventured gives audiences a glimpse into what happens when people — particularly, 
venture capitalists — do take risks. The film profiles successful business people and 
entrepreneurs such as Tom Perkins, who probably wasn’t the person who invented 
the Perkins restaurant chain. According to Wikipedia, he is one of the founders of a 
prominent Silicon Valley venture capital firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers, 
which, in retrospect, does make more sense. Perkins was part of a small group of in- 
fluential entrepreneurs who, in the 1950s, created a risk-loving business culture and 
established the foundation of today’s startup economy. This documentary chronicles 
the group’s influence and was directed by Emmy-winning directors Dan Geller and 
Dayna Goldfine, who will both be present after the showing for a Q&A session. 

Something Ventured screens at 7 p.m. at the Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F 
$10; 863-1087 or roxie.com. Emilie Mutert 


of political language," Nachtrieb says, and in that 
goal, he’s an equal-opportunity satirist. Through 
Dec. 7; Through Dec. 14, $20-$50, zspace.org/new- 
work/the-totalitarians. Z Below, 470 Florida, S.F., 
626-0453, zspace.org. 


The Understudies: Members of the Back Alley Theater 


Company present their inaugural production as the 
Entitled Theater Company, staging Jeff Bedillion’s 
Genet-inspired tale of jealousy and revenge among 
frustrated thespians. Starting Dec. 5, Mondays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
22, $20-$25, brownpapertickets.com/event/869668. 


Wed 12/10 | Literature 


Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, shel- 
tontheater.com. 


Vodka with a Dream Chaser: The Ninjaz of Drama 


welcome actor/director/playwright Rey Carolino 
to the Phoenix Theatre Annex to present his latest 
short play, plus a half-dozen others directed by 
Carolino, Federico Edwards, Paul Seliga, and Ted 
Speros. Starting Dec. 5, Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 13, $15-$20, ninjazofdrama. 
com. The Phoenix Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 336-1020, 
phoenixtheatresf.org. 


WARM NIGHT OF LITERATURE 


ZYZZYVA, San Francisco’s best literary journal, celebrates its winter release 
with readings by contributing authors such as Michael Jaime-Becerra (author of 
California Book Award-winning story collection Every Night Is Ladies Night and 
the novel This Time Tomorrow); Stegner Fellow Kate Petersen; and Andrew David 
King, awarded UC Berkeley’s Eisner Prize in Literature in 2013 and 2014. Every 
ZYZZYVA event is full of cheer — editors Laura Cogan and Oscar Villalon bring a 
warm joy to the work they do, and it’s contagious — but for this evening, they’re 
upping the ante with free drinks, snacks, and giveaways. If you're looking to do 


some gift giving, this journal stuffs a mean stocking ... 


everything you could possibly need. 


and the Booksmith has 


The ZYZZYVA party starts at 7:30 p.m. at the Booksmith, 1644 Haight 
St., S.F. Free; 863-8688 or booksmith.com. Evan Karp 


7&9 p.m., $24. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, S.F., 
292- 2583, a com. 


With H.0.S. H., aires Mansfield, johnnie Walker, 
Bob Campbell, Papa Lu, and Ali Sun., Dec. 21,5 p.m., 

$50-$80. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 788-8866, 
hornblower.com. 


McHe Sun., Dec. 7, 3 p.m., $28.75-$35.75. The Ad- 

ek 1330 Fillmore, S.F., 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Dec. 13-14, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., free 

sdiniccich (tours $5-$10). Dunsmuir Hellman Historic 

Estate, 2960 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland, 510-562- 
0328, dunsmuir-hellman.com. 

>hi Christmas: With Mariachi Sol de México de 


José Hernandez and Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles 


Sun., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., $15-$80. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 
Featuring Rick Braun and 


Mindi Abair. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 & 10 p.m., $39. Yoshi's 


Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238- 
9200, yoshis.com. 
> Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m. Bazaar 


| Cafe, 5927 California, S.F., 831-5620, bazaarcafe.com. 
lice in Wi : With Ed Sheeran, Train, and 
Christina Perri. Thu, Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m., $58.50-$115.50 


advance, radioalice.com. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
S.F., 877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 


y: Wed., Dec. 24, 8 p.m., 
$19, Yoshi Oakland, 510 EmbaréaderaW. Oakland, 
510-238-9200, com. 
eri C Messiah: Tue., 
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 18-19, 7:30 p.m., $27-$97, 
americanbach.org. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
SF, 149- 6300, cdueawndea .org. 


nee 5-31, ree Creativity Explored, 3245 16th St, 
S.F,, Gee 2108, gen Ai a hee _ 


Lighting | | : Fri., 


; Dec. 5 5-7 p. m., free. Jack tendon Salute Beacaay 


Oakland, 510- 814- 6000, ae ala a com. 


With Rebolledo, Beautiful Swine and Bells 
& Whistles Fri., Dec. 12, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance, 
ayli-sf.com. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., S.F., 284-9774, 


monarchsf.com. 


istma: eTie. Dec. 9, 730 p.m., $15- $50, 
cityhaxolnice: com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
S.F., 149-6300, ee org. 


Wednesdays: Siindave Continties Graal Dec. 31, 
$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 


678 Green, S. F, 421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 


orah Lighting: Dec. 16-23, free. 
Union lite Park, 333 Post, S.F., 831-2700, union- 
squarepark.us. 
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The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., $45-$95. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, S.F., 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sun., 
Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $28-$35. Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546- 
3600, WETS eLgOCeME Tens org. 


17, 7 p.m., $15. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
S.F., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

The Cadillac Christmas Concert: With the Jeffrey Chin 
Trio Fri., Dec. 12, 12:30 p.m., free. Cadillac Hotel, 380 
Eddy, S.F., 673-7223, cadillachotel.org. 

California Bach Society: A German Christmas: Fri., 
Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $33, calbach.org. St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church, 1111 O'Farrell, S.F., 928-7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

California Music & Culture Association Holiday Toy 
Drive: With DJ Richie Panic Mon., Dec. 15, 7 p.m., $20 
donation to SFPD Operation D.R.E.A.M. (or free with 
toy donation). Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, S.F., 625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 

Candlelight Concert: With the SFSU Women’s Chorus, 
SFSU Chamber Singers, and SFSU University Chorus. 
Fri., Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $10-$15. Most Holy Redeemer 
Church, 100 Diamond, S.F., 863-6259, mhr.org. 

Cantus: All Is Calm - The Christmas Truce of 1914: 
Thu., Dec. 4, 8 p.m., $56. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 
848-3696, fccb.org. 

Celtic Woman: Home for Christmas - The Symphony 
Tour: Tue., Dec. 9, 8 p.m., $59-$85. Wells Fargo Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Fri., Dec. 12, 
8 p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. Cathedral of Christ 
the Light, 2121 Harrison, Oakland, 510-832-5057, 
ctilcathedral.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Sat., Dec. 13, 
8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer. 
org. St. Ignatius Church, 650 Parker, S.F., 422-2188, 
stignatiussf.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Tue., Dec. 16, 8 
p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 


848-3696, fccb.org. 

Charles Phoenix Retro Holiday Slide Show: Sun., 
Dec. 14, 6 p.m., $29.95, charlesphoenix.com. Empress of 
China, 838 Grant, S.F., 434-1345, empressofchinasf.com. 

Christmas Sing-A-Long: Sat., Dec. 6, 7 p.m., free/ 
donation. Park Presidio United Methodist Church, 
4301 Geary, S.F., 751-4438, parkpresidioumc.org. 

City Ballet School: The Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 13, 2&7 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 2 p.m., $30-$40, cityballetschool. 
org. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F., 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Clairdee’s 12th Annual Christmas Eve Show: Wed., 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m., $22-$25. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, 
S.F., 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Cockblock: The Holiday Party: With DJ Andre and 
Chelsea Starr Sat., Dec. 13, 9 p.m., $10, cockblocksf. 
com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, rick- 
shawstop.com. 

The Colors of Christmas: With Peabo Bryson, Taylor 
Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, and the 
S.F. Symphony Dec. 15-17, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, 
sfsymphony.org. 

Community Free Day at the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum: A day of zero-fee entertainment and ac- 
tivities for all (even those who celebrate Christmas). 
Thu., Dec. 25, 1la.m.-4 p.m., free. Contemporary Jew- 
ish Museum, 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Community Music Center Annual Winter Celebration 
Concert: Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., free. San Francisco 
Community Music Center, 544 Capp, S.F., 647-6015, 
sfcmc.org. 

Cookies Christmas Party: With Berner, Kool John, and 
guests Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $30-$33. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, S.F., 673-5716, theregency- 
ballroom.com. 

Dan Hicks & The Hot Licks: Holidaze in Hicksville: 
Thu., Dec. 11, 8 & 10 p.m., $19-$25. The Addition, 1330 
Fillmore, S.F., 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Dave Koz & Friends: Christmas Tour 2014: With 
Jonathan Butler, Christopher Cross, and Maysa Sun., 
Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $49.50-$125.50. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, S.F., 345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

The Denali Foundation Christmas Party: Thu., Dec. 


1, 7 p.m., $20 suggested donation, facebook.com/ 
denalifoundation. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, 
S.F., 241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

The Dream Queens Revue'’s Holiday Sparkles Drag 
Show: Featuring Collette LeGrande, Ruby Slippers, 
Sophilya Leggz, Bobby Ashton, Sheena Rose, Kipper, 
and Joie de Vivre. Wed., Dec. 10, 9:30 p.m., free, 
dreamqueensrevue.com. Aunt Charlie's Lounge, 
133 Turk, S.F., 441-2922, auntcharlieslounge.com. 

El Mercado: A Holiday Market at Ghirardelli Square: 
Sat., Dec. 6, 11a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 7, 11a.m.-6 p.m., 
free, elmercadosf.com. Ghirardelli Square, 900 N. 
Point, S.F., 775-5500, ghirardellisg.com. 

The Elf Party 2014: Sat., Dec. 6, 8:30 p.m., $50 
advance, elfparty2014.eventbrite.com. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, S.F., 673-5716, theregency- 
ballroom.com. 

Elf the Musical: Starting Dec. 12, Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran Theatre, 
445 Geary, S.F., 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Fairmont San Francisco Gingerbread House: 
Through Jan. 1, 2015. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, 
S.F., 866-540-4491, fairmont.com/sanfrancisco. 

Fisherman's Wharf Lighted Boat Parade: Procession 
of holiday-light-spangled boats between Pier 39 and 
Crissy Field. Fri., Dec. 12, 5:30-8 p.m., free. Aquatic 
Park, Beach St., S.F., 541-5644. 

Freddy Clarke & Wobbly World: Classic Carols from 
All Over the Wobbly World: Wed., Dec. 3, 8 p.m., 
$15-$19. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, S.F., 655-6500, 
theaddition.com. 

G. Scott Lacy’s Holiday Cabaret: Holiday Mash Up: 
With Lauren Mayer. Sat., Dec. 6, 8 p.m., $20-$45. 
Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, S.F., 433-4434, jdvhotels.com. 

G. Scott Lacy'’s Holiday Cabaret: Candy Canes & 
Silver Lanes: With the Sophisticated Ladies (Shannon 
Wolfe and Molly Mahoney). Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $20- 
$45, societycabaret.com. Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, S.F., 
433-4434, jdvhotels.com. 

Golden Bough: Christmas in a Celtic Land: Fri., Dec. 
19, 8 p.m., $14-S17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, S.F., 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes: Starring 
Heklina, Cookie Dough, Matthew Martin, Pollo Del 


6¢| want 
Wea: 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


erate) (ex2k~ 


Mar, and guests. Starting Dec. 4, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 21, $25, goldengirlssf. 
eventbrite.com. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., S.F., 
863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A Ca- 
thedral Christmas: Dec. 13-14, 3 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 
15, 7 p.m.; Dec. 20-21, 3 p.m., $15-$50, cityboxoffice. 
com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, S.F., 749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

The Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Victorian 
Holiday Party: Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 21, $12-$30, dickensfair. 
com. Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, 404-4111, 
cowpalace.com. 

Grrrl Brigade: Peace on Earth: Dec. 13-14, 2 &6p.m., 
$15-$20. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 
273-4633, dancemission.com. 

The Guardsmen Holiday Tree Lot: Through Dec. 21, 
9 a.m.-9 p.m., free, guardsmentreelot.com. Fort 
Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, S.F., 292-3531, 
fortmason.org. 

Guitar Player's 10th Anniversary Holiday Bash: 
With Jimmy Leslie, Michael Molenda, James Nash, 
Shelly Doty, Eric McFadden, and more Fri., Dec. 19, 
9:30 p.m., $15. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, S.F., 
673-8000, boomboomblues.com. 

Harry Shearer & Judith Owen: Christmas Without 
Tears: Tue., Dec. 16, 8 p.m., $30-$70. The Addition, 
1330 Fillmore, S.F., 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Help Is on the Way for the Holidays XIII: Just Be 
.- Who You Want to Be!: Richmond/Ermet AIDS 
Foundation benefit concert featuring Kinky Boots 
cast members, LaToya London, Davis Gaines, Jason 
Brock, Jai Rodriguez, and more. Mon., Dec. 8, 7:30 
p.m., $40+, helpisontheway.org. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, marineclub. 
com/theatre.php. 

Here: Holiday Art Sale & Open House: Sat., Dec. 6, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m., free. Berkeley Art Center, 1275 Walnut, 
Berkeley, 510-644-6893, berkeleyartcenter.org. 

Ho Ho Holiday Comedy & Variety Show: Featuring 
Carrie Avritt, Cassandra Gorgeous, Anthony Guzman, 
Brad Loekle, Pete Munoz, Demar Randy, Emily Epstein 
White, and Santa's Helpers. Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., 


yb, 


$10 (free with wrapped toy donation), facebook. 
com/HellaGayComedyShow. Pa’ina, 1865 Post, S.F., 
829-2642, painasf.com. 

Holiday Arts Festival: Sun., Dec. 7, 11a.m.-5 p.m., free. 
Richmond Art Center, 2540 Barrett, Richmond, 510- 
620-6772, therichmondartcenter.org. 

Holiday Crafts Day: Sat., Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., free. 
Randall Museum, 199 Museum, S.F., 554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

Holiday Curtain Call: With Bill Cooper and Barry Lloyd. 
Sat., Dec. 13, 7 p.m., $10-$25, societycabaret.com. 
Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, S.F., 433-4434, jdvhotels.com. 

Holiday Gifty: Winter Open House: Sat., Dec. 13, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 12-5 p.m., free, thecruci- 
ble.org/gifty-2014. The Crucible, 1260 Seventh St., 
Oakland, 510-444-0919, thecrucible.org. 

Holiday Guitar Ensemble Concert: Fri., Dec. 5, 8 
p.m., $14-$17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, S.F., 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

Holiday Heroes: Wender Weis Foundation for Children 
benefit featuring meet-and-greets with local pro 
athletes, access to off-limit stadium areas, kids’ 
games and activities, a silent auction, and more. 
Mon., Dec. 8, 5:45-8:30 p.m., $210+, holidayheroes. 
org. AT&T Park (Giants’ Ballpark), 24 Willie Mays Plaza, 
S.F., 972-1800, sfgiants.com. 

Holiday Ice Rink at Embarcadero Center: Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, $6-S10 (+ $4 for skate rentals), embar- 
caderocenter.com. Justin Herman Plaza, 1 Market, 
S.F., 772-0700. 

Holiday in the Haight: Local food bazaar. Sat., Dec. 6, 
12-5 p.m., free. Second Act Marketplace & Events, 1727 
Haight, S.F., 668-3994, secondactsf.com. 

Holiday Tea at the Old Mint: Wed., Dec. 3, 12 & 3 p.m., 
$75-$85, brownpapertickets.com/event/889785. 
Old Mint, 88 Fifth St., S.F., 537-1105, sanfrancisco- 
museum.org. 

Home for “all of” the Holidays: With the San Francisco 
Bay Area Theatre Company. Mon., Dec. 22, 8 p.m., 
$29-$50 ($9 for students), sfbatco.com. Brava 
Theater Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-765/, brava.org. 

How the Grouch Stole Christmas: With the Grouch 
& Eligh, CunninLynguists, DJ Abilities, DJ Fresh, 
Sunspot, and Scarub Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $22.50- >> 
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$32.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F., 
346-6000, thefillmore.com. 


Sun., Dec. 7, 11:30 a.m., free. San Francisco 
Community Music Center, 544 Capp, S.F., 647-6015, 
sfcmc.org. 


Thu., Dec. tl, 8 & 10 p.m., $24. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 

Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

Thu., 

Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/pages/Black-X- 

Mass/165504410159212. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, 
S.F., 552-7788, elbo.com. 

With Group Rhoda, Soriah + 

RMS, Brandon Nickell, Mnemoth, Marmot, Fluorescent 

Grey, Dimentia, Synchronicity Frequency, Nada, An- 
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thony Bissett, and more. Sat., Dec. 20, 9 p.m., $12-820, 
katabatik.org. The Palace Theater, 1445 23rd Ave., 
Oakland, 510-995-6563, palacetheateroakland.com. 
With Katya Smirn- 
off-Skyy. Dec. 20-21, 7 p.m., $30-$45. Feinstein’s at 
the Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 
With Blackstreet, Faith Evans, 
Angie Fisher, and Calvin Richardson Fri., Dec. 12, 8 
p.m., $39.50-$128. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broad- 
way, Oakland, 510-465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 
UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital and Toys for Tots benefit concert with David 
Gray, Young Rising Sons, James Bay Sat., Dec. 13, 7 
p.m., $30-$125 advance, kfog.com. City National 
Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose, 408-792-4145, 
sanjosetheaters.org. 


UCSF Benioff Children’s Hos- 
pital and Toys for Tots benefit concert with The Head 
& The Heart, Wild Cub Mon., Dec. 15, 7 p.m., $30-$143 
advance, kfog.com. The Masonic, 1111 California, S.F., 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Two nights with the singing ‘‘Queen of 
Christmas.” Dec. 4-5, 8 p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at 
the Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 


‘Sat., Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., free, kimochi-inc.org. 


St. Mary's Cathedral, 1111 Gough, S.F., 567-4040, 
stmarycathedralsf.org. 

Sat., Dec. 13, 8 
p.m., $25-$55, kinseysicks.com. Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro, S.F., 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $15-$30, 
kitka.org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sac- 
ramento, S.F., 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

Sun., Dec. 
21, 7 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, S.F., 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 
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With Jhené Aiko, SZA, 


| The Internet, Adrian Marcel, BJ The Chicago Kid, and 


Anderson .Paak Wed., Dec. 10, 8 p.m., $36-$50, kmel. 
com. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F., 345-0900, 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Visual 
presentation and Q&A session with Matthew Souzis. 
Sat., Dec. 6, 7 p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., 
S.F., 864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Bilingual holiday musical presented by 
the Community Music Center. Fri., Dec. 5, 7 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 6, 3 & 7 p.m., $5-S7. Brava Theater Center, 
2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, brava.org. 

1: Wed., Dec. 24, 9 p.m., $30-$55, 
jewishfed.org/latkeball2014. Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, 
S.F., 693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Sat., Dec. 6, Tl a.m., 
$10-$15. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, S.F., 866-920- 
5299, sfjazz.org. 


With Joan Baez, Rita Moreno, Paula West, The Glide 
Ensemble, and more. Thu., Dec. 4, 7 p.m., $65-$250, 
glide.org/mosa14. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F., 
345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30-9 p.m., $15 suggested donation, 
lesbianswhotech.org. Slate Bar, 2925 16th St., S.F., 
558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

| With Linkin Park, Fall Out 
Boy, Rise Against, Young the Giant, Future Islands, 
and Walk the Moon Fri., Dec. 12, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 
advance, livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, 
Oakland, 510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

With Imagine Dragons, 

Alt-J, Interpol, Cage the Elephant, Spoon, and Vance 
Joy Sat., Dec. 13, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 advance, 
livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

With Glass Ani- 
mals, Royal Blood, The Trims, Fritz Montana, and DJ 
Aaron Axelsen Wed., Dec. 10, 9 p.m., $18 advance. DNA 
Lounge, 375 Tith St., S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Thu., Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., 
$25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, S.F., 866-920- 
5299, sfjazz.org. 


Sun., Dec. 21, 4 p.m., $30-$35, sfems.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, S.F., 928-7770, 
stmarks-sf.org. 
Dec. 13-14, 11 
a.m. & 2 p.m.; Dec. 20-21, 11a.m., 2 & 4 p.m., $18.50- 
$28.50, nutcrackersweets.org. Fort Mason, Cowell 
Theater, Marina, S.F., 345-7575, fortmason.org. 
Dec. 4-7; Dec. 11-14, $54-$72, 


cesneetntanuieiaeh He oth: Marines’ Memorial 


Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, marineclub. 
com/theatre.php. 


Sun., Dec. 7, 8 p.m., $20-$90. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 
Sweet 
Can Productions holiday variety show featuring circus 
performers and more. Dec. 19-24; Dec. 26-28, $15-S65, 
sweetcanproductions.com. Dance Mission Theater, 
3316 24th St., S.F., 273-4633, dancemission.com. 
With American Au- 
thors, Matt Nathanson, Andy Grammer, and Paloma 
Faith. Thu., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m., enter to win tickets, 
mymix1065.com. City National Civic, 135 W. San 
Carlos, San Jose, 408-792-4145, sanjosetheaters.org. 


Featuring Bunny Pistol, Szandora LaVey, 
Sassy Hotbuns, Sid Scenic, Rizzo Rogue, and Lola 
Martinet. Mon., Dec. 22, 9 p.m., $7-$12. DNA Lounge, 
375 Ith St., S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 
Fri., Dec. 
19, 8 p.m., $28-$98.75 advance, nutcracker.com. Flint 
Center, 21250 Stevens Creek, Cupertino, 408-864- 
8820, flintcenter.com. 
Sat., 
Dec. 20, 3 & 7 p.m., $34-$181 advance, nutcracker. 
com. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. 
Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfar- 
gocenterarts.org. 
Performing holiday songs from The 
Season and What Christmas Means to Me Sun., Dec. 
7, 7 p.m., $18-$22. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, S.F., 
655-6500, theaddition.com. 


With the San Francisco Girls Chorus Sat., Dec. 20, 8 
p.m., $29-$61, ncco.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
S.F., 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 


Sat., Dec. 20, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 
2 p.m., $22-$70.50, oaklandballet.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 


Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., $15-$55, oebs.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 


With guests Kim Burrell and Kid 
Beyond. Sat., Dec. 6, 7 p.m., $12-$42. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 
Wed., Dec. 24, 7 & 
9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 Tith St., S.F., 255-0333, 
slimspresents.com. 
Thu., Dec. 18, 7 
p.m. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 
Filipino holiday 
celebration presented by Kularts. Sat., Dec. 13, 5 p.m., 
free, kularts.org. Yerba Buena Gardens, Fourth St. & 
Mission, S.F., 284-9589, yerbabuenagardens.com. 


Fri., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $35- 
$53.65 advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F., 
567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 


Saturdays, Sundays, 2 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 
6, 7 p.m. Continues through Dec. 7, $35+, pyb.org. 
San Mateo Performing Arts Center, 600 N. Delaware, 
San Mateo, 650-762-0258. 


Fri., Dec. 5,8 p.m., $25-S100. 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, 2515 Fillmore, S.F., 
346-3832, calvarypresbyterian.org. 


Sun., Dec. 7,4 p.m., 
$14-$17, piedmontchoirs.org. Old First Presbyterian 
Church, 1751 Sacramento, S.F., 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

With Moving Units, 
plus DJs Aaron Axelsen & Omar Thu., Dec. 18, 9:30 
p.m., $13-$15, popscene-sf.com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 
Fell, S.F., 861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m., $5-$10. Wells 

Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., 

Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Sun., Dec. 14, 4 

p.m., $14-$17, ragazzi.org. Old First Presbyterian 

Church, 1751 Sacramento, S.F., 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

Sat., Dec. 

20, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20, ragazzicontinuo.org. St. 

Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, S.F., 928-7770, 
stmarks-sf.org. 


Sat., Dec. 6,9 p.m., $65-$85 advance (includes open 
bar), ragemas.com. Venue 550, 550 15th St., S.F., 
510-816-0420, venue550.com. 


Featuring Aimee Mann, Ted Leo, Susannah Hoffs, 
Tim Heidecker, and more. Fri., Dec. 5, 9 p.m., $35-$47 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F., 346-6000, 
thefillmore.com. 
Thu., Dec. 4, 
5:30 p.m., free. Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 600 Stockton, 
S.F., 296-7465, ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/ 
SanFrancisco. 
Sat., Dec. 6, 9:30 p.m., 
$18 advance. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, S.F., 
673-8000, boomboomblues.com. 
Featuring 
Carly Ozard and the Kelly Park Big Band Thu., Dec. 11, 
8 p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
S.F., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 


Sun., ee 7, 4 p.m., $20, sacredprofane. 
org. St. Francis Lutheran Church, 152 Church, S.F., 
621-2635, sflcsf.org. 

Through Jan. 19, 2015, 

10 a.m. At 30 p.m., $7-S11 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 

unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, S. F, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

, Dec. 12-16; Dec. 

18-24; Dec. 26-29, sfballet.org. War Memorial Opera 
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House, 301 Van Ness, S.F., 864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 

San Francisco Bazaar Holiday Show: Dec. 13-14, 
11 a.m.-6 p.m., free, sanfranciscobazaar.org. Fort 
Mason, Herbst Pavilion, Marina, S.F., 345-7500, 
fortmason.org. 

San Francisco Choral Artists: Postcards from 
Abroad: Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., $12-$30, sfca.org. St. 
Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, S.F., 928-7770, 
stmarks-sf.org. 

San Francisco Choral Society: A Festival of Carols: 
Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., $12-$15, sfchoral.org. First 
Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco, 1187 
Franklin, S.F., 292-4892, uusf.org. 

San Francisco City Chorus: Sing-Along Messiah & 
Holiday Fair: Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., $10, sfcitychorus. 
org/messiah. Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 201 
Eucalyptus, S.F., 564-8833, lakesidesf.org. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: Dancers, Prancers, 
and Vixens: Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 2 & 8 
p.m., $25-$65, sfgmc.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
S.F., 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: 25 Christmas 
Eves (and Counting) - 25th Annual Home for 
the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 24, 5, 7 & 9 p.m., $25- 
$35. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

San Francisco Girls Chorus: Northern Lights: Mon., 
Dec. 8, 8 p.m., $30-$65, sfgirlschorus.org. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, 
sfsymphony.org. 

San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band: Dance- 
Along Nutcracker - Frosty’s Hawaiian Holiday: 
Sat., Dec. 13, 2:30 & 7 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 1la.m. & 3 
p.m., $10-$50. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, S.F., 978-2787, ybca.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols: Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., free, 
sfrvoices.org. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., S.F., 664-2543, seventhave- 
nuechurch.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: Fifth Annual 
Boar's Head Festival & Mid-Winter Gala: Sat., 
Jan. 3, 8 p.m., $25-$50, sfrvoices.org. Seventh 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., S.F., 
664-2543, seventhavenuechurch.org. 

San Francisco Sinfonietta: Handel's Sing It Yourself 
Messiah: Mon., Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m., $15-$30, sfsin- 
fonietta.org. Mission Dolores, 3321 16th St., S.F., 
510-343-6146, missiondolores.org. 

SantaCon 2014: Sat., Dec. 13, noon. Multiple San Fran- 
cisco Locations, Multiple addresses, San Francisco. 

The Santaland Diaries: Dec. 17-24, $15-$25, combi- 
nedartform.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 
788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Saturdays Unplugged: Hanukkah: With Saul Goodman's 
Klezmer Band Sat., Dec. 20, 4 p.m., free. Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
S.F., 292-1200, jccsf.org. 

S.F. Eagle Xmas Party: Thu., Dec. 18, 7 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 
398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

S.F. Symphony: Peter and the Wolf: With Rita Moreno 
Sun., Dec. 14, 1& 4 p.m., $15-$65. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: Dec. 18-20, 8 p.m., 
$15-$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 
864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - Live!: 
Fri., Dec. 19, 4 p.m.; Dec. 20-24, 2 p.m.; Dec. 21-23, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Deck the Hall - Holiday Favorites: 
Sun., Dec. 7, 11 a.m. & 3 p.m., $40-$58. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, 
sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Home Alone: Holiday film screening 
with the Ragazzi Boys Chorus, San Francisco Boys 
Chorus, and San Francisco Girls Chorus Dec. 12-13, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

SFSU Ceramic Guild Annual Holiday Sale: Through 
Dec. 5, 9 a.m., free. SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building, 
1600 Holloway, S.F., 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

Sharon McKnight: Twisted Xmas - A Druid’s View 
of the Holidays: Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 27, 
8 p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
S.F., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Shawn Ryan: A Merry Little Xmas: Dec. 6-7, 7 p.m., 
$25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F., 
394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 
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Sing You a Merry Christmas: Sat., Dec. 13, 11 a.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 20, 11 a.m., $10-$25, cityboxoffice.com. 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, S.F., 749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

Single in the City: Ice skating mixer for singles. 
Thu., Dec. 4, 8 p.m., $7-$11 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, S.F., 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

SMILE Christmas Extravaganza: With Paige & The 
Thousand, Slaybells, Uni & Her Ukulele, Diana Gam- 
eros, Karina Denike, Héléne Renaut, and The Aerosols 
Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m. Viracocha, 998 Valencia, S.F., 
374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: Dec. 
10-14, $51-$68, smuinballet.org. Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro, Mountain View, 
650-903-6000, mountainview.gov/mvcpa. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: Dec. 
18-21; Dec. 23-24; Dec. 26-27, $24-S67, smuinballet. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 700 
Howard, S.F., 495-6360, ybca.org. 

Snow Village at the Hyatt Regency: Featuring daily 
snowfalls at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30, free. 
Hyatt Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, 
S.F., 788-1234, sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret Fri., Dec. 19, 7:30 & 10 
p.m., $24-$36 advance. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, 
S.F., 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

SparkSF Holiday Party: Tue., Dec. 9, 6-9 p.m., $20 
(free for members), sparksf.org. Slate Bar, 2925 
16th St., S.F., 558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's: The San Francisco 
SPCA hosts its 28th annual pet adoption displays in 
the windows of the downtown Macy's store. Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, free, sfspca.org. Macy's Union Square, 
170 O'Farrell, S.F., 397-3333, macys.com. 

St. Francis Sugar Tree: Candy Christmas tree created 
by pastry chef Jean-Francois Houdré. Through Jan. 
2, 2015. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, S.F., 
397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

St. Francis Sweet Shoppe: Saturdays, Sundays, 11 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 21. The 
Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, S.F., 397-7000, 
westinstfrancis.com. 

Terry Disley’s Jazz-Nutcracker: Sun., Dec. 7, 4:30 
p.m., $35. Douglas Beach House, 311 Mirada Rd., Half 
Moon Bay, thedouglasbeachhouse.com. 

Tinsel in Tomorrowland: After-hours holiday party 
for adults ages 18+. Fri., Dec. 12, 7-10 p.m., $12-$15, 
waltdisney.org/animate-your-night. The Walt Disney 
Family Museum, 104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 

‘Tis the Season for Science: Through Jan. 4, 2015. 
California Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, 
S.F., 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Trailer Trash Christmas: Ducal Council drag show, 
Mama's Family toy drive, and Camp Sunburst fund- 
raiser featuring Mutha Chucka Mae, Pam Purrs, 
Penny Slots, Aja Monet, U-Phoria, and more. Sun., 
Dec. 7, 4-7 p.m., free. The Edge, 4149 18th St., S.F., 
863-4027, edgesf.com. 

Union Street Fantasy of Lights: Sat., Dec. 6, 3-7 p.m., 
free. Union Street, between Van Ness & Steiner, S.F., 
unionstreetsf.com. 

Western Addition Holiday Indie Mart: Tue., Dec. 9, 
5-10 p.m., free. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
S.F., 771-1420, theindependentsf.com. 

Westlake School for the Performing Arts: The 
Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 6, 6 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 7, 2 
p.m.; Mon., Dec. 8, 1 p.m., $30-$35, wspadance. 
com. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F., 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Windham Hill Winter Solstice Concert: With Barbara 
Higbie, Will Ackerman, and Liz Story Fri., Dec. 19, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
S.F., 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Winter Walk S.F.: A pop-up holiday pedestrian plaza 
next to Union Park on Stockton between Geary and 
Ellis. Through Jan. 1, 2015, free, visitunionsquaresf. 
com/event/winter_walk_sf. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, S.F., 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Yvonne Flores: Under the Mistletoe: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 
p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein's at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
S.F., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 
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COLLECTIVE ACTION 





By Lily Janiak 


It’d be hard to imagine a mode 
of theater more seemingly apt for our 
newsfeed-dominated age than the San 
Francisco One-Minute Play Festival, a 
two-night event, now in its fifth year, 
that features more than 80 one-minute 
plays by more than 50 playwrights, all 
locals. 

But Dominic D’Andrea, who created 
the first One-Minute Play Festival 
in New York nine years ago (and has 
since seen it spread to more than 20 
American cities), is adamant that 
one-minute play festivals are not the- 
ater for the Twitter age. 

“It’s quite the opposite,” D’Andrea 
says by phone from New York, where 
he’s in tech rehearsals for another 
One-Minute Play Festival. “I hate 
when it’s framed that way. This work 
requires a great amount of focus.” 

The One-Minute Play Festival, 
D’Andrea says, is not about catering 
to short attention spans or racing 
against the clock (though he takes the 
one-minute cap very seriously). “We're 
asking 100 playwrights to consider the 
communities and neighborhoods that 
they belong to and the way they live 
their lives, and I ask them to create 
moments that could only happen in 
this place and time, that speak to the 
here and now,’ he says. “When they 
submit these moments, we're looking 
at the emerging themes, ideas, and 
connections. So it’s really amazing 
that 10 playwrights in the city would 
write about one topic, and 10 play- 
wrights will write about another topic, 
and 10 playwrights will write about a 
third topic, so that there are these four 
to 10 huge narratives that organically 
emerge in the structure of the work. 
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Scenes from 2013's 
One-Minute Play 
Festival. 


“We're performing a mind-map of 


100 pulses of storytelling,” D'Andrea 
continues. “It’s like a core sample: 
sticking something in the earth and 
looking at a cross-section of what’s 
there.” 

The event’s focus wasn’t always 
so lofty, he says. In its first year, the 
One-Minute Play Festival featured “a 
lot of gags and dick jokes.” But as the 
festival matured, it’s found a higher 
calling in democratically and organ- 
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heater of the Hive Mind 





ically capturing the zeitgeist of the 
community. An evergreen theme of 
the San Francisco festivals has been 
the way technology impacts our re- 
lationships; this year’s plays will also 
tackle everything from the drought to 
gentrification. D’Andrea, in collabo- 
ration with the plays’ nine directors, 
orders the event according to these 
themes, with each thematic group get- 
ting its own director. 

In bringing this event to S.F,, 
D’Andrea partnered with Playwrights 
Foundation, one of the top new play 
development centers on the West 
Coast. Artistic director Amy Mueller, 
in inviting more than 90 playwrights 
to participate, concentrated on getting 
as diverse a cross-section of the com- 
munity as possible, in terms of gender, 
race, and ethnicity, as well as career 
level. “T really did my homework,” she 
says. ‘I really reached out to communi- 
ties of people we haven’t worked with 
before.” Some participating writers, 
like Aaron Loeb, Megan Cohen, and 
Christopher Chen, are some of the 
most well-known in the area, while 
others are fresh out of grad school. 

This sense of camaraderie — which 
can be rare for writers, who often 
work alone — is what draws many 
to participate in the festival. “It’s a 





really nice community-building for 
theater artists,” says Braden Marks, a 
playwright who’s in the festival for the 
second time. “It’s not as competitive 
as it can sometimes be, because it’s a 
minute or two for everyone. As you 
take in these themes that emerge, you 
see that no one playwright could have 
really created that. You get this sliver 
of what people are concerned about in 
the city right now.” The audience that 
turned out last year was so big that 
the festival sold out a week in advance, 
motivating a move to a larger venue, 
the Brava Theater, this year. 

The playwrights who accept the 
challenge of the one-minute play festi- 
val relish its constraints. “It forces you 
to be very particular about how you 
use language and how you manipulate 
time,’ says Elizabeth Spreen, also a 
two-time participant in the festival. 
“It’s an opportunity to experiment ina 
really safe way.” 

Both Spreen and Chen — who's 
participated in the festival all five 
years it’s been in San Francisco — 
believe that the most successful 
one-minute plays layer surprise upon 
surprise. Marissa Skudlarek, a sec- 
ond-time participant, stresses that to 
achieve that surprise, the onus is on 
an immediately recognizable opener. 
“You have to make sure it’s really clear 
what’s going on from the get-go in the 
writing and the direction. You can’t 
puzzle.” Then, she says, “you have to 
get from the opening tableau to a dif- 
ferent place in the span of a minute.” 

Challenging as that seems, it can 
also be liberating, says Chen. “Once 
you have the core of the idea,” he says, 
“there’s an allowance to cut away all 
the bullshit of a full-length play.” 


The San Francisco 
One-Minute Play Festival 


8 p.m. Dec. 15-16 at Brava Theater, 
2781 24th St., S.F. $18-$36; brava. 
org or playwrightsfoundation.org 
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TOE-CURLING JOY TO THE WORLD 


Magic Under the 
Christmas Tree 


Some say that sexy and Christ- 
mas just don’t go together, but I dis- 
agree. I legitimately find sexy Mrs. Claus 
outfits arousing, and during December, I 
unironically listen to “Santa Baby.” 

With all the exhausting social and 
familial obligations that accompany 
the holiday season, I find it’s necessary 
to squeeze in a little naughty holiday 
cheer in the form of a filthy evening 
spent under the tree with a special gift 
that would simply be inappropriate for 
Christmas morning. 

There are fewer than 25 shopping 
days before Christmas, so it’s time to 
start nailing down what your XXXmas 
gift to yourself or your partner will be. 
We are fortunate to live in a post-Betty 
Dodson universe where there are hun- 
dreds of sex toys to choose from and 
vibrators are commonplace in 
the bedroom. 

But in the 19th 
century, females 
were believed not 
to have any sex 
drive at all. Vic- 
torian women 
sought treat- 
ment for hyste- 
ria, a condition 
that caused 
symptoms such 
as restlessness, 
anxiety, irritabil- 
ity, and wetness 
between the legs. 

Fortunately, a 
doctor could easily treat 
this condition by applying 
vegetable oil to the female patient’s 
genitals and manually stimulating 
the vaginal canal and the clitoris until 
a clinical paroxysm (not an orgasm, 
mind you, women were still believed 
to be incapable of this act) was in- 
duced and the patient received acute 
and immediate relief from the hysteri- 
cal symptoms. 

When men give hand jobs for a 
living, they’re called doctors, but when 
women do it, they’re called whores. 

But doctors who treated hysteria 
soon began to complain of muscle 
strain and cramped fingers. Too many 
hand jobs in one day can take quite the 
toll on one’s body — I know from ex- 
perience. Necessity being the mother 
of invention, the vibrator was born. 
Electricity was still new, but people 
had priorities. 

The electric vibrator came before 
the electric vacuum, and as home 
electronics grew in popularity, wom- 
en were no longer beholden to their 
creepy doctors to curb anxiety and 
wetness between the legs. Anyone 
with a Sears and Roebuck catalog 
could buy their own personal electric 
cure for hysteria. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 








@ o® 
OresierjicapeldteSe™ 


The Hitachi Magic Wand is a direct 
descendent of these turn-of-the-19th- 
century models. I truly cannot stress 
enough how critical it is that every sin- 
gle American own one of these. It has 
been helping people achieve galactic 
heights of pleasure since 1968. 

Originally marketed as a personal 
massager to aid with sports injuries 
and tense muscles, the wand lacks 
the aesthetic allure of modern vibra- 
tors. There’s no bright colors or ani- 
mal-shaped ears tickling the clitoris. 
The Magic Wand looks like it could 
actually be a humble back massager: It 
has two settings, isn’t waterproof, and 
plugs into the wall with a 6-foot cord. 

But in the 1970s, sex educator and 
artist Dodson let the world in on Hi- 
tachi’s big, buzzing secret: The Magic 
Wand was a revolutionary tool for 
achieving life-altering orgasms and so 
much more. The Magic Wand seems to 

make every single 
sexual act more 
pleasurable. It 
can be useful 
during vaginal 
and anal sex — 
I’ve even used 
it for BDSM 
activities like 
impact play. 
Though 
it may look 
clinical and 
clunky to the 
untrained 
eye, it is actu- 
ally one of the 
most powerful 
and best-selling 
sex toys, witha 
quarter-million devices 
sold in 2014 alone. 

The traditional Japanese engi- 
neers over at Hitachi never intended to 
make the world’s most beloved sex toy, 
and, in fact, they’re more than a little 
perturbed by it. In 2013, we almost 
lost the Cadillac of vibrators, as Hita- 
chi no longer wanted to be associated 
with it. Luckily, its American distribu- 
tor, Vibratex, managed to reach a deal 
with the Japanese company and re- 
branded the product to omit any men- 
tion of the Hitachi name and only be 
known as “The Original Magic Wand.” 

But the original name has stuck, 
and now the company is synonymous 
with the device. I’m sure I’m not alone 
when I giggle to myself whenever I see 
a drill or a television labeled “Hitachi.” 

So this holiday season, don’t let 
yourself get overwhelmed by the end- 
less options of candy-colored silicone 
sex toys, and don’t spend an arm and 
a leg on over-the-top fetish gear. If 
you buy one sexy gift this season, 
make it a classic — a gift as tradition- 
al and old-fashioned as a hot toddy 
on Christmas Eve: the Hitachi Magic 
Wand. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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BS CRU ATU > HOLIDAY FILMS 


Lights of the Season 


The year closes out with those Important Films and Oscar bait that you can share 
with the family or see by your own damn self. 


By Sherilyn Connelly 
and Jonathan Kiefer 


A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night, 
Dec 5 

There’s nothing not to get excited 
about in this feature-length debut. Not 
only is it shot in glorious black and 
white, it’s also an Iranian (!) vampire 
(!!) western (!!!), complete with Ennio 
Morricone-style music. If that doesn’t 
turn you on, you may already be dead. 
(See review this page.) 


Top Five, Dec. 5 

Chris Rock’s directorial career has been 
sparse but fascinating. His previous film 
was a remake of an Eric Rohmer picture, 
and his new movie has shades of Woody 
Allen’s Stardust Memories, as Rock plays a 
comedian who doesn’t want to make 
funny movies anymore. Unsurprisingly, 
it looks very funny. 


Happy Valley, Dec. 5 

It’s the holidays! Time to gather loved 
ones, get a little reflective, maybe watch 
some football, and, um, revisit the awful 
sex-abuse scandal that brought shock 
and disgrace to Penn State. Berke- 
ley-raised doc-maker Amir Bar-Lev, pre- 
viously of The Tillman Story, doesn’t shy 
away from sensational controversies. 
What he does is dig into them, seeking 
humanity and shades of gray. Here that 
involves the hazards of uncritical 
sports-culture obsession. 


Zero Motivation, Dec. 12 

The genre of Israeli military comedies — 
and it is a genre, albeit an obscure one — 
gets new life from Tayla Lavie’s debut 
film about two female soldiers struggling 
with boredom in a remote desert out- 
post, and their superior officer, who just 
wants her career to go somewhere. 


The Imitation Game, Dec. 12 

After breaking Nazi codes and basically 
winning World War II, British mathemati- 
cian Alan Turing pretty much invented the 
computer and modern-day artificial intel- 
ligence. Then he was chemically castrated 
for being gay, and poisoned to death with 
cyanide — either murder or suicide, de- 
pending on who you ask. Last year the 
Queen granted Turing a posthumous par- 
don, but nothing really says “we're sorry” 
like Benedict Cumberbatch playing him in 
a posh, Oscar-hungry historical thriller. 


The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies, Dec. 17 
Sure, it’s the third part of an overlong ad- 
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aptation of a children’s book, but that’s 
how blockbusters work now, so, what- 
ever. The real warning sign is that subti- 
tle, which makes the film sound 
sleep-inducing. Martin Freeman is al- 
ways good, but you might want to smug- 
gle in a pillow just in case. 


National Gallery, Dec. 19 

Last seen in these parts with the lauded 
At Berkeley, documentary grandmaster 
Frederick Wiseman now delves into one 
of the world’s greatest museums, a Lon- 
don institution housing seven centuries’ 
worth of art and several individuals re- 
sponsible for keeping it freely available 
for public observation. 


Annie, Dec. 19 

Obviously Hollywood loves comics, and 
musical theater, and rebooting (aka cash- 
ing in on) old stuff. So who are we to re- 
sist a movie based ona comic, anda 
musical, when it’s produced by Jay-Z and 
Will Smith, stars Quvenzhané Wallis and 
Jamie Foxx, and is about a headstrong or- 
phan girl and a billionaire industrialist? 


The Interview, Dec. 24 

The new James Franco and Seth Rogen 
comedy has the unique no-such-thing- 
as-bad-publicity advantage of being de- 
scribed by the government of North 
Korea as an act of terrorism. Is that why 
a recent sneak preview screening at the 
Castro Theatre was securitized to within 
an inch of its life? Is it why North Korea 
is threatening more nuclear tests? 


Big Eyes 


Into the Woods, Dec. 25 

Its drab color palette notwithstanding, 
this adaptation of Stephen Sondheim’s 
storybook mashup musical appears to 
contain that all-important element lack- 


ing from so many modern fairy tale mov- 


ies: fun. Remember when “fun” was a 


thing, before fantasy movies had to be all 


dark and gritty to appeal to boys? 


Big Eyes, Dec. 25 
Tim Burton’s stock has dropped over 


the decades as he’s gone from a daringly 


inventive upstart in the 80s to the cur- 
rent purveyor of big-budget schlock. 
(See also: Sam Raimi.) But redemption 
may be found in this biopic written by 


Scott Alexander and Larry Karaszewski, 


the scribes of Burton’s 1994 master- 
piece Ed Wood. 


Mr. Turner, Dec. 25 

Mike Leigh directs Timothy Spall as the 
prolific 19th-century English painter 
J.M.W. Turner, whose work became a 
sublime segue from Romantic land- 
scapes to Modernist abstractions, and 
whose life was full of gropes and grunts. 
(Stay tuned for our interview with Spall 
at sfweekly.com.) 


Inherent Vice, Jan. 9ish 
The first Thomas Pynchon book ever to 


become a movie goes all out and becomes 


a Paul Thomas Anderson movie — a 
zany, many-sided detective story star- 
ring a spectacularly mutton-chopped 
Joaquin Phoenix! 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT music 


URS TRU > FILM REVIEWS 


A Girl Walks Home Alone 
at Night 

Not rated. Opens Friday 

at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 


Ana Lily Amirpour’s fantastic A Girl 
Walks Home at Night is being promoted 
as “the first Iranian Vampire Western,” 
an accurate if somewhat reductive de- 
scription, since there’s so much more 
going on. In the industrial wasteland of 
Bad City — Taft, Calif., standing in for 
Iran, with echoes of Jim Thompson’s 
underworld of El Rey — a chador-wear- 
ing, skateboard-riding vampire known 
as the Girl (Sheila Vand) stalks the vari- 
ous criminals and lowlifes that populate 
the town, at least when not dancing to 
her favorite jams in her apartment. 
Things change when she finds herself 
falling for a sensitive young man named 
Arash (Arash Marandi), and while the 
love story is not without its touching 
moments, the story ultimately isn’t as 
important as the mood and relentless 
cleverness on display. (Amirpour can 
also direct the heck out of a cat.) Like so 
many debut films, A Girl Walks Home at 
Night wears its influences on its stripey 
sleeve, and Amirpour’s acknowledged 
fondness for Sergio Leone and David 
Lynch is evident in the striking wides- 
creen black-and-white cinematography, 
Bad City’s stark suburban decay also re- 
calls Jim Jarmusch’s Stranger Than Par- 
adise. And speaking of whom, with all 
due respect to Jarmusch’s recent work, 
Amirpour’s A Girl Walks Home at Night 
is the best vampire film of the year. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Point and Shoot 


Not rated. Opens Friday 
at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 


As straight men reluctantly cede domi- 
nance of the culture, the definition of 
masculinity has become increasingly 
diffuse. Marshall Curry’s documentary 
Point and Shoot considers one fellow’s 
attempt to become a man, whatever 
that may mean. Realizing that he was a 
bit of a loser for spending most of his 
time in the basement playing videog- 
ames — and that the longer he avoided 
the real world, the less likely he was to 
become his childhood hero Indiana 
Jones — young Baltimore native Mat- 
thew VanDyke decided to give himself a 
“crash course in manhood” by filming 
himself riding a motorcycle across 
northern Africa. (And rechristening 





himself Max Hunter, obviously.) The 
majority of the movie is culled from the 
hundreds of hours of footage VanDyke 
shot, especially when his bromance with 
a “Libyan hippie” leads him to take up 
arms in the revolution against Gaddafi. 
And what boy doesn’t want to be a big 
man with a gun? That we know Van- 
Dyke survived unscathed doesn’t make 
Point and Shoot any less tense, as he 
makes one inexplicable, testoster- 
one-driven choice after another. Indeed, 
the secret hero of the film may well be 
his girlfriend Lauren back home, who 
should be granted sainthood for her pa- 
tience as her boyfriend fights in other 
people’s wars to figure who he is. SC 


Wild 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 


Cheryl Strayed chose her last name, fig- 
uring the many meanings of the word 
“strayed” to be her heritage. It was she 
who, beloved for her candor and com- 
passion, wrote the Rumpus advice col- 
umn “Dear Sugar.” Also, one time, to 
work through some heavy stuff, she 
hiked 1,100 miles of the Pacific Crest 
Trail by herself. Wild is the movie of the 
bestselling book that hike begat. Jean- 
Marc Vallée directs, from a Nick Hornby 
script, which is all well and good, but 
maybe also a little disappointing if you 
think too much about how this humbly 
literate prospectus of feminist gumption 
apparently couldn't reach the big screen 
without ultimately getting handed off to 
a team of men. You might quarrel with 
the choice of Reese Witherspoon in the 
lead role, too, but it’s consistently clear 
that the material means a lot to her. 
Laura Dern, as Cheryl's mother, is ex- 
pectedly spry, and Gaby Hoffmann, asa 
close friend, registers warmly if too in- 
frequently. Meanwhile, the casting of 
the lesser-knowns, those necessarily 
itinerant minor players, is absolutely 
spot on — they all seem like real human 
beings, which helps a lot if all they’re 
here to do is teach our heroine things 
about herself. Much attention also has 
been paid to editing and sound design, 
which adds turbulent layers of memory 
into her present-tense perseverance, but 
the effect seems sometimes like over- 
statement. That Strayed’s odyssey ap- 
pears neatly timed to conclude with 
newfound self-acceptance is mostly just 
a function of how movies like this need 
to work. It is another survival story, after 
all, but an affectingly delicate one. Jon- 
athan Kiefer 


Point and Shoot 
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BSAA AT a FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


OPENING 


Happy Valley Having built an impressive career 
doing context restoration work on some of Amer- 
ica’s most sensational scandals, Berkeley-raised 
documentarian Amir Bar-Lev won't want for good 
material in the coming years. This year his unhappy 
task was to revisit Happy Valley. For a long while, if 
there was any place in America where the culture 
of football seemed unambiguously constructive, 
an improver of young people's lives, it was at Penn 
State University. Then in 2011 it came to light that 
a coach there had sexually abused dozens of boys, 
and his boss, a community hero, hadn't stopped 
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him. The swift, awful fallout from this bomb 
included what one observer in Bar-Lev's film calls 
a “shaming spectacle,” ostensibly intended for 
constructive catharsis but woefully inadequate for 
that purpose. What's clear is that being devastated 
didn’t quell the Penn State community's yen for 
quasi-religious ecstasies, nauseating though they 
sometimes are. Although occasionally lacking 
in expository clarity, Happy Valley nonetheless 
proves a fine procedural report on the formation of 
uncritical groupthink. No one gets a last word, per 
se, but some manner of wisdom endures in the com- 
ment from a local muralist who says removing Joe 
Paterno’s halo was the hardest thing he had to do. 
What's most affecting is Bar-Lev's steadfastness in 
using movies as a means of nuance-appreciation. 
He keeps faith in a human capacity for transcending 
the sensational. The odds may for now seem long 
against that in Happy Valley, but here this complex 
portrait is anyway. (JK) 


Miss Julie The title character in August Strindberg's 


oft-adapted 1888 play still is a plum role for female 
actors eager to move beyond being merely an in- 
génue, and in Jessica Chastain’s performance here, 
unfortunately, that eagerness is the takeaway. We 
see a lot of actorly fireworks, and some intense 
fuse-lighting focus, yet somehow she just never 
seems fully in the moment. Adapted and directed 
by Liv Ullmann, with all the fiercely assured sen- 
sitivity we'd expect from the most distinguished 
alumna of Ingmar Bergman films, this Miss Julie 
transplants the action — a long dark night of power 
plays between a baron’s daughter and her father's 
valet — from Sweden to Ireland, with Colin Farrell as 
Chastain’s challenger, and Samantha Morton as his 
wounded and deceptively stoical fiancee, the house 
cook. Ullmann stays wise to Strindberg’s pitiless 
if arguably woman-phobic adult understanding of 
human feelings, and matches his skill for bringing 
upstairs-downstairs melodrama to a bleak boiling 
point. Echoing with a tuneful Schubert piano trio, 
this cavernous yet airless mansion is the perfect 
arena for a war between lovers, or would-be lovers, 
whose fusillades include much shouting, sobbing, 
and mutual bootlicking. Chastain’s exertions 
aside, it may also be the most trembly Colin 
Farrell performance on record. What redeems it 
from self-parody, and testifies to its longevity, is 
Ullmann’s force of will. (JK) 


Murder of a Cat Cat harshness alert: The title of 


Gillian Greene's comedy is not metaphorical. It 
is indeed about a cat’s murder, and we see quite 


a lot of the deceased feline. The cat’s owner is 
a twentysomething nerd named Clinton (Fran 
Kranz) who still lives in his mother’s basement, 
creating action figures and seldom changing out 
of his bathrobe. When he finds his cat impaled 
with a crossbow on the street, Clinton sets out to 
find the culprit, an investigation involving a local 
hairstylist named Greta (Nikki Reed), a big-box 
store owner named Ford (Greg Kinnear), and 
the town’s sheriff (J.K. Simmons), whom Clinton 
really wishes wasn't quite so into Clinton's mom 
(Blythe Danner). Murder of a Cat is occasionally 
reminiscent of Quentin Duplex's Wrong, also a 
suburban mystery spurred on by foul play involving 
a pet (though in Wrong it was a stolen dog rather 
than a murdered cat, because you can't kill dogs 
in movies). But where that film was overwhelmed 
by its self-conscious absurdism, Murder almost 
doesn't go far enough: The picture could use more 
laughs, and perhaps a little less attention paid to 
how Greta helps Clinton learn to be a man. Still, if 
nothing else, Murder of a Cat is a good example of 
why cats should be kept indoors. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. SFAI Intro to Film Final 
Class Screening: Includes screenings of the group 
projects Mash Film and Torch and Shadows Unite!, 
plus individual works by 15 young filmmakers from 
the San Francisco Art Institute. Wed., Dec. 3, 7:30 
p.m. $4. 992 Valencia, S.F., 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Castro Theatre. Lost Landscapes of San Francisco 9: 
Rick Prelinger presents the latest in his immensely 
entertaining and popular (i.e., already sold out) 
series of short films shot in the San Francisco of 
yore. Thu., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. sold out. longnow.org. 
Sing-A-Long Sound of Music: Fri., Dec. 5, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 6, 1&7 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 7,1& 7 p.m. $11-$16. 429 
Castro, S.F., 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Century San Francisco Centre 9 and XD. RiffTrax 
Live: Santa Claus: Michael J. Nelson, Kevin Murphy, 
and Bill Corbett revisit René Cardona’s 1959 cine- 
matic stinker (as previously seen during Mystery 
Science Theater 3000's fifth season). Thu., Dec. 
4,8 p.m. rifftrax.com. 845 Market, S.F., 538-8422, 
cinemark.com. 

Clay Theatre. Whiplash: through Dec. 4. Miss Julie: 
starting Dec. 5. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, S.F., 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Santa Claus 
- The Movie: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly and Tim Kay 
watch Dudley Moore play an elf in the 1985 Christmas 
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flick that’s less ‘Ho! Ho! Ho!"’ and more “No! No! 
No!"’ Sun., Dec. 7, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, S.F., 
401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 


Davies Symphony Hall. Disney in Concert: A Tale as 


Old as Time: Film and music medleys with the S.F. 
Symphony and guest vocalists Juliana Hansen, Sarah 
Hicks, Andrew Johnson, Whitney Claire Kaufman, and 
Aaron Phillips. Dec. 3-4, 7:30 p.m. $30-$100. 201 Van 
Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. The Homesman: daily. 


Birdman: daily. The Theory of Everything: daily. 
1 Embarcadero Center, S.F., 267-4893, landmark- 
theatres.com. 


Exit Theatre. Now and at the Hour: See H.P. Mendoza’s 


cinematic capture of Christian Cagigal's magical 
show before it makes the VOD rounds. Cagigal also 
performs in person before each screening. Starting 
Dec. 5. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 13. $15-$25. 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, theexit.org. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, S.F., 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


New People. //th Annual Another Hole in the Head 


Film Festival: The 2014 edition of SF IndieFest's 
yearly horrorfest starts smack dab in the middle 
of Advent and includes such non-holiday fare as 
Tony Kern's Singapore ghost story anthology After- 
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Film Festivals 


Another Hole in the Head 
Dec. 5-15 at New People Cinema. 
sfindie.com. 
SF Indiefest’s Another Hole in the Head 
horror festival starts a bit later every 
year; by 2016, it’ll probably take place 
over Christmas (which it totally 
should!). But this year it’s smack dab in 
the middle of Advent, and kicks off 
with Tony Kern’s Singapore-based an- 
thology film Afterimages. After burning 
a paper effigy of a movie camera as of- 
ferings to the dead, as you do during the 
Hungry Ghost Festival in Singapore, a 
group of film students discover five film 
reels containing ghost stories in the 
ashes. The acting in the connective tis- 
sue with the students is not so great, 
but some of the short films are effec- 
tively spooky, particularly the claustro- 
phobic Skin Deep. Closing out the 
festival, meanwhile, is Juan Ortiz’s re- 
markable Jennifer Help Us. Proudly shot 
in Carrollton, Mo., onan iPhone 4S, it’s 
a far more atmospheric and compe- 
tently made slasher film than youd ex- 
pect from a movie shot on an iPhone 4S 
in Missouri. (Maybe Ortiz will upgrade 
to an iPhone 6 Plus for his next picture.) 
Among the highlights elsewhere in the 
fest are Marc-Andre Samson's cabin-in- 
the-woods exercise Where the Devil 
Dwells, as well as venerable classics such 
as James Cameron's 1986 Aliens and 
Tobe Hooper’s 1982 Poltergeist. Both 
are presented in the dying 35mm for- 
mat, probably for the last time. (SC) 


New Waves in Mexican Cinema 
Dec. 4-21 at the Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts. 978-2787 
or ybca.org. 
In this country, and maybe in others, 
the most famous Mexican filmmakers 
tend to be the showoffs. That so many 
of us know the names Alejandro 
Gonzalez Inarritu, Alfonso Cuar6én, and 
Guillermo del Toro (respectively of Bird- 


images, Marc-Andre Samson's cabin-in-the-woods 
exercise Where the Devil Dwells, Chris LaMartina’s 
tentacular genre comedy Call Girl of Cthulhu, Hitoshi 
Matsumoto's kinky sex dramedy R100, and Juan 
Ortiz's remarkably atmospheric (for a film shot on 
an iPhone 4S) Jennifer Help Us. Also featured are 
venerable classics such as James Cameron's 1986 
Aliens and Tobe Hooper's 1982 Poltergeist — both 
presented in the dying 35mm format, probably for 
the last time. Dec. 5-15. sfindie.com. 1746 Post, S.F., 
525-8630, newpeopleworld.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Citizenfour: daily. Antarctica: 


A Year on Ice: through Dec. 4. The Way He Looks: 
daily. Force Majeure: daily. A Girl Walks Home Alone 
at Night: starting Dec. 5. Daily. Point and Shoot: 
starting Dec. 5. Daily. 601 Van Ness, S.F., 777-3456, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. Food Chains: through Dec. 4. Pulp: A 


Film About Life, Death & Supermarkets: It's also a 
film about Jarvis Cocker, his band, and the city of 
Sheffield. Wed., Dec. 3, 9:30 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 4, 9:30 
p.m. Happy Valley: Dec. 5-11. Murder of a Cat: The 
title of Gillian Greene's comedy is not metaphorical. 
The deceased feline’s owner is a twenty-something 
nerd named Clinton (Fran Kranz) but when he finds 
his cat impaled with a crossbow on the street, he 
sets out to find the culprit. Dec. 5-10. The Great 
Invisible: While nuclear accidents may create a 
more famous form of fallout, this documentary 


man, Gravity, and Pacific Rim) means 
there’s a market for spectacle-mongers 
with grandiose ambitions. But there’s 
also a place, at least at Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts this month, for the 
burgeoning Mexican directors who do 
beautiful work in a less-is-more mode. 
The action of The Empty Hours (Las 
horas muertas), by Aaron Fernandez, 
consists of lingering in a roadside rent- 
by-hour motel, whose teenage custo- 
dian takes up a relationship with one of 
its regulars. And in a most inviting way, 
the title is apt. José Luis Valle’s spartan 
micro-budget marvel The Searches (Las 
busquedas) reportedly was shot “with 
five people over seven days and with 
$1,500,” and accordingly has much to 
teach us about economy in storytelling. 
A potent parable about bereavement, 
Valle’s film gets its power precisely from 
how little is seen or said. There’s a simi- 
lar kind of concentration in The Naked 
Room (El cuarto desnudo), a documen- 
tary by Nuria Ibanez, which is simply a 
series of close-ups — of children and 
young teens, telling therapists about 
their deeply troubled lives. The stories, 
so directly expressed, can wrench even 
the hardest heart. We can only hope 
some of these kids might find solace or 
solidarity in ratty punk music like the 
lanky adorable scamps in We Are Mari 
Pepa (Somos Mari Pepa), whose more 
middle-class adolescence, rendered by 
director Samuel Kishi Leopo with great 
warmth and infectiously specific detail, 
mostly involves the struggle to come up 
with even two songs that they can re- 
member and actually play. Here the 
main character fills his room with pic- 
tures of famous bands whose faces he 
sometimes cuts out so as to insert his 
own. More telling, though, are several 
nearly mute interactions with his 
grandmother, in whose old-fashioned 
world he reluctantly but respectfully 
lives. There’s more to life, and art, than 
merely making noise. (JK) 


from Margaret Brown traces the personal and 
environmental fallout resulting from the explosion 
of BP's Deepwater Horizon oil drilling platform in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Dec. 6-10. Something Ventured: 
Dan Geller and Dayna Goldfine appear in person 
to present their 2011 paean to profitable venture 
capitalists. Tue., Dec. 9, 7 p.m. $7.50-$10. 3117 16th 
St., S.F., 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. New Waves in 


Mexican Cinema: The YBCA shines a light on bur- 
geoning Mexican directors who do beautiful work 
in a less-is-more mode, including José Luis Valle’s 
economical, potent parable about bereavement, The 
Searches (Las busquedas) (Dec. 11 and 14); Nuria 
Ibafiez's direct and wrenching documentary The 
Naked Room (EI cuarto desnudo), which is simply 
a series of closeups of children and young teens 
telling therapists about their deeply troubled lives 
(Dec. 18 and 21); Aaron Fernandez’s The Empty Hours 
(Las horas muertas), in which a teenage custodian 
takes up a relationship with one of the regulars in 
rent-by-hour roadside motel (Dec. 13 and 14); and 
Samuel Kishi Leopo's We Are Mari Pepa (Somos Mari 
Pepa), about a crew of lanky adorable scamps who 
struggle to come up with even two punk songs that 
they can remember and actually play (Dec. 4, 6, and 
7). Starting Dec. 4. Thursdays, Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. $8-$10. ybca.org/new-waves-mex- 
ican-cinema. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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THE CHALLENGES OF CHILDHOOD 


Small Potatoes 


Someone wrote a letter to The 
New York Times Ethicist column about 
whether or not it was ethical to tell 
Koko the gorilla that her friend Robin 
Williams had died. At first glance this 
seems like a pretty basic question: Why 
create unnecessary anguish in an ani- 
mal over something that she would 
never find out on her own? But then 
you have to ask yourself about the na- 
ture of the interactions with Koko in 
the first place. She has shown us that 
animals are capable of empathy, anger, 
glee, and sadness. If our purpose is to 
see how “human” a gorilla can be, then 
let’s treat her like one. We all have to 
deal with unpleasant things. 

I have to remind myself of this 
when I watch MasterChef Junior. It’s 
a spinoff of MasterChef that features 
kids 13 and under who are ridiculous- 
ly talented cooks. They are also prime 
Disney Channel material, full of 
personality and quirks. A few of them 
have some adorable speech impedi- 
ments, which, like obesity, is some- 
thing we find cute in small children 
but absolutely unacceptable by puber- 
ty. If you are fat with a lisp at 13 you 
might as well just be homeschooled. 
I’m pretty sure that there are stylists 
backstage who are helping each child 
hone his or her look; a season one 
runner-up wore exaggerated Minnie 
Mouse bow-style headbands of all 
colors and stripes that just screamed 
“props department.” The show also 
employs some sort of filter over the 
camera that makes greens purplish 
and oranges fire-red. Everything is on 
broil, man, not simmer. 

The problem arises when the wee 
ones make mistakes, or have some 
sort of failure and you see the sides of 
their mouths start to tremble. Their 
eyes well up. Their chin goes down. | 
was born with empathy to spare and 
I’m instantly transported into their 
little psyches like a medium. I know 
how it feels to screw up mashed pota- 
toes when you only have 30 seconds 
left and Madison from Shreveport 





© BY KATY ST. CLAIR © 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


has taken the last stick of butter. 
What’s even stranger is that as I 
channel their pain I go even further 
with it. You can’t do anything right, 
Katy. Why are you even here, Katy? Did 
you think you could actually pull this 
off? Then there’s this dark curtain 

of shame that lowers. In short, this 
show is hella triggering. 

I once had a therapist who was 
working with me on this stuff, all the 
pain that I didn’t know how to deal 
with as a kid. We were talking about 
when I would have my own kids, and 
how I would never want them to see 
Bambi or read a book where the dog 
died. I didn’t want them to feel that 
bad. But she pointed out to me that 
in healthy houses, children get sad 
and the parents deal with it with 
them. They let them feel sad and 
process it. This was a total revelation 
for me. Whoa, it’s okay to feel bad. It’s 
what you do with those feeling that 
matters. 

The kids on MasterChef Junior are 
blowing my mind with how together 
they are. They don’t take each re- 
jection as a blueprint for an entire 
life’s worth of never succeeding. They 
cry when they undercook their pork 
but then they know that they have 
done better before and will do better 
again. All of this leads me to wonder 
how exactly they were vetted. Jackie 
Cooper told a story in his book Please 
Don’t Shoot My Dog about when he 
was a child actor in The Champ in 
1931. In order to get him to cry, the 
filmmakers took his dog backstage 
and fired a pistol. I can’t see Gordon 
Ramsay doing such a thing (Joe 
Bastianich, maybe), but there had to 
have been some sort of test to see 
how the children handled bad feel- 
ings. These kids have what it takes. 

When all is said and done though, 
is it ethical to put little kids in 
high-pressure situations that pit 
them against one another and open 
them up for crushing defeats? Is it 
okay to see a small 

child shaking and 
in tears over some 
stupid cupcake? I’m 
still uncomfortable 
with it. I guess at 
heart I’m that flaky 
liberal parent who 
wants all the kids 
to get “I’m Special!” 
T-shirts. I want to 
watch Mork and 
Mindy with Koko 
and laugh, and nev- 
er ever tell her that 
Robin’s not around 
anymore. I want 
everyone to win. 


KatyStC@ Yahoo.com 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 





PIZZA | 


7H HanisonSt 1737 Haight 
896-0700 668-5577 





2109 Polk 
345-0600 


3242 22™St. 
206-0555 


333 Bush 
421-0700 





WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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FRANCOPHILES REJOICE! 


Same as 
it Ever Was 





By Anna Roth 


I suppose it was inevitable: Af- 
ter a decade or more of renouncing the 
oldfangled French bistro in favor of 
newer, more exciting cuisines, San 
Francisco is bringing it back. First the 
city was subject to the modernist styl- 
ings of Monsieur Benjamin, an updated 
brasserie from Michelin-starred chef 
Corey Lee that opened in Hayes Valley 
over the summer. Now comes another. 
This one’s a hybrid wine bar/wine 
shop/bistro in SOMA near the ballpark 
from Mark Bright, Saison’s much-deco- 
rated sommelier and co-owner, and 
Cara Patricia, Saison’s former cel- 
lar-master. Named after single-vine- 
yard sites in France, Les Clos doesn’t 
break much new ground or significantly 
challenge the palate. But it’s classy and 
cozy in equal measure, and I found it 
was easy to succumb to its charms. 

The barrier to entry at Saison is 
high, with its $248-a-person tasting 
menu (not even counting wine pair- 
ings). Les Clos is downright proletar- 
ian in comparison. The small cafe is 
open all day, serving pastries, coffee, 
and a short breakfast menu in the 
mornings, a more robust sandwich 
menu at lunch, and 
a combination of 
small plates, entrees, 
and cheese and 
charcuterie platters 
in the evenings. As 
such, it’s well-suited 
for a whole range of 
needs for the evolv- 


234 Townsend, 795-1422, 
lesclossf.com 

Hours: Mon-Fri8 a.m.- 
midnight, Sat-Sun 10 
a.m.-midnight 


when confronted with the “Parisian 
gnocchi,” a dish of small, ethereal 
potato dumplings wedded together 
with comte cheese, creamy bechamel 
sauce, and a generous allotment of 
bacon, all browned on top. The dish 
was comfortingly cheesy, though 
probably richer than you want to 
tackle on your own. 

That near-overwhelming richness, 
often a symptom of French cuisine, 
came through strongly in a few other 
dishes. One of the biggest deviations 
from tradition was the kitchen’s take 
on the croque monsieur, which was 
set on a croissant instead of light 
white bread, and was closed-faced 
instead of open. It was delicious — 
how could that elementally soothing 
combination of ham, cheese, and be- 
chamel be anything else in hands as 
capable as these? — but the buttery 
croissant pushed it even further into 
indulgence territory. I was sharing it 
with a friend; I couldn’t imagine eat- 
ing the whole thing. 

Maybe it wouldn't be so hard if 
you cut through all the richness with 
one of the wines. Forty are available 
by the taste, glass, 
or carafe, and 
befitting the formi- 
dable palates and 
access of Bright 
and Patricia, there 
is a deep library of 
by-the-bottle selec- 
tions. The staff is 


Les Clos 


ing neighborhood, supremely helpful 
including meetings, ate with recommen- 
laptop workdays, geil teal Meenas dations, and those 
happy hour, and din- Shae basquez $18/26 looking for an 
ners, both alone at iene aux inidane $6 education as much 
the long wine bar or Dan haces as a drink can avail 
with a friend or two Died confit $12 themselves of 

at a cafe table. At the Paité de campagne the flights, which 
back of the room, $10/$14 focus on different 
wine is for sale on Egg enmuerette $10/$15 wine-growing re- 
racks surrounding Ice cream $4/$8 gions and styles. 


a loungey area with 
leather couches. 

Les Clos’ kitchen 
is helmed by another Saison alum, 
former pastry chef Shawn Gawle, 
who is putting his significant talents 
to bear on a well-edited bistro menu. 
It’s hard to stay in a bad mood 
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The restaurant 
has no liquor 
license but gets 

around it with lovely wine cocktails, 
like a simple mix of Lillet and rose 
wine that’s light enough to drink 
during lunch without sacrificing an 
afternoon of productivity. 


MUSIC 





Overall there were very few disap- 
pointments on the menu. I loved the 
crisp skin, moist meat, and savory 
flavors of the Basque roast chicken 
served at dinner. Green salads were 
well-dressed with a citrusy vinai- 
grette; the frisee salad with poached 
eggs and bacon lardons was a clas- 
sic example of the form. Canoes of 
bone marrow were as caveman-like 
and satisfying as ever. At lunch, pan 
bagnat — that classic Nicoise salad 
with tuna, anchovies, and vegetables 
— was like a French muffaletta, while 
duck confit was flinty and well-round- 
ed, and sliced cornichons kept it from 
being too one-note rich. 

The bread on the duck confit sand- 
wich was a little too hard and crusty to 
be really effective, but that is a nitpick, 
and the other complaints were small 
too: The paté de campagne wasn’t as 
flavorful as it could have been, more a 
kind of bland slab of protein, and the 
egg en meurette, which came in a small 


Gabrielle Lurie 


Parisian gnocchi: a great dish for 
a gray day. 


ramekin with braised shortrib, maitake 
mushroom, and red wine reduction 
sauce, needed salt to give it any flavor 
at all. 

With many of its menu items in the 
$8-$12 range, Les Clos is surprisingly, 
refreshingly affordable. That doesn’t 
mean that the well-heeled Saison 
clientele isn’t well taken care of. In 
addition to carafes of wine that stretch 
into the triple digits, there is also 
caviar service ($85-$140), and a $150 
cup of vintage pu'er tea. Lord knows 
that two years at Saison have taught 
Bright, Patricia, and Gawle that there 
are plenty in the neighborhood willing 
to pay for such things. But thankfully, 
with Les Clos they’re interested in 
serving simple, well-made French food 
to the rest of us, too. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Kushido One- 
Ups the Izakaya 


By Ferron Salniker 


The newest addition to Oak- 
land’s Temescal is a comfortably sleek iza- 
kaya-style restaurant with more than 20 
top-notch sakes and a beer menu witha 
unique selection of Japanese craft beers. 
Owner Jonathan Moon says that, similar 
to a traditional izakaya — where drinking 
is accompanied by grilled skewers called 
yakitori — the bar is the focus at Kushido 
and the food is a complement. After an 
evening enjoying both, I'd say the food 
could easily share the spotlight. 

Unlike many specialized drink lists, 
the extensive sake menu here won't 
make you feel dumb. Descriptions are 
helpful and concise so that novices won't 
feel intimidated, but there’s enough 
range to keep connoisseurs excited. I 
started my meal with a glass of the ton- 
zai snow maiden, a fruity unfiltered sake 
with the chewy texture of coconut milk, 
and cleansed my palate mid-meal with 
the super dry and crisp eiko fuji. 

The beer list sways toward craft Jap- 
anese beers on draft and bottled, most 
identifiable by their price tags of $9 to 
$13. My conversation with bar director 
Jason Huffman started with a short his- 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Crystal Jade: The first outpost of this Asian chain has 
opened in a massive 20,000-square-foot space near 
the Embarcadero after a $14 million renovation. The 
high-end restaurants are known for soup dumplings 
and specialties like roasted suckling pig. Four 
Embarcadero Center, 399-1400, crystaljade.com 

Emmy’s Spaghetti Shack: Everyone's favorite purveyor 
of spaghetti and meatballs has moved down the 
street. The new digs are bigger, but the eclectic 
décor, community vibe, and stick-to-your-ribs food 
promise to remain the same. 3230 Mission, 206- 
2086, emmysspaghettishack.com 

Hapa Ramen: After years of pop-ups, chef and divisive 
tweeter Richie Nakano finally has his own brick-and- 
mortar in the Mission. The new spot isn't just soup 
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Almost every bit of the 
chicken is available on 
the Yakitori mee. 
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tory lesson on Japanese craft beer and 
ended with a hazy, bronze-colored red 
rice Hitachino ale with a bitter front and 
smooth caramel finish. Don’t be afraid 
to ask questions. There’s an unpre- 
tentious scholarly quality among staff 
members and they’re excited to answer. 

There are two food menus, the yakitori 
— grilled just behind the bar — and an- 
other menu with cold and hot appetizers, 
a few non-skewered items from the grill, 
noodles and rice, and some fried dishes. 
The standout starter was definitely the 
kinoko foiruyaki, shitake mushrooms on 
a bed of enoki mushrooms grilled with 
butter and lemon inside an aluminum foil 
packet that, when opened at the table, 
burst with smells of smoke and citrus. 

Former chefs of Umami and Ozumo 
show off their range with the tonkotsu 
ramen and the karage chicken. Both 
are solid, as are the calamari steak with 
teriyaki sauce and the adegashi tofu. 
Specials change frequently, but if you 
catch it, order the beef tendon. At first 
glance, its shiny gelatinous appearance 
is a little mysterious, but the dish has 
been slow-cooked since 10:30 a.m. and 
tastes like sweet condensed beef broth 
and caramelized onions. 

You can get almost every bit of the 
chicken on the yakitori menu, as well 
as a few bacon-wrapped morsels and 
veggie skewers. On both menus dishes 
run from $3 to about $8 and are meant 


to be shared. >» p36 


though: Look for fried chicken-stuffed steam buns, 
sweet and spicy pork ribs, and more. 2293 Mission, 
haparamensf.com 

Rintaro: The new 60-seat izakaya at 14th and Folsom 
comes from Sylvan Mishima Brackett, formerly of 
Peko Peko and Chez Panisse. He spent a while in Japan 
doing research for the restaurant so expect a To- 
kyo-style menu replete with skewers and other small 
plates. 82 14th St., 589-7022, izakayarintaro.com 

Rx: The latest in Dennis Leary and Eric Passetti’s down- 
town bar empire (Natoma Cabana, Terminus, et al.) 
comes to the old Trocadero Club space. Its cocktail list 
is based on an actual old-timey menu for “medicinal 
alcohol” and is heavy on the amaro. 710 Geary 

Tap(415): Westfield Mall's new gastropub “Under the 
Dome" comes from the 25 Lusk guys, which means 
its menu is refined comfort food — think prawn corn 
dogs and pastrami tater tots. Along with a long tap 
list, the drinks menu also features boozy milkshakes 
and a bacon-infused Old Fashioned. 845 Market, 
tap415.com 


Since 1974 


wad 





Chicken Kabob 


inc. salad & rice 


With Coupon. All day long. Expires 11/1/14 


2 Piece 


Fish & Chips 


With coupon. All day long. Expires 11/1/14 
1135 18th St. / San Francisco 


415-282-9289 


nell PIZZA 


SINCE 1975 
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Open Fri & Sat 


WINGS "TILL 2AM 
$300 /stice 


GAN FRANCISCO 
509 VALENCIA ST @ 16TH | (415) 255-1303 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


PHER 


HAPPY HOUR 





PITCHERS «& 
MARGARITAS 


SERVED BY THE GLASS 
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GILBERTH St 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


NV Ke} ATe Fe Ware ys liu laersb 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 
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Mikkeller BAR 


LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 


34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415) 984-0279 
www.mikkellerbar.com 
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3200 24th Street y 
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415-990-7510 
Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM 
Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM 
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THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO 
TRADITION 
FOR OVER 65 YEARS! 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 























Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 


Won Ton 





Pancakes 





TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
umn ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com ini 


KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


TAQUERTA 
PGANE SUN 


BEST Ate * 


Br CAB os 
Sef af the ey date 


Wi NIN ER 
bp h s 


BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
COULD E: LY Mya e 


Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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Moon says that weekends are already 
packed, so pay a visit during the week 
to avoid a wait. For now it’s just offering 
dinner service, but expect ramen and 
donburi for lunch soon. 


Kushido 
4828 Telegraph, kushidooakland.com 


Come for the Bar, 
Stay for the Tacos 


By Pete Kane 


Sexing up the triple junction of 
Sanchez, Market, and 15th streets is the 
bombastic HECHO (briefly known as Ban- 
didos, before it zigzagged after Latino 
groups called the name out for being an 
ethnic slur). With its kapow-red outdoor 
seating, figure-eight-knot light fixtures, 
and rear wall plastered with close-ups of 
Mexican currency, it’s definitely one of the 
more attractive ground-floor spaces in Up- 
per Market’s new construction. 

Since this is the Castro, the bar had 
better be good, and the cocktail menu by 
Sipcraft puts the agave front and center. 
For starters, the Bacanora Negroni, 
made with Cynar and mole bitters, was 
one of the most innovative variations on 
that particular classic I’ve had. (Bacan- 
ora is an agave liqueur that wasn’t even 
legal to distill until the ’90s.) Thankfully, 
the Smoke on the Water (Del Meguay 
Vida mezcal, Ancho Reyes, cane syrup, 
and Angostura bitters) did not come 
with a gust of liquid nitrogen or some- 
thing gimmicky; it was a superb balance 
of smoke and heat. 

HECHO is a restaurant whose kitchen, 
in breadth although not in quality, ulti- 
mately feels subordinate to its bar. The 
menu consists of starters, 10 or so tacos, 
and three proper entrees (one of which, 
it must be said, is a decidedly non-North 
American fried whole fish). The duck 
mole taco was moist and flavorful, but the 
standout was the prawn and chorizo — of 
which I was initially suspicious because 
of the combination of crustaceans and 
cheese. It worked nicely. Along with a ter- 
rific short rib quesadilla, it made for a fine 
dinner, and the churro doughnut holes 
with Bi-Rite salted caramel ice cream were 
the right thing to wrap up with. 

It didn’t have the most auspicious of 
beginnings, but HECHO is clearly going 
to find its niche. For all its nightlife, 
there really isn’t that much in the Cas- 
tro that’s this hip. A glance at a packed 
house revealed the neighborhood at its 
most diverse, which is welcome news 
when we're talking about $5 tacos. But 
HECHO’s cocktail selection is so unlike 
the rest of the Castro that there’s no 
need to step away from the bar. 


HECHO 
2200 Market, 926-5630 
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415-321-8899 
MRCRAVEBISTRO.COM 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


ee We 
thebuenavista.com 
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E21) TRYING SO HARD 
Magic Gauntlet 


I'd thought “Helena” was only 
in town for the afternoon, but she was 
staying in San Francisco overnight. The 
last time I was in Chicago she’d been 
too tired to hit the town, so now that 
she was here she committed to “last 
man standing” protocols. The night 
wouldn't end until I said it ended. 

Which was great — except that I 
got the news at 3 o'clock and already 
had plans. How the hell could I make 
this work? 

I called E., whose new house I was 
supposed to visit for the first time. 
Arranged to make that a shorter visit. 
We'd just get a pizza. 

I called Jimmy. “Hey, I’ve got a VIP 
in town and can’t be on-site for a cou- 
ple of hours. Can you handle it?” 

He agreed to pick Helena up at her 
hotel (in a convertible if he could get 
it, in a Black Rock City DPW truck if 
he couldn’t), show her around 
town, and then take her to 
my favorite bar, the tiny 
SRO nestled within 
another bar, OddJob, 
where I'd hopefully 
arrive later. 

I emailed Joey, 
the bar manager, 
and said I'd have 
some people com- 
ing in. 

I called up Mir- 
iam. We were sup- 
posed to go toa late 
night thing, but now 
I asked if I could cancel 
the thing and instead 
recruit her into my sponta- 
neous effort to give an out-of- 
town guest a magical time. Miriam 
— who is still angry at me because 
she thinks I portrayed her as “the 
worst date in the world” when she 
first appeared in this column — said 
yes, and agreed to rendezvous with 
Jimmy and Helena at the bar. 

[had pizza with E. and her new boy. 
Hopped on BART. Raced to OddJob. 
Arrived just after Helena texted me, 
asking, “Are you even showing up?” 

“Oh ye of little faith!” I said when 
I arrived. 

“Thad the most amazing drink!” 
she gushed. 

We needed a jumpstart, so we 
raced over to Martunis. Sat in a cor- 
ner near the piano and listened to 
some incredible singers (and a few 
others) belt out classics. 

“Why are you trying so hard?” 
Miriam whispered to me. 

I had no idea. I barely know Hel- 
ena. “Because ... | want to make sure 
the magic happens, I guess.” 

Miriam gaped at me. “But you 
don’t have to try! You just are!” I’ve 
been getting that kind of thing from 
her a lot lately. But she’s one to talk: 
She didn’t have time to go home and 
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change before meeting Helena, so 
she went to a department store and 
bought new clothes and a makeover. 
Just for this. And then had a hard 
time explaining why. 

But it’s obvious: Creating magic 
trumps everything. You have to un- 
derstand that about us. 

I got up and sang “Hallelujah” — 
my signature Martunis piece. 

Three hours and two venues later, 
we were in a booth at Sparky’s, on 
Church. 

As one of S.F’s few all-night din- 
ers, Sparky’s is a crucial part of many 
nightlife experiences. It’s run-down, 
with a slightly terrifying boy mascot 
who looks like he was lifted off an 
80s videogame, and a wait staff that 
forgets about a third of what you 
order. We need it so much more than 
it needs us. We ordered pizza and 

hash browns and pancakes 
and grilled cheese. I had a 
“Sparky’s Lady” (vodka, 
triple sec, lime juice), 
which was smooth 
and easy. We ate 
like crazy. 
“Tonight’s 
been amazing, but 
I’m so glad we’re 
done,” Helena 
said. “I can’t take 
any more.” 
I had nothing 
more. Our last stop 
had been a show 
at the Old Mint, and 
now I was tapped out. 

But she didn’t know that. 
“What do you mean, done?” 

I asked. “Next we’re going toa 
warehouse after-party!” 

“Oh God ...” 

“In Berkeley!” 

“NO!” she leaned over the table. 
“Benjamin, please don’t make me go 
to Berkeley!” 

I sighed. “Okay. But we're still going 
to sunrise champagne in Pleasanton.” 

“Make it stop!” 

“Let’s get you back to your hotel.” 

It took us 10 minutes to get the 
check. We walked out the door. Hele- 
na admired the exterior. “I do lovea 
good neon sign.” 

Oscar Wilde said to “cure the soul 
by means of the senses, and the sens- 
es by means of the soul.” Sparky’s is 
a place where we overindulge in one 
kind of excess to recover from anoth- 
er kind. It turns out that’s an essen- 
tial technique. And even if it wasn’t 
... we can’t help ourselves. 


Sparky’s Diner 


242 Church St., 626-8666, 
sparkysdinersf.com 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 











NOT SO SILENT NIGHT 


ORACLE ARENA. OAKLAND, CA 


LINKIN PARK 
FALL OUT BOY 
RISE AGAINST 
YOUNG THE GIANT 


FUTURE ISLANDS 
WALK THE MOON 


IMAGINE DRAGONS 
ALT-J 
INTERPOL 
CAGE THE ELEPHANT 


SPOON 
VANCE JOY 


Artists Subject To Change 
LIVE1O5.COM FOR THE LATEST NSSN HAPPENINGS 


BUY TICKETS AT LIVENATION.COM. TO CHARGE BY PHONE (800) 745-3000. LIMIT 8 TICKETS PER PERSON. ALL DATES, ACTS AND 
TICKET PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. ALL TICKETS ARE SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE SERVICE CHARGES. 
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Make-Out Room 


’ 


WED 12/3 AT 9PM FREE 


FRIGO- INTERNATIONAL 


DISCOTHEQUE 

DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 

W/ SPECIAL GUEST ALEXANDRA 
REILOFF OF FUSION DANCE 
PERFORMING W/ HER STUDENTS 
CUMBIA, THAI FUNK, SAMBA, AFRO-BEAT, 
SALSA, RAI, ELECTRO-REGGAE, AFRO-FUNK, 
ASIAN-PSYCH, & ROCKSTEADY 


THURS 12/4 AT 7:30PM $8 


LECHEROS GAZE + HOT 
LUNCH + QUEEN CRESCENT 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


DJ FOODCOURT & HIS PALS 


ROCK, POP, SOUL, AND CRAP 


FRI 12/5 AT 7:30PM $8 


STEVE DAUBENSPECK 


RECORD RELEASE PARTY 
W/ THE SEAGULLS & VIRGIL SHAW 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 


DJ 2SHY-SHY AND DJ MELT W/U 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, AND GROOVE 


SAT 12/6 AT 7:30PM $8 


MUSK + STALINS OF SOUND 


(SAN DIEGO) 
W/ THE TUNNEL=BEEKEEPERS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 


SUN 12/7 AT 7:30PM $10 
KUGLEPLEX + APE + DJS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


VERY SPECIAL SURPISE GUESTS 


WE LIKE TO CUT & SLICE OUR RECORDS, ADD SOME 
DRUMS, PUSH THE BRASS, LOOP THE SWEET SPOTS... 


MON 12/8 9PM FREE 


WHEEL OF KARAOKE 


IS A FUN KARAOKE GAME SHOW WHERE 
AUDIENCE MEMBERS SING SONGS WHILE TAKING 
ON THE WHEEL OF FATE IN HOPES TO WIN THE 
GRAND PRIZE! GUEST COMEDIANS, MUSICIANS, & 
VAUDEVILLE ACTS CAMEO THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT 


TUES 12/9 AT GPM FREE 
DJ TONEARM: AMPLIFIED SOUL 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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MUSIC “IF I'MA-SOCIOPATH, AT LEAST I'M MY OWN SOCIOPATH.” 


Explaining Billy Corgan 


Two decades after they first conquered the alt-rock world, the Smashing Pumpkins stillhave something to prove. 


By Emma Silvers 


On May 23, 2000, the Smash- 
ing Pumpkins’ frontman Billy Corgan, he 
of shiny bald head and unmistakable 
wail, announced in a live interview on 
L.A.’s KROQ-FM that the band would be 
breaking up at the end of its current tour. 
The next evening, they played before a 
sold-out crowd at the Berkeley Commu- 
nity Theater, an auditorium at Berkeley 
High. Corgan said very little between 
songs. People in the audience were cry- 
ing. On the first, sweet notes of the 
iconic guitar opening to “Today,” the 
room felt like it might literally explode. I 
was 15 years old, and I was pretty sure 
we were witnessing one of the most 
monumental events in the history of 
popular music. 

I wasn’t alone: There was a time 
when a lot of people truly believed 
that the Smashing Pumpkins were The 
Most Important Rock Band Ever. It’s 
tough to imagine now, when the guitar 
kings who ruled the ’90s are predom- 
inantly relegated to either nostalgic 
package tours (Counting Crows, Third 
Eye Blind, Smashmouth) or Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Hall of Fame induction followed 
by an anticlimactic official breakup an- 
nouncement, ala R.E.M. 

Despite having never again achieved 
the level of commercial success he 
enjoyed in the 90s, Billy Corgan has 
not accepted either of these roads as 
options for the Smashing Pumpkins 
following the band’s re-formation in 
2007. He’s dabbled in other things: 

He owns a tea shop in Chicago, has 
worked on musicals and a still-in-pro- 
duction professional wrestling show, 
wrote more than 70 songs inspired 
by Chicago history, formed and broke 
up the band Zwan, published poetry, 
and, to the amusement of many, re- 
cently appeared on the cover of PAWS 
magazine to raise money for no-kill 
animal shelters. But the Pumpkins — 
no matter who else is in the lineup; 

at this point, he’s the only consistent 
member — are his life’s opus, and he’s 
made it abundantly clear that he’s far 
from done. 

In 2009, he announced Teargarden 
by Kaleidyscope, a 44-track Smashing 
Pumpkins project based on Tarot. 
Monuments to an Elegy, out Dec. 9, is 
the second-to-last record in that cycle, 
an emotive, straightforwardly melodic 
work whose early singles rely heavily 
on swirling guitar and synth. Monu- 
ments displays Corgan as a songwrit- 
er’s songwriter again, in which context 
it doesn’t matter who else is playing 


os 





Es 


the instruments behind him (though 
Tommy Lee from Motley Criie on 
drums never hurts anything). On “Fife 
+ Drum,” Corgan repeats “I will bang 
this drum to my dying day” with sucha 
calm determination that you can’t help 
but believe him: Whatever comes next, 
Billy Corgan will not be going quietly 
into that good night. 

He will, however, play the Warfield 
Dec. 11. We caught up with him by 
phone from Chicago the week before 
he left for tour. [Note: This interview 
has been condensed; for the full version, 
go to sfweekly.com.] 


SF Weekly: What is this time 
before you leave for tour like? 

Billy Corgan: It’s kind of a mad 
scramble. I’ve never played with Mark 
[Stoermer, from the Killers] and Brad 
[Wilk, from Rage Against the Machine] 
before, so I want to make sure they’re 
comfortable — they’re both putting 
themselves out there, coming from 
really successful bands, and putting in 
a lot of work. Smashing Pumpkins are 
known as a great live band, so we can’t 
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just show up and ramble through; es- 
pecially since a lot of the newer songs 
are kinda prog, there’s just a lot to do. 
I’ve also been working on a mini-mu- 
sical that will be out in December in a 
musical theater here [in Chicago]. My 
friend is the director and she asked me 
to get involved. I’ve seen some blogs 
talk about that with a smirk, but it’s a 
really incredible world. I’ve also been 
working on my book, and songs for 
Day for a Night. There’s no shortage of 
things to do. 


You've been the only consis- 
tent member of the Smashing 
Pumpkins for a while, and now 
you're touring with a different 
band than the one that played 
on the record. Does that influ- 
ence how you write? 

Not really. At some point, I had 
to give up on the proprietary idea of 
band equals these people equals album 
equals tour, repeat. Jimmy [Cham- 
berlin] left in ’96...so essentially since 
96 I’ve been dealing with the fact 
that I don’t get to have this fixed cast 


to write and build for and coordinate 
with. I’m a writer who prefers to write 
for a purpose, or from a character, 
more, anyway...but it has been a weird 
journey ever since losing that footing. 
In terms of the lineup for the live 
show, I just want people who play rock 
with real power. 


On your blog, you recently 
wrote an explanation of why 
you were leaving your wrestling 
project, and you've also been 
transparent about the ups and 
downs of writing your last few 
records. Why do you share so 
much with your fans? Do you 
feel obligated? 

No. Not that anybody noticed, but 
there were a few years where I really 
didn’t say that much. And then at 
some point I came back to sharing just 
as a genuine “this is who I want to be 
as an artist.” I’m not a big fan of the 
classic line when people say, “Yeah, but 
Picasso was an asshole” — that need 
to conflagulate the artist’s personal 
life and ethos with their output. Most 
artists I know are fairly conflicted per- 
sonalities, and their art becomes a way 
they can express something closer to 
their own truth, especially if they can’t 
do that in their life. 


You've been in the public eye 
for so long now. Have you devel- 
oped some tactics for dealing 
with it? 

What’s interesting is ’'ve spanned 
a really unique period of history in 
terms of being a public artist — from 
the ubiquity of MTV, to the dawn of 
social media, to now what I'd calla 
kind of second Internet age. I’ve lived 
through three distinct social eras with 
three completely different sets of rules 
and expectations. In the ’90s, it was all 
about credibility in the “alternative” 
world, and now I don’t even know what 
alternative means anymore. I flipped 
on the alternative station in Chicago 
the other day and it was 30 Seconds to 
Mars, Lorde...not that I have anything 
against those artists, but that’s not the 
world I grew up in. 


Do you have a stance on 
the recent hot-button topic of 
streaming music services, the 
Taylor Swift vs. Spotify kind of 
thing? 

Well, No. 1 — I saw Billboard 
announced they’re going to change 
the way they do the charts; they’re 
going to count streams. It’s a con to 
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keep the pop stars of the moment up 
in the charts longer, and it’s going to 
cut the ankles of artists like myself, 
who are really the meat and potatoes 
part of the business, who consistently 
have an audience, who draw sales, 

who aren’t ephemeral. But the music 
business keeps shooting itself in the 
foot over and over again by artificially 
propping up their quote-unquote best 
and brightest, because they don’t really 
know what else to do, but a lot of these 
pop stars just can’t keep up. 

I have young nieces who are huge 
fans of One Direction, and Five Sec- 
onds to whatever, and the fact that 
they even love music enough to listen 
to them over and over is great — it’s 
not like I’m sitting there rolling my 
eyes. But the pop stars at stake can’t 
compare to the pop stars of yesteryear, 
the dynasties, and they’re definitely 
not affecting culture the way every- 
one pretends they are. It’s a bunch of 
smoke and mirrors. 


How has that affected your 
career? 

For one, quality takes time — we 
don’t sit there with 10 producers run- 
ning beats all day, and then we get to 
go out and promote a perfume. Even 
though I qualify in the .01 percent of 
record sellers, I get treated like I live 
in the middle of the forest, because 
they can’t build that glossy campaign 
around us. I’m friendly with Sean 
Parker, I’ve known him since Napster 
and I’ve got no bone to pick with those 
guys; they’re brilliant and they’re 
using music like everybody else does: 
to sell their shit. But musicians like 
Taylor Swift are starting to realize 
they’re getting jacked. To me, Taylor 
Swift is underpaid. Artists have yet to 
receive their vested power. And the 
music business keeps treating people 
like me who won't go away like they’re 
expendable, but we’re the backbone of 
the industry. 

I had an executive at a former label 
say to me, “What are the chances you'll 
re-form the original Smashing Pump- 
kins for one gig?” And I said, “Zero, no 
chance, are you kidding me? If I hav- 
en't done it already, I’m not doing it for 
you.’ And he said, “Okay, well I asked 
Pink Floyd the same question.” And I 
said, “Two of the guys are dead.” And 
he goes, “I still asked.” They view us 
like we’re cardboard cutouts. So they 
run sociopaths out there who are will- 
ing to be that thing, this object that 
the Bowies of the world used to make 
fun of, and what they get in return is 
their ship sinks anyway...they’re inden- 
turing those artists to a model that will 
pay them less. And the mythos of rock 
stars and pop stars was that they were 
free. If I’m a sociopath, at least I’m my 
own sociopath. 


What drives you to keep going? 

It’s something akin to the same 
righteous indignation I felt when I was 
18 years old — the feeling of being 
undervalued by people, by my father, 
who was a musician. Some of the last 
vestiges of “I'll prove it to you.” I’m 
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naturally lazy, so I think I need that 
extra bit of vinegar. But I'll do this one 
other album next year, then step back 
and go “Where is this?” I’ve thought 
about picking one city to play a bunch 
of shows in once a year, doing unique 
sets, things I think fans would enjoy 
— basically taking the band away from 
the hamster wheel of this business 
that constantly tells me I don’t equal X 
and I don’t equal Y. 

There’s a level of surprise going on 
now because for a lot of station pro- 
grammers, they thought they knew 
what the Pumpkins were and now they 
don’t know where it all lands; there’s a 
bit of reserve, a psychological scram- 
ble. It’s almost like you were a bench 
player and now you're a starter and 
people can’t get over it. Some writer 
who had made fun of me recently 
wrote something like “this reminds us 
that he was once an architect of the 
90s.” Which, it’s really strange that 
that title apparently had been lost. 


You recently got pissed at 
Anderson Cooper for making fun 
of your charity work. Were you 
surprised by reactions to that 
magazine cover? 

I think it said everything about 
the fact that people don’t read beyond 
headlines, this hipster-based thing of 
“look how far he’s fallen, he’s fallen 
to doing cat magazines.” The fact that 
no one on his staff even bothered to 
Google it — because there’s no way 
they would have ran that [segment] if 
they knew it was for charity. There’s 
this implanted image in people’s heads 
of who Iam and who | was that has 
no relation to reality. It kind of comes 
in waves of irony: Those people don’t 
care about me, they don’t care about 
my cats, they don’t care about the time 
I took to do the charity, they don’t 
care about the time Jeff and I raised 
$120,000 [for charity] by doing shows 
in people’s houses, or how beautiful 
that was to them, how many cats and 
dogs were helped. 

I think it says more about their lack 
of depth than my insanity, that my 
cultural contribution is the source by 
which they measure their place in the 
world, because they have no accom- 
plishments. You are literally the pifiata 
of the day, which is why the Anderson 
Coopers don’t stand for anything — 
they’re nothing more than ambulance 
chasers. The great irony is that ina 
four-day cycle, he interviewed the Foo 
Fighters, then tore into me for being 
on the cover of a cat magazine. Foo 
Fighters, value; Billy, pifiata. But the 
more people who treat me like a pifia- 
ta, the more strength I have. My cred- 
ibility becomes almost unassailable. 
And because I’ve made mistakes, and I 
admit them, you cannot fuck with me 
on my record. Or on my records. How 
do you explain someone like me? Your 
math formulas just don’t work. 


The Smashing Pumpkins 


8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, at 
The Warfield. $52, sold out; 
thewarfieldtheatre.com 


Hos —_ STHEC,_ 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


BLEACHERS 


WEDNESDAY. MARCH. 11 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


RAINBOW GIRLS 


THE HOT TODDIES, THE SHE'S, T SISTERS, KENDRA MCKINLEY 


Dap) iit 4 Antiboins 


i 


ON SALE 


THURSDAY! 
SUNDAY, MARCH IS 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $42.50 


LOS LOBOS 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 ¢ $28.50 


IN THIS MOMENT 


TWELVE FOOT NINJA, STARSET, 
3 PILL MORNING 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


DE LA SOUL 


DILLON COOPER 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


MOLOTOV 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER S5 


DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 


THE RETURN OF AIMEE MANN’S DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 $22.50 
CHRISTMAS SHOW WITH HOW THE GROUCH STOLE CHRISTMAS FEAT. 


AIMEE MANN & TED LEO | THE GROUCH & ELIGH 


CUNNINLYNGUISTS, DJ ABILITIES & DJ FRESH 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


DOWN 


ORANGE GOBLIN, BL’AST, KING PARROT 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.50 


OZOMATLI 


OZOKIDZ SHOW AT 3PM! 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


AUGUSTANA 


SCARS ON 45 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $19.50 


FINISH TICKET 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER II DECEMBER 26 & 27 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $25.00 DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL » 4 


DAVID BAZAN THE BLASTERS 


ticketmaster.com OUTS, CNG Cit} 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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*, PUBLICWORKS 


SAN FRANCISCO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS 


FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHT 
A BEASTIE BOYS TRIBUTE NIGHT 


JACKHAMMER DISCO PRESENTS 


ANKH MARKETING & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 
© NEW YEARS EVE 2015 » 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 2 


SN a a 
SUNDAY MASS 


FRIDAY 12.19 - LOFT 
ZERO F°CKS: HOUSE OF BASS 


SATURDAY 12.20 - MAIN ROOM 
THE PRINCE & MICHAEL JACKSON EXPERIENCE 


TUESDAY 12.30 
THE MOTH: STORYSLAM 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Obliterate 
the Dancefloor 


By Chris Zaldua 


Most people think of techno as 
simply dance music — that is to say, utili- 
tarian music, music built for the dance- 


floor. Which in many cases it is, of course. 
But some techno is much more than “just” 


dance music — in fact, for some produc- 
ers and artists, it is a way of seeing the 
world, an art form. For Rrose, techno is a 
means to an end, a way of exploring di- 
chotomies between dance music and 
other music, between sound and noise, 
between art and function, and between 
the gender binary. 

Readers who paid attention in art 
history classes will likely recognize 
Rrose as a reference to Rrose Sélavy, 
Marcel Duchamp’s gender-bending 
alter ego. Duchamp’s surrealism and 
refusal to play by the rules makes for a 
good primer on understanding Rrose 
as a musician, but it’s only half the 
battle. The key is in Rrose’s produc- 
tions themselves, which are generally 
characterized by a steady, pulsing kick 
drum girded by slowly unfurling, hyp- 
notic synths that build to an almost 
overwhelming level of intensity. Live, 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Direct To Earth presents Jeff Samuel, 
Mikael Stavostrand, Patrick Gil, and 
more at F8, 9 p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, Dec. 5. 
$10-$20; feightsf.com 

For most of the 2000s, minimal techno 
ruled the roost as far as club dancefloors 
were concerned. A backlash against the 
fast, heavyweight techno of the early-mid 
‘90s, minimal techno (and house) was, well, 
minimal: Grooves, loops, and rhythms were 


reduced to their smallest possible constitu- 
ents, vocal samples were cut up and disem- 


bodied, and intensity gave way to subtlety. 
Jeff Samuel, from Seattle but based in Ber- 
lin, produces hypnotic minimal techno fea- 
turing understated melodies that zig and 
zag throughout his productions. Mikael 
Stavdstrand is a Swede who, in his earlier 
days, was a noted industrial and experi- 
mental musician — for the past decade or 
so, though, he's been producing throbbing, 


undulating minimal techno that puts synco- 


pated percussion to very good use. Direct 
To Earth resident Patrick Gil joins William 
Wardlaw and ELi for supporting duties 
throughout the evening. 


Push The Feeling presents Magic Touch 
and more at Underground SF, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 6. $5 before 11 p.m., 
$8 after; undergroundsf.com 

Push The Feeling’s first guest, way back in 
January of 2012, was Magic Touch, aka Da- 
mon Palermo — then a San Francisco resi- 
dent who has since decamped for sunnier 
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played in sequence, Rrose’s tracks take 
on a physical quality that few other 
techno producers can match, as the 
synthesizer rhythms seem to burrow 
deep inside your mind and body. To put 
it another way, it’s a trip. 

This party is Icee Hot’s second to 
last. To celebrate, the promoters have 
marshaled all four residents (Ghosts 


pastures down south. Just shy of the par- 
ty’s third anniversary, he's making a come- 
back, bringing his live, analog house music 
with him. After releasing several singles via 
L.A.'s 100% Silk record label, he put out his 
first album this year (with brilliant cat- 
themed artwork by SF's own DJ Primo) fea- 
turing eight cuts of warm, retro-inspired 
house music, styled after Chicago classics 
but with a particular Los Angeles flavor of 
its own. Live, he amps up the intensity of his 
tunes, stringing them one after another 
into a seamless mix, So come prepared to 
dance. Push The Feeling resident DJs YR 
SKULL and Kevin Meenan will be on opening 
and closing duties. 


Go BANG! Turns Six featuring Robin 
Malone Simmons and Emily Coalson at 
The Stud, 9 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 6. 
Free before 10 p.m., $7 after; studsf.com 
For six years running, Go BANG! has been 
throwing some of the best disco parties in 
San Francisco. Some people groan when 
they hear the word “disco” — it conjures up 
memories of roller rinks, terrible clothing, 
big hair, and laughable music produced by 
the numbers. (For most of my life, | included 
myself in this group.) What they don't know 
— and I've just recently learned-is that 
“disco” is not so much a genre as an ap- 
proach, and that the rabbit hole goes far 
deeper than ever imagined. Go BANG! resi- 
dent DJs, Steve Fabus and Sergio Fedasz, 
have been exploring the depths of that rab- 


Rrose 





on Tape, Low Limit, Shawn Reynaldo, 
and DJ Will) for an all-hands-on-deck 
blowout. Between the four of them and 
Rrose, you can expect total dancefloor 
obliteration — just the way it should be. 


ICEE HOT presents Rrose at F8 


10 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 6. $10- 
$15; feightsf.com 


bit hole since their first party six years ago, 
Opening up the dancefloor to a warm 
straight-and-LGBT-friendly crowd that loves 
to get down (the party motto is “dress to 
Sweat” for a reason). To celebrate the anni- 
versary they're inviting locals Robin Malone 
Simmons and Emily Coalson behind the 
decks, both seasoned disco selectors in 
their own right. Here's to six more years. 


Outpost featuring Kit Clayton, Noetic, and 
more at Underground SF, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7. Free; undergroundsf.com 
For six months now, Outpost has been push- 
ing a strain of electronic music that's woe- 
fully underrepresented on San Francisco 
dancefloors: Colloquially referred to as 
“bass music,’ it's the kind of music, hailing 
mainly from the U.K. and Germany, that 
blends the motifs and rhythms of British 
dubstep with the pace and atmosphere of 
techno and house — and it's some of the 
most exciting and creative dance music of 
the past several years. This time around 
they've invited veteran San Francisco DJ/ 
producer Kit Clayton, who was at the fore- 
front of San Francisco's minimal techno 
scene around the turn of the millennium. 
Clayton has a record collection spanning de- 
cades, and it'll be a real treat to hear his in- 
terpretation of the Outpost party sound. 
He's joined by Noetic, a newcomer to San 
Francisco associated with U.K. online techno 
publication Inverted Audio, with Outpost 
residents CM-4 and Nackt supporting. 
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“LIFE IS PRETTY MUCH A SERIES OF PUZZLES.” 


Punk as Frank 


By Hiya Swanhuyser 


Frank Portman arrives at the 
MacArthur BART station early on a clear 
November afternoon. He looks sharp in 
black pinwale corduroy over an AC/DC 
T-shirt, and his characteristically loqua- 
cious, near-peppy demeanor is set off by 
his right eyeball, which is solid bloodshot 
more than halfway across. It’s a bold fash- 
ion choice; it’s weird and it works. 

“It’s weird and it works” can de- 
scribe a lot of things Frank Portman 
does — the frontman of the essential 
underground pop-punk band the Mr. T 
Experience first became known for his 
signature style of bratty, hilarious, and 
incongruously literate rock ’n’ roll mu- 
sic. In the last few years he’s morphed 
into the author of equally b., h., and il. 
young-adult novels. The third of them, 


King Dork Approximately, comes out Dec. 


9; he'll celebrate with a release party 
and show at Oakland’s 1-2-3-4 Go! Re- 
cords on Dec. 7. 

Portman is representative of a lot 
of people who grew up in the Bay Area: 
He’s a product of counterculture. “I was 
raised in a world where the worst thing 
you could do was censor. You wanted to 
celebrate honesty, and openness about 
sex, and tellin’ it like it is. Like, “You 
kids wanna come in and rap? I’m going 
to tell you how it is.” A tie-dye diaper 
baby, you might say. 

As a result, if you say “the Mr. T Ex- 
perience” to a lot of people today, they'll 
immediately shout back at you “Even 
Hitler Had a Girlfriend”! What they'll 
mean is that not only did the heinous 
dictator have a documentable romantic 
relationship, as asserted by the Mr. T 
Experience’s “hit” song, but also that 
Frank Portman’s band changed their 
lives. MTX, as it’s known to aficionados, 
gave a bunch of teenage punks and oth- 
er alienates the feeling that life, along 
with being enraging and tragic, could be 
pretty funny sometimes — especially 
if you like to mess around with words, 
rhymes, tricks, and inside jokes. 

At a bright, busy Oakland cafe, 
Portman and his eyeball discuss King 
Dork Approximately, YA publishing, and 
writing in general: He reads his drafts 
out loud to his cat. He has never been in 
a writing workshop. Although he record- 
ed a theme song for the new book, as 
he has for each of the other two, it will 
not appear on vinyl 7-inch like its pre- 
decessor, because most vinyl pressing 
plants have since gone out of business. 
It will, however, be a cassingle. He’s cur- 
rently reading Patrick Hamilton’s later, 
unsuccessful novels, which he describes 
as “hostile and nasty and negative.” His 
dream project would be to reread the 
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books he read as a teenager and disagree 
with himself on all of them. The Listen- 
ing Library audiobook of King Dork was 
longlisted for a Grammy nomination. 
He’s going to see Judas Priest tonight. 

Essentially, says Portman, writing 
novels and being in a punk rock band 
have a lot in common. 

The new book is a sequel to King 
Dork, Portman’s first novel. (Andromeda 
Klein was published between them, 
in 2009.) It follows a 14-year-old boy 
through the ravages of high school, 
the painful realization that he actually 
kind of likes his embarrassing, insane 
parents, and elaborate plans to trick his 
band’s drummer into sucking less. Plus 
there are girls, obviously. 

In the telling, Portman uses abbre- 
viations, neologisms, repetitions, at 
least four kinds of code, and rampant 
nicknaming to construct the inner voice 
of the protagonist, Tom “Chi-Mo” Hen- 
derson. The reader not only feels like 
she’s reading Henderson’s journal, but 
also like she’s reading everything he’s 
reading (Pride and Prejudice; pitch-per- 
fectly rambling notes from a skinny 





Frank Portman 


bug-eyed girl) and thinking everything 
he’s thinking. For example: “Sure, the 
assistant principal put hidden cameras 
in the bathrooms, but in every other 
respect it is far from the pit of terror, 
torture, and iniquity that was the real 
Hillmont High, if ‘iniquity’ means what 





means what I think it does” 
appears every few pages, and highlights 
a slew of choice vocab words: metaphysi- 
cal, thenceforward, camaraderie, annals. 
“Don't you knock?’ said Amanda with 
studied petulance, if s. p. means what I 
think it probably has to mean.” 

Portman is aware there are critics of 
what he calls these “contrivances,” but 
at the same time, he likes them. “Meta- 
phorically, a puzzle is a great, authentic 
frame, particularly for an adolescent 
story, because when you're experiencing 
something for the first time, it’s particu- 
larly puzzling and confusing ... [besides, ] 
figuratively and also literally, your life 
pretty much is a series of puzzles.” 

On “process,” aka the complete 
mystery of how anyone ever writes any- 





thing, Portman says “The first draft of 
[King Dork Approximately] was written 
in about three weeks.” He’s not brag- 
ging. “But it was years of working up 
to it, and years of not being able to do 
it, and then I woke up one day and was 
... nuts. When you're writing, and this 
goes for songs as well, you're waiting 
for the moment where you're not ana- 
lytical. It’s like Pll type for five weeks, 
doing nothing else, liquid diet, damage 
my health, crash for a month after that, 
wake up afterwards, and go ‘What the 
hell just happened there?” 

It’s quite a different approach from, 
say, the disciplined practice espoused by 
university MFA writing programs, which 
tend to insinuate that getting up early to 
write the same number of pages every 
day — no Judas Priest allowed — is 
really the bare minimum a responsible 
person will commit to producing. 

When you see the gleam in Frank 
Portman’s bloodshot eye, you realize 
what kind of advice it really is, especially 
if you're holding his third book in your 
hand. “There are forces arrayed against 
you, confides the b, h, and i.l. writer, “to 
keep you normal.” 

Some of those come from unex- 
pected quarters, he says. The world of 
Young Adult publishing is more exciting 
than the mainstream at the moment, 
because it’s a more vital market force, 
and publishers are more willing to 
take chances. But while YA has in the 
past been whitewashed, sanitized, and 
dumbed-down by family-values-wield- 
ing religious types, Portman grouses 
that these days, the gatekeepers to 
watch out for come from “People like 
us ... We live in a funny kind of mo- 
ment, where people are trying to figure 
out what’s ‘OK.’ The answer is there’s 
nothing that’s entirely OK.” He argues 
for a separation between pedagogical 
concerns (“Does it fit the age group,” 
for example) and literary ones; they get 
conflated. He likes Madeline L'Engle’s 
directions to “Write the book that 
wants to be written.” And for the most 
part, he says, he gets to write whatever 
he wants, but he does occasionally run 
into restrictions he finds baffling. “If 
you write about teenagers and you leave 
the sex out, you're doing something 
very weird,’ he points out, reasonably, 
proving he’s never worked with teenag- 
ers in a school setting. 

“I think if nothing else, you have a 
responsibility to be honest. That’s the 
whole point. That’s why books exist.” 
Frank Portman may not imagine himself 
as incredibly punk rock at this moment, 
but he is. 

It’s weird, and it works. 


Dr. Frank’s King Dork 
Approximately release party 
with Chuck Prophet, Bye Bye 
Blackbirds, Victor Krummenacher, 
John Denery, Bucky Sinister, the 
Devil-Ettes and more, at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7, at 1-2-3-4 Go! 
Records. Free; 1234gorecords.com 
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“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHaprete 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 12/3 - SATURDAY 12/6 
FROM DRUNK HISTORY AND WHISKEY ICARUS! 
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SATURDAY, 12/06 - 9PM - $20 


SUNDAY, 12/07 - 4PM - FREE 


TUESDAY, 12/09 - 8PM - $15 


SATURDAY, 12/13 - 9PM - $10/$12 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market 
St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
for the following week's issue. Our Concerts 
section lists major shows and special events. 
Call individual clubs for show details. Except as 
noted, all phone numbers are in the 415 area code. 
Listings rotate regularly, as space allows. Our 
complete listings of local clubs - searchable by 
keyword, date, and genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 12/3 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. The Sad Bastard 
Book Club, Cash Pony, Noctooa, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Li Xi, Al 
Lover, Face Tat, BPos, 9 p.m., $6-$9. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, S.F. Be Calm Honcho, Cave 
Clove, Kendra McKinley, 8 p.m., $7. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Devoid, Dwell, Bedriicken, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Zodiac Death Valley, The 
Icarus Line, Zig Zags, The Shape, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. My Empty Phantom, 
Commissure, Broken Cities, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Cass McCombs, 
Meat Puppets, 8 p.m., $20. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 12/3 


99.7 NOW Triple Ho Show: With 5 Seconds of 
Summer, Jessie J, Charli XCX, Demi Lovato, and 
Nick Jonas, 8 p.m., $30-$153.75 advance. SAP 
Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

De La Soul: W/ Dillon Cooper, 8 p.m., $35-$47. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

Disney in Concert: A Tale as Old as Time: Film and 
music medleys with the S.F. Symphony and guest 
vocalists Juliana Hansen, Sarah Hicks, Andrew 
Johnson, Whitney Claire Kaufman, and Aaron 
Phillips, 7:30 p.m., $30-$100. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Fleetwood Mac: 8 p.m., $47.25-$231.80 advance. 
Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

Horse Feathers: W/ Sara Jackson-Holman, 8 p.m.., 
$15. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme: 7:30 p.m., $25-$370. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F. 


THURSDAY 12/4 


Alice in Winterland: With Ed Sheeran, Train, 
and Christina Perri, 7:30 p.m., $58.50-$115.50 
advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, S.F. 

Cantus: All Is Calm - The Christmas Truce of 
1914: 8 p.m., $56. First Congregational Church 
— Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley. 

Disney in Concert: A Tale as Old as Time: Film and 
music medleys with the S.F. Symphony and guest 
vocalists Juliana Hansen, Sarah Hicks, Andrew 
Johnson, Whitney Claire Kaufman, and Aaron 
Phillips, 7:30 p.m., $30-$100. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

The Future Is Now: Adler Fellows Gala Con- 
cert: Featuring Hadleigh Adams, Julie Adams, 
A.J. Glueckert, Erin Johnson, Noah Lindquist, 
Jacqueline Piccolino, Philippe Sly, Efrain Solis, 
Zanda Svede, Maria Valdes, and Sun Ha Yoon, 
7:30 p.m., $30-$65. Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 
2850 19th Ave., S.F. 

Jonathan Richman featuring Tommy Larkins: 
W/ The pickPocket Ensemble, 8 p.m., $17. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 


Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Leopold & His Fiction, 
Lemme Adams, 8 p.m., $10. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 1650 
Holloway, S.F. Picture Atlantic, Hungry Skinny, Chillian 
Murphy, 6 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “BroMance: A Night Out for 
the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. ‘‘Bondage-A-Go-Go," w/ 
DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Brogan Bentley (DJ 
set), 8 p.m., free. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, S.F. “Electro Pop Rocks,” 
18+ dance party with Posso, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “‘Housepitality,” w/ Jason Greer, 
Shane One, Frique, Steve Fabus, Sergio Fedasz, 9 
p.m., $5-S10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Advance,” w/ Sonar, Tch- 
phnx, Joe Mousepad, Ricky Switch, Professor Bang, 
9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.); “Laser Native,” w/ 
Ardalan, Vitamindevo, Lt. Daaan, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Booty Call," w/ Juanita More 
& guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Friends with 
Benefits,”’ w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Mixtape Wednesday,’ 
w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 
9 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Fernanda Ulibarri, 
7p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Jeanie & Chuck's 
Bluegrass Country Jam, First Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m.., free. 


Legends Live: Glide Annual Holiday Jam 2014: 
With Joan Baez, Rita Moreno, Paula West, The 
Glide Ensemble, and more, 7 p.m., $65-$250. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 

Mix 106.5 Very Merry Mixxer: With American 
Authors Matt Nathanson, Andy Grammer, and 
Paloma Faith, 7:30 p.m., enter to win tickets. 
City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose. 

Molotov: 8 p.m., $35-$47 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, S.F. 

Pamela Rose: Wild Women of Song: 8 p.m., $25- 
$35. Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 
3200 California, S.F. 


FRIDAY 12/5 


Bobby McFerrin Sings Gershwin: W/ The S.F. 
Symphony, 7:30 p.m., $15-$100. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

California Bach Society: A German Christmas: 
8 p.m., $33. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 
O'Farrell, S.F. 

Music from the Labyrinth: From Chartres to 
Grace Cathedral: W/ harpists Diana Stork & 
Portia Diwa, 6 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, S.F. 

One Starry Night: W/ Gavin DeGraw, Ingrid Mi- 
chaelson, Mary Lambert, 8 p.m., $35-$59.50. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra: Vivaldi 
& Zelenka - A Joyous Christmas: 8 p.m., 
$25-$100. Calvary Presbyterian Church, 2515 
Fillmore, S.F. 

The Return of Aimee Mann's Christmas Show: 
Featuring Aimee Mann, Ted Leo, Susannah 
Hoffs, Tim Heidecker, and more, 9 p.m., $35-$47 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme: 7:30 p.m., $25-$370. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F. 

Stevie Wonder: Performing Songs in the Key of 
Life, $49.50-$149.50 advance. Oracle Arena, 
7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

They Will Have Been So Beautiful: Songs & 
Images of Now: W/ The Paul Dresher Elec- 
tro-Acoustic Band & Amy X Neuburg, 8 p.m., $32. 
UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, 
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Viracocha: 998 Valencia, S.F. Kevin Rivers, Katie 
Day, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz 
Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free; free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., S.F. Terry Disley's 
Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. 29th Street 
Swingtet, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. The Cosmo Alleycats fea- 
turing Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. 
Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-1:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Freddy Clarke & Wobbly 
World: Classic Carols from All Over the Wobbly World, 
8 p.m., $15-$19. 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. ‘“Baobab!,” timba 
dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. ‘“Frigo-Inter- 
national Discotheque,” First Wednesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Bachatalicious,” 
8:30 p.m., $5-S10. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Tommy Castro & The 
Painkillers, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 


FUNK 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. The Earful, DJ 
Timoteo Gigante, 9:30 p.m., $5 advance. 
THURSDAY 12/4 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Sallie Ford, Old 
Light, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


P+ Ds 


11PM: THE GAY AREA’S 
BEST BURLESQUE REVUE 
PRESENTS A “VERY SPECIAL” 
HOLIDAY SHOW! 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE 


with EwCEE KINGFISH 
MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


MYSTERIOUS D 


LOUNGE: 


DAMN GINA! 


DJ FOX & KOOL KARLO 
LOFT: 
LOOMSWING 
CABARET 
DJs: JSINJ & EZRA CROFT 
DAZZLE ROOM: 


TRIPP - ENTYME sump TWERK BOOM! 


(NATHAN SCOT’S B-DAY!) w/ AJAX, ROCKIT, TURNSTYLZ 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 6 


DNA 


Bet ve = 


© 


FOUR ROOMS « ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF 
9PM-AFTERHOURS : $10 BEFORE (0PM BOOTESECOM 
SKIP THE LIME 


Ti+ i © 


$15 ADVANCE TIX @ ONALOUNGE COW 


FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE FIRST 108 PEOPLE! 
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Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Avi 
Buffalo, Los Angeles Police Department, The Tropics, 
9 p.m., $12-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Thee Oh Sees, Jack Name, 
Icky Boyfriends, 9 p.m., sold out. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., S.F. Author & Punisher, 9:30 
p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Little Person, We Is 
Shore Dedicated, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Lecherous Gaze, 
Hot Lunch, Queen Crescent, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Miss Lightning, 
The HA, The Millennials, Emily Afton, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. Danny James with Once & Fu- 
ture Band, Sarah Bethe Nelson, Anna Hillburg, 9 p.m. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Spirit Animal, Wove, 
Niveles, 9 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. ‘Rave of Thrones,” w/ 
Kristian Nairn (aka Hodor), Knowa Lusion, Pallasides 
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Project, Orkidz, 10 p.m., $25 advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. ““Tubesteak Con- 
nection,’ w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7; $3. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F. “Electric SwingSet,” 
First and Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
$10 (+ $5 for dance lessons). 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. ‘‘My So-Called Night,” ‘90s 
dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 
9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “iPan Dulce!,” 9 p.m., 
$5; free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Class of ‘84,"’ w/ DJs Damon, 
Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., 
$8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. ’X0,""10 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Hi Life,’ w/ resident DJs 
Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Disorder,” w/ Animal 
Bodies, PSSNGRS, Business Etiquette, DJs Nickie & 
Le Perv, 10 p.m., $7. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F. “Special Guest,” w/ 
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DJedi, Balance, Indaskyes, 9 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Let's Spend the Night 
Together: Cats & Boots Record Night,’ w/ Ruff Hauser, 
Brandon Elliot, Roy Wilkins, 9 p.m., $10. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, S.F. 1999," w/ VJ Mark Andrus, 
9 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Popscene,” w/ Mystery 
Skulls, Manics, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9:30 p.m., $12-$14. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., 
free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Sydney Blu, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Future Flavas," w/ DJ 
Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Peaches,” w/ lady DJs 
DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, 
and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 
Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Hip Hatchet, Christopher 


PRE THE BLUES ae a 


TOMMY CASTRO 
& THE PAIN KILLERS 


2 
(os 


BEN RICE Cand 


BOB MARGOLIN & 
BOB CORRITORE 


PREACHER BOY & BIG BONES 
BAY CITY BLUES w/ Curis CAIN 
CANDYE KANE 


JUST ANNOUNCED: 


= 


w EARL THOMAS eri 


401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


BISCUDLSAND .COM 
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Paul Stelling, Hill Man, Misisipi Mike & The Midnight 
Gamblers, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Slim's: 333 Tith St., S.F. Branches, The Lower 48, Joshua 
Cook & The Key of Now, Travis Hayes & The Young 
Daze, 8 p.m., $15. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, S.F. Robert Gilles, Jeff 
Desira, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Joe Baer 
Magnant Group, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and Third Thursday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Jim Grantham, 7 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Charlie Siebert 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, S.F. Jason Marsalis Vibes 
Quartet, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $40. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. Bill Phillippe, 
5:30 p.m., free. 
Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Ben Rice Band, 7:30 
& 9:30 p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Christopher Ford, First 
Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 
EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, S.F. LSG New Music 
Series, w/ Mike Sopko & Hamir Atwal Duo, DunkelpeK, 
8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 
The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Mint Condition, 8 
p.m., $45. 


FRIDAY 12/5 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. S.F. Indie 
Pop Fest, w/ Effortless Good Looks, Middle Class 
Murder, Subculture, The Karney Band, Greater 
Sirens, 8 p.m., $10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. The Ataris, La 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CF od 


OPEN NOON « 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAS 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CAS 
UPSTAIRS BAR 


AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
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Plebe, Teenage Kicks, 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Thee Oh Sees, Jack Name, 
Icky Boyfriends, 9 p.m., sold out. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1lth St., S.F. Amalgamation, Cat 
People, Turn Me On Dead, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Friday Live: Bones of a Feather, 
DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Hibbity Dibbity, Steven 
Roth, Hungry Skinny, Chuck Suckit, 9 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Steve Dauben- 
speck, The Seagulls, Virgil Shaw, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Hell Fire, Space 
Vacation, Lord Mountain, The Resistance Panel, 
9:30 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. Washed Out (DJ set), 
Buku, Willy Joy, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 Ith St., S.F. Max Graham, 9:30 
p.m., $10 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Manimal,” 9 p.m., free 
before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Strangelove: Germany 
Calling," w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, Joe Radio, Xander, and 
Unit 77, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Direct to Earth,” w/ Jeff Samuel, 
Mikael Stavéstrand, Patrick Gil, William Wardlaw, Eli, 
9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Amon Tobin/Two Fingers (DJ set), 
Tyrel Williams, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “A TechFunk Holiday Joint 
with Opel,” w/ Meat Katie, Syd Gris, Kimba, more, 
9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. ‘Trapeze: Krampus in 
Wonderland,” 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. EC Twins, Nick G, 9 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., S.F. Michelle Chamuel, Trivial 
Shields, 9 p.m., $21. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “We Are Monsters,” 
w/ Anzano, Mozhgan, Jason Greer, Solar, 10 p.m. 
Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Armada Music Night with Ben 

Gold & David Gravell, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


Sry 


EG 


KITCHEN OPEN UU SYA AT 6PM 


2/3 
“WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


12/4 
DECEMBER ARTIST OF THE MONTH 
KINDLE PSZANOWSKI 
ART OPENING 7-11PM 
FREE 


12/6 BLACK SABBITCH 
(THE ALL FEMALE BLACK SABBATH) 
PLAYING TWO FULL SETS 
ccc ccc ccc te ch ONLY SS. 
12/7 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURVBON, 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 
12/8 “MOJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 
12/3 “TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 
WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 





%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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JANUARY 3 


STRY UTWBE 
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PRES ENT S$ 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 


FEBRUARY 11 Gavin DeGraw 


Ingrid Michaelson 
Mary Lambert 








DECEMBER 5 = FRIDAY! 


HACKETT 


GENESIS EXTENDED 
2014 WORLD TOUR 






aM EVEWIMGE GF LIGHT FheFat. POWER TOGGLE, 
ZOMBIES ANG HAL? HAeEo WOMEN 
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OPETH ¢ IN FLAMES 



















DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS 


KINA GRANNIS INFECTED MUSHROOM 


IMAGINARY FUTURE LIAM SHY REP Fens JONATHAN BUTLERR 
DECEMBER 11 DECEMBER 26 pEteneEn pe ae 
KMEL HOLIDAY HOUSE OF SOUL DECEMBER 21 
YUNG LEAN & SAD BOYS 740) 1-10) 4 JHENE AIKO 
ect vir rh ab patra ILLORC SMITE ADRIAN MARCEL sala one 
DECEMBER 16 os aR BJ THE CHICAGO KID « ANDERSON .PAAK D.O.D 
ANIMALS AS LEADERS veel DECEMBER 28 
DEVIN TOWNSEND PROJECT PAPER DIAMOND TYLER, THE CREATOR 
MONUMENT KEYS N KRATES TACO 2 NIGHTS OF NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
DECEMBER 17 DECEMBER 29 DECEMBER 18 THE FLAMING LIPS 


FOXYGEN ° BAD THINGS (12/30) 


FOXYGEN + 
COOKIES CHRISTMAS PARTY TAINTED LOVE CONT Le eee ey AUJope SPECIAL SURPRISE GUESTS (12/31) 
BERNER * KOOL JOHN DECEMBER 31 * NEW YEAR’S EVE! VOU TE.CODE “e4tia GSRTE DECEMBER 30 & 31 





DECEMBER 23 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


DECEMBER 19 





THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


@THEWARFIELD WARFIELD THEWARFIELD 





@REGENCYBALLROOM REGENCYBALLROOM fC] THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 
TOU ale) Ga] GOLDENVOICE.com Get tickets at @ aXxs. com 





OR CALL 888-929-7849 
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HIP-HOP 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. ‘“Basstown,” w/ DJs 


Special Lord B, Vinnie Esparza, and Reid Richards, 
First Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 
Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Brittsommar & 
Tommy P., 7 p.m. 
JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. The Emergency Ensemble, 
First Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Don Prell’s SeaBop 
Ensemble, First Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., 
$10 suggested donation per adult. 


>» p46 


SATURDAY 12/6 


Alexander String Quartet: 10 a.m., $45. St. John's 
Presbyterian Church, 2727 College, Berkeley. 
Bobby McFerrin Sings Gershwin: W/ The S.F. Sym- 
phony, 7:30 p.m., $15-$100. Davies Symphony Hall, 

201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Dyro: W/ Bassjackers, 8 p.m., $27-$30. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 

Le Jazz Hot Holiday Concert: 11 a.m., $10-$15. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, S.F. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: 29th Annual 
Holiday Concert: With guests Kim Burrell and 
Kid Beyond, 7 p.m., $12-$42. Paramount Theatre, 
2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

The Romeros: 7:30 p.m., $45-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, S.F. 

S.F. Symphony: Music for Families - Let's Sing!: 
2 p.m., $15-$64. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, S.F. 

Standing on the Moon: A Benefit for the Rex Foun- 
dation: W/ Leftover Salmon featuring Bill Payne, 
Amy Helm & The Handsome Strangers, 8 p.m., 


Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, S.F. John Kalleen Group, 
First Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, S.F. Mr. Lucky & The Cocktail 
Party, 8 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. The Beth 
Custer Ensemble, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

The Royale: 800 Post, S.F. Wrapped in Plastic, First 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, S.F. Jason Marsalis Vibes 


Quartet, inthe Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $40. 


INTERNATIONAL 


California Institute of Integral Studies: 1453 Mission, 
S.F. “Global Mysteries: Strings & Skins,” w/ Glen Velez 


$75-$89.75 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

They Will Have Been So Beautiful: Songs & Images 
of Now: W/ The Paul Dresher Electro-Acoustic 
Band & Amy X Neuburg, 8 p.m., $32. UC Berkeley, 
Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Veretski Pass: Music from the Carpathian Bow: 8 
p.m., $14-S17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, S.F. 


SUNDAY 12/7 


Bebel Gilberto: 8 p.m., $40. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, S.F. 

Garrick Ohlsson: 7 p.m., $40-$68. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, S.F. 

Juicy J: W/ A.J., Heather Faye, Tommy B, Synco, Nic 
Danger, 8 p.m., $20-$80. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, S.F. 

Michael Feinstein & Debby Boone: White Christ- 
mas: 8 p.m., $20-$90. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 
Van Ness, S.F. 

Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choir: With Joyful 
Ring - A Candlelight Concert: 4 p.m., $14-$17. Old 
First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, S.F. 

Sacred & Profane: Earth - Holiday Music of Eastern 


& Shira Kammen, 7 p.m., $20-$25. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Rumbache, 
10 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. California Flamenco Quartet, 
8 p.m., free. 


BLUES 
Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Jarekus Singleton 
Band, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 
Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Robert ‘‘Holly- 
wood” Jenkins, 6:30 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Lisa Kindred, First Friday 
of every month, 4 p.m. 


SOUL 
The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Mint Condition, 8 & 


Europe: 4 p.m., $20. St. Francis Lutheran Church, 
152 Church, S.F. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme: 2 p.m., $25-$370. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F. 

S.F. Symphony: Deck the Hall - Holiday Favorites: 
Tla.m. and 3 p.m., $40-$58. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Sierra Boggess: Finding the Balance (The Jour- 
ney of the Middle Child): 5 p.m., $30-$50. The 
Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, S.F. 

Steve Hackett: Genesis Extended: 7:30 p.m., $59.50- 
$85 advance. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 

Takacs Quartet with Erika Eckert: 3 p.m., $30- 
$76. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 


MONDAY 12/8 


Down: W/ Orange Goblin, Bi’ast!, King Parrot, 8 p.m., 
$35-$47 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

Help Is on the Way for the Holidays XIII: Just 
Be ... Who You Want to Be!: Richmond/Ermet 
AIDS Foundation benefit concert featuring Kinky 
Boots cast members, LaToya London, Davis Gaines, 
Jason Brock, Jai Rodriguez, more, 7:30 p.m., $40+. 


10 p.m., $45. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Denitia 
& Sene, Nina Sol, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Oldies Night,"’ w/ 
DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, First Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


SATURDAY 12/6 


ROCK 
Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, S.F. Black Sabbitch, 10 
p.m., $5. 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Say Hi, Scary 
Little Friends, Forget Your Friends, 9:30 p.m., $12-$14. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Dream 
Police, bAd bAd, Mercury Living, Stalls, 9 p.m., $8-S10. 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Useless Eaters, Froth, 


Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F. 

Left Coast Chamber Ensemble: Sung & Strummed: 
8 p.m., $15-$30. Dennis Gallagher Arts Pavilion, 
66 Page, S.F. 

Monday Night Band Concert Showcase: 7:30 p.m., 
free. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, S.F. 

Opeth: W/ In Flames, Red Fang, 7 p.m., $29.50-$40. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 

San Francisco Girls Chorus: Northern Lights: 8 
p.m., $30-$65. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, S.F. 

San Francisco Sinfonietta: Handel's Sing It 
Yourself Messiah: 7:30 p.m., $15-$30. Mission 
Dolores, 3321 16th St., S.F. 

Steve Hackett: Genesis Extended: 7:30 p.m., sold 
out. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, S.F. 


TUESDAY 12/9 


The Bay Brass with Jonathan Dimmock: A Brass 
& Organ Christmas: 7:30 p.m., $15-$50. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, S.F. 

Celtic Woman: Home for Christmas - The Sym- 
phony Tour: 8 p.m., $59-$85. Wells Fargo Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Road, Santa Rosa. 





Cotillon, Emotional, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Street Justice, Robocop 3, 
TSA, 10 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Odawas, Danny Paul 
Grody, Mosshead, 9 p.m., $7. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. The Family Crest, 
Caught a Ghost, Ghost & Gale, 9 p.m., $16. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Musk, Stalins 
of Sound, The Tunnel, Beekeepers, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Taking It to the Streets 
Benefit with Get Dead, Party Force, Butt Problems, 
World of Shit, plus burlesque by Szandora LaVey, 
Bunny Pistol, and Sheba Queenofthenight, 9 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. The Jaunting 
Martyrs, Dinosaurs, Bermudian Aggression, The Wyatt 
Act, Shuttlesworth, 8 p.m., $10. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, S.F. “The Batcave S.F.," w/ Otzi, Carisa Bianco 
Mellado, plus DJs Dollhead, Dire Deparra, and Dee 
Coffinated, 9:30 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 tith St., S.F. Anthony Attalla, Papa 
Lu, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 tith St., S.F. “Believe: S.F. Gay Nightlife 
Gives Back,” Toys for Tots fundraiser with DJs 
Russ Rich and Philip Grasso, 7 p.m., mandatory toy 
donation + $10 suggested donation. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron & 
Omar, First Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $8. 
DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., S.F. “Bootie S.F.,"" w/ Hubba 
Hubba Revue, Mysterious D, DJ Tripp, Entyme, Nathan 

Scot, more, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F. “Play,” w/ Danny Howells, 
Atish, Mark Slee, more, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. ““Icee Hot,” w/ Rrose, Low Limit, 
Ghosts on Tape, Shawn Reynaldo, DJ Will, 10 p.m. 

It Pirata: 2007 16th St., S.F. “Requiem,” w/ DJs Xiola, 
Owen, Noveli, and Erix, 10 p.m., $5 before 11:11 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Fake Blood, Sinden, MPHD, Analog 
Disko, 10 p.m., $17 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Face,”’ w/ Jacques Renault, 
Eug, Guillaume Galuz, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 


-- December 4, 2014 -- 


Wed-Thu, Dec 3-4 


Celebrating their 10th studio recording /nevitable Western 


Dance Karaoke Thursdays 
with DI Purple 


-—— December $, 2014 -- 
Soul Funky Presents: 


The Winter War m-Up 


eo 


oakland ve 
po i On =i I = a OG DO 0») © | 0 ee © QV DO a - - a OO) 


Fri, Dec 5 Tue, Dec 9 


JOHN SANTOS JUNIUS COURTNEY BIG BAND 


with Mads Tolling & Roger Glenn feat. Denise Perrier 


aa were venilamd iting Mee ec ac 
It-MaKing NuSDand-and-wite duo SOLD OUT! 


4 — KINDRED THE FAMILY SOUL ROBERT CRAY BAND 


Sun, Dec 7 
Thu, Dee 11 


BAY AREA GOSPEL AWARDS stacey 
YAELISA Y CAMINOS FLAMENCOS: JOEY DEFRANCESCO Iil0 
NUEVAS TENDENCIAS stim Dasma 


Mon, Dec 8 - Soul of a Diva w/ Brian Collier AVA N T 
MS. MONET 
Tue-Wed, Dec 30-31 


TONY! TONI! TONE! CON FUNK SHUN NYE THROWDOWN 


Lida ieun etait An Intimate Evening with 


THE SPINNERS JEFFREY OSBORNE 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT 





First Fridays 


-—- December 6, 2014 -- 


Crolden Era 
First Saturdays 


-- December 7, 2014 -- 


Costume Karaoke Sundays 
with KI Paul 


-- December 9, 2014 -- 


| Spark: Igniting Global Change 


Fulhdraiser and Holiday Party 


i — 2 


uw 
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SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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LAS VEGAS 


CHICKEN * BOWLING * Music * BEER 


THE ROOTS 


LEGENDARY NEW YEAR S EVE BALL 
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* 3-FUL SETS!’ “WEEKEND SHOWS! 
DECEMBER 31 JANUARY 2 & 3 


CENTER STRIP AT THE LINO THE 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | | N Q 
BROOKLYNBOWL.COM 





LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” Aen THRU SUNDAY 


APM 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS//$2 (eat ) OFF ALL LIQUOR 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 03 2014 $5 ADV 


Plus 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 04 2014 $10 ADV 


Feat: 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 05 2014 $ 15 ADV 


Plus 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 06 2014 $18 ADV 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 07 2014 FREE 


MONDAY DECEMBER 08 2014 FREE 


*(*DJ chica spinning Psycho-Soul-OldSchool*)* 


**"freee Show!”** 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 09 2014 FREE 
NKKT' ICI 
FREE SHOW!! 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10 2014 $5 ADV 


feat: *TR. 
w/ dance by 


FRI & SAT DECEMBER 12 & 13 2014 $28 ADV 
BooM BooM RooM Presents: 


STANTON MOORE, IVAN NEVILLE, 
ERIC LINDELL, ROBERT MERCURIO 
Plus JELLYBREAD (FRI) & CON BRIO (SAT) 


Plus DJ KEVVY KEV 
(COR Tiemann) 


eA 


FREE Every Sunday! 
12pm-All Day 
3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 
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Pp =i Love: 
PStoloeseer 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3,9 PM - $8 
ZODIAC DEATH VALLEY, 
THE ICARUS. LINE; ZIG ZAGS, 
THE. SHAPE 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER:4; 9:30 PM - $6 
FUNKIFIED-ELECTRO-TROPICAL 


HELIFE 


WITH RESIDENT: DUS 
PLEASUREMAKER: & (ZZY WISE 
PLUS QUIQUE: oN PERCUSSION 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5,.6:30'PM -9 PM 
SBADV/ S10, DOOR 


LITERARY 


DEATH: MATCH 
WITH HOST- ADRIAN: TODD ZUNIGA 


LATE SHOW. 10 PM-- $5 
ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


BASSTOWN 
witt DUS SPECIAL LORD B, 
JOSH-YULE: Ano rrienos 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER'6,:6:30:PM- 9 PM $10 


TRAVEL TAVERN 


HOME FOR THE.HOLIDAYS 


LATE SHOW: 10 PM.- $10 
OPINNING-605 SOUL 495 


SATURDAY NICHT 
SOUL PARTY 
with Dus LUGKY, “PAUL PAUL, 


vy PHENGREN OSWALD 
90 DISCOUNT IN. SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 9 PM 
FREE BEFORE 9:30 /S6_AFTER 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS THE BEST AN DUB; ROOTS REGGAE 
& DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP-AND: J BOOGIE 


(DUBTRONC: SCIENCE/OM) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 9 PM - $5 
ZMAN 


TRUEJUSTICE 
PLUS VOCAB SLICK;, PURE POWERS, 
WORLD GLASS. HUMANS, 
TRAGIC ILL-WIBE; AND JOHNNY ACTIVE 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9; °9:PM - $10 
ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


BOMBSHELL BETTY 
& HER BURLESQUETEERS 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 9PM - FREE 


POPCANG.DJ NIGHT 


UPCOMING: SHOWS 
THU 12/11, #1 LIFE 


FRI 12/12: LA-GENTE/ "PLANET BOOTY 


SAT 12/13-TORMENTA TROPICAL 
SUN 12/14.DUB MISSION - DJ SEP 





Origin: 1538 Fillmore, S.F. “Best of Both Worlds," w/ 
DJs Nile & J-Rock, 9:30 p.m. 
Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “Distrikt Holidaze,"’ Make- 
A-Wish Foundation benefit party, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 
Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “| Wanna Be Sedated by 
a Psycho Killer: A Talking Heads vs. Ramones Dance 
Party,” w/ North American Scum, DJ der Nutzeffekt, 
American Tripps ping-pong, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Bynon, Mikey Tan, 9 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Slide: 430 Mason, S.F. Sam Spiegel, Ryan Lucero, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Go Bang!: Celebrating 
Six Years of Atomic Disco Dancefloor Action,” w/ 
DJs Robin Simmons, Emily Coalson, Steve Fabus, and 
Sergio Fedasz, $7 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. Jochen Miller, 10 p.m., $20. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Push the Feeling,” 
w/ Magic Touch, Yr Skull, Kevin Meenan, 9 p.m., $8. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Heatbeat, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 
50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. “Guitars & 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


AUTHOR & PUNISHER 
W/ DISPIRIT 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


AMALGAMATION 
(CD RELEASE SHOW) 
W/ CAT PEOPLE, 
TURN ME ON DEAD 


Y= feol-m-jel tl] | ele] [67 .¢ 
HOLIDAY PARTY FEATURING: 
GLASS ANIMALS, 
Yoh / (Me -) Moles 

THE TRIMS, FRITZ MONTANA, 
DJ AARON AXELSEN 


BATTLECROSS 
W/ WRETCHED, WAR OF AGES 


J fe) 4 =~) 7 V-fe) 
Vm ert] ile) bl melb/.\| & 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


REALITY CHECK TV 
PRESENTS: 

a > > @-j fe}, love! 

W/ ANDALUSIA, ROSE, 
BITE, BURN RIVER BURN 


CORRECTIONS 
HOUSE 

(FEAT: MEMBERS OF 
EYEHATEGOD AND NEUROSIS) 
W/ IDES OF GEMINI 


|-Jeleyg| 8-9 & 
NYE 2015 SH!T SHOW 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


MAYHEM & WATAIN 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 
ai "45, fe] = 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE 
PRESENTS: 
MONDAY NIGHT HUBBA 
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Barz," hip-hop & rock showcase with Afterglow, 
Bigg Sess, Imperial Omen, L-MO 415, Peach Street, 
West One, A-Ron Bacardi, Dagget the Protagonist, 
Kuzzn Bank, The Homie DJ Cheese, 10 p.m., $5-S8. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Golden Era,” w/ Ren the 
Vinyl Archaeologist, First Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 


ACOUSTIC 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, S.F. Leftover Salmon, 
1p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Women Make Music, w/ The 
Muddy Roses, The Bootcuts, Margaret Belton, Jessica 
Rose, Michele Kappel-Stone, 3 p.m.., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. “Americana Jukebox,” 
w/ Three Times Bad, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Z Space: 450 Florida, S.F. Rachel Garlin, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Gail Dobson Quintet, 
8 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 


DRINKS » FOOD » MUSIC 


ee 


THURS 12/11 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


HOTR td 
TM OB 


SAT 12/20 7PM & SUN 12/21 5PM $24 
ADV / $27 DOOR / $17 DISCOUNT 


THEGHRISTMASJUGBANO 
a 4 ck & vw [2/27 8PM S20 ADV / $22 ah 
tk 


TUES 207 7PM ADV / $22 " 
PIMPS OF JOYTIME 

WED (2/31 9PM $47 ADV / $53 DOOR / 
$102 VIP DINNER 


PIMPS OF JOYTIME NYE 
CELEBRATION 





Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, S.F. Shawn Ryan: 
A Merry Little Xmas, Dec. 6-7, 7 p.m., $25-$40. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, S.F. Jason Marsalis Vibes 
Quartet, inthe Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $40. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. The Robert 
Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. BrazilVox, Darren Johnston's 
Broken 4Tet, MSK.fm, 10 p.m. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Fito Reinoso, 
10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “El SuperRitmo," 
w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5 before 
Tl p.m. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, S.F. “Carnaval 
del Sur,’ w/ Eddy Navia & Pachamama Band, 8:30 
p.m., free. 


415-655-5600 
md ESO Fillistec Sic Siq 
WH @ THEADDITIONSF 
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Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, S.F. El Dasa, 
8 p.m., $45. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Jarekus Singleton 
Band, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Patty Bobo, 
6:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Bobbie Webb & Smooth 
Blues, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. The Jukes, First Saturday 
of every month, 4 p.m.; Daniel Castro, First Saturday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Robert Walter's 
Holiday Folly, 9:30 p.m., $18 advance. 
SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Mint Condition, 8 & 
10 p.m., $45. 
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More Reviews, 


More News 
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Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Saturday Night Soul 
Party," w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, and Paul 
Paul, First Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10 
($5 in formal attire). 


SUNDAY 12/7 
ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Pallbearer, 
Solstafir, Mortals, 7:30 p.m., sold out. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., S.F. Gorilla Music Battle of the 
Bands, w/ Lies Upon the Innocent, The Brian Butruce 
Band, The Space Monkees, East Bay Special, Trez 
Maschine, The Rightsiders, Big Me, 5:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Qui, The Loyalists, Sun 
Prayrie, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, S.F. No Sir, Scalped, 
Provos, 7 p.m., $10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Seeing Red, Pandora's 
Hammer, The Yes-Go's, The Grandpa Paws, 8 p.m., $10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Before the Brave, 






—— 
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Grow & Twine, Osage, 8:30 p.m., $5. 
Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. The Deadlies, The 
Reefriders, 4 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. ‘Big Top,"’ 9 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Dub Mission," w/ DJ 
Sep & J-Boogie, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Stamina,” w/ Lenzman, Loxy, 
Lukeino, Jamal, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Sweater Funk,” 
10 p.m.., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Stretch Sunday,” w/ Lauren 
Lane, Sharon Buck, Mozhgan, Lisbona, Kimmy Le 
Funk, more, 9 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Outpost,” w/ Kit 
Clayton, Noetic, Nackt, CM-4, free. 


HIP-HOP 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. “Return of the 





—_ 
: 
ak ( 
'- 
, fe} 


he 2.44 


INTE = 


WINTER KICKOFF DEC 5-13 


Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Ghostface 
Killah, 9 p.m., $30. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Natasha Miller, Per- 
forming holiday songs from The Season and What 
Christmas Means to Me, 7 p.m., $18-$22. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. The 
Klipptones, The Hot Baked Goods, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 
Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver, S.F. The Wee Trio, 4 p.m., $20 

suggested donation. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, S.F. Henry Hung & Secret 
Mutants, 7 p.m., free. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, S.F. Shawn Ryan: 
A Merry Little Xmas, Dec. 6-7, 7 p.m., $25-$40. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Lavay Smith & 
Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, 


vy‘ ll 
ade deieed ” 








S.F. Community Music Center Teen Jazz Orchestra, 
directed by Marcus Shelby, 4 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, S.F. Jason Marsalis Vibes 
Quartet, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 5:30 & 7 p.m., 
$40. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Bob Margolin & Bob 
Corritore, 7 &9 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Nat Bolden, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Blues Power, 4 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. Hillbilly Hootenanny 
West Side Revue, First Sunday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., S.F. Rent 
Romus’ Lords of Outland, United Separatists, 7:30 
p.m., $8-S10. 
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FREE CONCERT DECEMBER 13 
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THROW. — BEAUTIFUL BABES 
YOUR BACK 
OUTTA WHACK LIVE ON STAGE 
WITH Introducing 
Siniste Condor Cuties 


Rocky 
Kimber 
Michelle 
Astrid 


Ember 


f & Quinn 
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Broadwa & Co umbus 
www.condorsf.com 415¢781 .8222 
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D & WILL SELL OUT! 
1 OR TABLE NOW AT 


W.CONDORSF.CO! 
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MONDAY 12/8 


ROCK 
Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. The Cry!, Sticky Valen- 
tines, 8:30 p.m., $6. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Bad Vibes, Bad 
Future, Pleasure Gallows, Tyrone & The Mavericks, 
DJ Raton Rose, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., S.F. ‘Death Guild,’ 18+ dance 
party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘‘M.0.M. (Mo- 
town on Mondays)," w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and 
Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Z-Man, DJ True Justice, 
Vocab Slick, Pure Powers, World Class Humans, Tragic 
Ill Vibe, Johnny Active, 9 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Toshio Hirano, Second 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m.., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, S.F. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 
p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. City Jazz 
Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Preacher Boy & Big 
Bones, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 12/9 


ROCK 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. The Pam & Jeri 


SICQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


Axperls in 
Fuxedo- Rentals 


& Sales 


"2366 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415. 624. 7729 


VZOOTS TSTORE COM 





Show, Skip the Needle, Dillbilly, 8 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Vesper 
Sails, Windham Flat, Pit Stains, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Peaking Lights, 8 p.m., 
$16-S18. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Why These Coyotes, Sockthief, 
BullyWest, 8 p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Agata, Ancient Rites, 
Cloak, DJ CLZA, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Supersuckers, The 
Atom Age, The Memphis Murder Men, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “High Fantasy," w/ 
DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “Tutu Tuesday,” w/ resident DJ 
Atish, Second Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $10 
($2 in a tutu before 11 p.m.). 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. ‘“Soundpieces,” 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & 
Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Songwriter in Res- 
idence: Alan Monasch, continues through Dec. 30. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. The Devil’s Chord, MKRY, 
Ray Vaughn with Ed Rawlings, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Craig Ventresco 
& Meredith Axelrod, Second Tuesday of every month, 
8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., S.F. Terry Disley’s 
Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Clifford Lamb, 
Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F. ‘‘Tuesday Night Jump," 
w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


INTERNATIONAL 
F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating 
resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 
9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 
REGGAE 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. “Bless Up," w/ Jah Warrior 
Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 
BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. Sweaty Blues 
& Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. “Bay City Blues,” w/ 
Chris Cain, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. G.G. Amos Duo, 5:30 p.m. 


Fisherman's Wharf 


LOLs a, UST 
lo. G0 


Wednesday, December 3th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


TIMPHOCKENBER RY 
SOLO}PIANOMVOCALS 


Thursday, December 4th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
JAMESPMICHAEL DAY, 
Friday, December 5th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
KYMBERLYSIACKSON 
Saturday, December 6th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
ROBERTSHOLEY WOOD 
JENKINS 
Sunday, December 7th | 8:00PM- 12:00AM 


SUNDAYQIAZZENIGHT 
FEATJPRESTONSIURNER IG JAMES) MICHAELNDAY, 


3) ale COFFEE ic) A M 


San Francisco, CA. 
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REAL FUN 




















I'm 5’3”" 
36B-27-36 





Incalls/Outcalls 
SF/Eastbay 
Panamanian. 
Creole 


910.619.5035 
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For More Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 
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See who's online now! PAMPERED OASIS 


Surrender to bliss, simply receive & be 
nurtured. Sweet Accommodating Busty 
Curvy Playmate. | Enjoy Catering To 
Mature Gentlemen. All My Sessions Are 
Tailored To Fit Your Needs Private Oakland 


Yo sh, 
Angela (510) 677-2388 


CLASSY SENSUAL ASIAN SWEETHEART 
READY T YOU! 
Independent professional massage 
therapist ready to give the Elite Deserving 
Club Voice M.A.L.E. Gentlemen a relaxing sensual pampering. 

(Ultra M4M Chat) Private Oakland Incall close to Lake Merritt. 
1-206-876-6669 Call Halle at 707-701-1807 
L.D. rate apply 18+ 


Call the VIP Club 
(America’s HOTTEST talkline) 
1-869-662-4422 SWEET & PETITE 
Int. LD hig For a Great Massage, 
Hie eee aN Call Ally at 650-630-3815 










10,000+ 
4 
TOYS 


EDIBLE SEXUAL 
PRODUCTS, 
BDSM, XXX DVD 
+STREAMING 

& MORE 


XXXBEDROOM 


g- 


REAL talkwitHHorT 
HORNY  LOCALGIRLS 
oc] | - 7 


L’Amour $pa Massage 
The Best Relaxation Massage in Town 


602 Jackson St at Kearny in $F 
415 78) 5224 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Under New 
Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 


Asian Massage 
- 2 


2068 Mission St. 2nd dor or 
415-552-6800 9am-9pm 
b/t 16th/17th neanal 6th St. Bart 


EMPIRE 


Open 7 Days a Week 
Oam - midnight 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


428 O'Farrell St. @ Taylor 
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


415-441-4133 


FREE DRY SAUNA 
W/BODY MASSAGE 


BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER 


\. | 


| (415)345-9793 
OPEN 2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE, CA 94115 
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TOANISORM 


266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 





a ist) as. 48 Or (slo lam Roleorejilela 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





SERVICES EMPLOYMENT 


QUEENS 


HEALTH CENTER 


_. MASSAGE 


beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 


e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 
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CMT. Oluatity" Asian Massena 
ig Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 











Meet Shirley, CMT 


_ Private Garage Parking 6 Years Experience 





940 Bush Street < CA 94109 415- 367- 8825 


was 2 















































NORTH 
AMERICA’S 


BUSIEST 
CHAT LINE 


\ FREE 
w\. TRIAL 


QuestChat” 





DOWNLOAD 


i FREE APP 


for Elie, eee eons San Jose site Sed eis 
Santa Rosa 707.583.1111 Other Cities 1.888.257.5757 


25/50mi AHORA EN 
—i® questchat.com oe US Bee el 









*18+ RESTRICTIONS APPLY 





* Pain Relief ® Relaxation 

° Friendly © Certified 
Professional Masseuses 

*Quiet Place with 
Private Room 

°Free Steam & Shower 

° Foot Massage 

° Body Massage $39 


















4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 


zm (445) 379-9888 


CRAND OPENING 


1347 DIVISADERO ST. 
(between Ellis St. & O’farrell St.) 
SF, CA 94115 — Call: (415) 359-9959 


STARLIGHT SPA 


You'll enjoy our private rooms. 











and stress-free environment! 
HOT TUB BATHS 

MEDIBEADS THERAPY | 
WRAPS 

HOT TOWELS & 

CHRO M0 THERAPY 

SO ttt mn 

So, come_and unwind! 

Pamper yourself! 
450B JONES ST (CROSS ST. O'FARRELL ST) 
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GRANB @PENING 


JK MASSAGE THERAPY 


Professional 
Chinese 
Girls 


1927 Ocean Ave injSF_. 
415-585-6188, 
Bring in Ad for *10 Discount 


J & M HEALTH SPA 


Deep Tissue & Swedish Massage 





* $45/HR FULL BODY MASSAGE 

*° $35/HR BODY &S FOOT MASSAGE 

* FREE CUPPING & HOT STONE 

© OPEN DAILY 10-10 © EASY PARKING 


2655 Judah Street 415-655-1367 


ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60 minutes ‘Awesome 
Full Body,Massagey Not 45,0r'55 


apd oX-Va (Take Mooi OlallelUl-marelite Mm Colite 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
' NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Computer/IT: Rodan & Fields, LLC is 
seeking a Sr. net Dvplr for its San Fran- 
cisco, CA Ictn to act as the Technical 
Lead for Enterprise Services team (E.S.) 
for SOA based Architecture, Design & 
Dvlpt. Must have a Bach of Eng Deg 

or foreign deg equivlt in Comp Sci or 
ritd fld + 5 yrs exp in ritd occptn of s/w 
dvplImnt in Microsoft Technologies, 

4 yrs exp in each of the following: 
design, analysis, & coding using C# & 
ASP.NET; & design & dvlpmnt using 
SQL RDBMS & 3 yrs exp in each of the 
following: S/w dvlpmnt Experience 
using REST API; troubleshooting & 
maintenance of existing applctns in 
Production (Live Applctns); & Code Re- 
view Process. Send cover Itr & resume 
to Rodan & Fields, LLC, HR - Job # Sr. 
net Developer, 60 Spear Street, Suite 
600, San Francisco, CA 94105. 


Manager, Software Engineering - Capital 


One Services II LLC in San Francisco, CA; 
Mult pos avail: Lead technical design, 
development, modification, and imple- 
mentation of computer applications 
using existing and emerging technology 
platforms with responsibility for overall 
delivery of software applications. 
Requires Master's degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engn/ClS/rel tech field & 2 
yrs exp in job offered or app dvplmt, OR 
Bachelor’s or higher degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engg/ClS/rel tech field & 5 
yrs prog, post-bacc exp in job offered 
or app dvlpm. Must pass company’s 
assessment. To apply, visit www.capital- 








Sys Analyst - Supply Chain to analyze 
existing supply chain mgmt S/W, current 
tech specs, & new technologies to 
improve systems structure. Reqs: BS 
CompSci +3yrs exp as Sys Analyst/Sys 
Consultant. Exp must incl: serve as cus- 
tomer liaison; design & implement SCM 
systems; C#; ASP.net; Java; HTML; XML; 
& AJAX. Work site/interview: San Fran- 
cisco, CA. Mail resume to: G. Cheong, 
Sephora USA, 525 Market St 32nd Flr, 
San Francisco CA 94105. Principals Only. 
No calls please. EOE 


COMPUTERS 

Technical Directors in San Francisco, 
CA. Desgn VFX animation, procedural 
& dynamic simulation, rigid body sim- 
ulation, and particle & fluid sys for use 
in feature film animation productions. 
Dvlp character rigs & animation setups. 
Reqs: Bachelor's + 3 yrs exp. Apply: 
Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. 
LLC, Attn: E. Wintner, Job ID#TD5, P.O. 
Box 6992, Burbank, CA 91510-6992. 





SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos 
1, 2,3 Bedroom Rentals 
1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 
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BEST PRICE ¢ BEST SERVICE 





MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 


REALDOCTORS 
REALCARE 


» 


DN) 











855A Haight St. SF 











one.com/careers, then search keyword 

“Manager, Software Engineering” or CALL 415-536-8158 INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 
requisiton ID 769605. renewal Ss (4 | 5) 83 ! | 032 
Business Intelligence Data Scientist: SOUTH LAKE TAHOE OR Vv 1S! T ¥ 

GREE, Int'l, Inc. Perform data analysis ‘ ~ sf 

& devip statistical models for data CONDO ‘ ec .<com 
mining. Resume to: Midori Takeda, at the base of Heavenly - Ski in/ WWW SF WEEKLYCOM { wi th th 15 ad ) 4 

Francisco, CA 94107. everything. 2BR, 2 Bath, 1100 s/f, FOR DETAILS 





wifi, cable, 2 flat screens. Centrally 
located within 2 miles from the 
casinos and 1 mile from the lake. 
Community hot tub just steps 
away off the deck. Call Carolyn 
Carman at (916) 612-2172 for 
details or visit Best Tahoe Cabin 
Rentals | Ski Chalet Rental | Lake- 
house | South Shore Drive | South 
Lake Tahoe Holiday Rentals to 
view Sitzmark Condo. 


Senior PHP Engineer: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Software systems engineering for 
onlinem gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flr., San Francisco, CA 94104. 


ID CARD 


AVAILABLE 
SAFE * 


74/7 OPEN DAILY 
VERIFICATION | 1-/ 


AFFORDABLE + CONFIDENTIAL 


VALIDATED 


PARKING @KEZAR 





Staff Data Analyst: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Statistical data analysis for online and 
mobile gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Fir., San Francisco, CA 94104 











cough! 


{©} mitey 


DO YOU HAVE BLADDER LEAKAGE? 


Does it happen when you laugh, sneeze, cough or exercise? 
Are you a woman over 18 with these symptoms? 
Have you had these symptoms for more than 6 months? 


You may be eligible to participate ina 
Female Stress Urinary Incontinence Clinical Research Study. 


Call (855) 344-1064 


to speak with a study representative for further information about the study. 











CAUTION: Investigational product. 
Limited by FDA regulations to investigational use only. 
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BicenseciMedicaliDoctonsraKe se Konjicliing) 


PriGgekess EValviations, 
GICTTSETES 


2¢ 


New/ Patients 


we QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards 

Walk-ins Welcome 

Beware! Some)Clinics Come‘and(Go and})Your 

Recommendation Will be)\Worthless >» «i 
Don’t\take’a chance. We Are The Oldest/and Most >. #1 MOST 
Dependable. TRUSTED 
Only/Our/Doctors Will Support You in Court at Our 
Expense)if;needed: “i 


. 3490 20th St. 3rd Floo 
4'1155796°2254 sanfrancisco, CA S411 0 
www.PriceLessEvaluations.com 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenings 

12noon-12midnight. incall Outcall 415-435-7526 









Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 





NOB HILL CAT CLINIC 
Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 


Retail Locations: 





San Francisco—Union Square 
San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto— University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 


Text AASTORE + zip code to 
23000 to find American Apparel 
locations nearest you. 








Suite A110 


-COMPASSIONATE HEALTH 


est of the 
. BF. sest DOCto, 






7 Bay 





‘Dr. Hanya Barth 


Ze ey | hae py 





Made in USA—Sweatshop Free 
americanapparel.net 


BAY’S BEST FOR LESS - WHY PAY MORE? 


FRA 5 Hoe OF THE 


347 Visine 
TOP SHELF 


PREMIUM 


DMCe INciuOeSs tax 









Vettel wet) preeertetin of COegewl 
—_ =a 





The Little 
" Red Dress. 
















American Apparel 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


I85SA Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC (3 


(415) 831-1032 /y 
gecsf.com e 






CHC vV¥ dis ~é 


~ARD 24/7 OPEN DAILY /ALIDATED 


VERIFICATION | I= PARKINGG@KEZAR 
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Nide se ection of clones. 
“cand seeds available. 
Stop in-today,to get your 


- ~ die 
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ate | 





- 
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2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 a 
www.mybpg.com 
510.540.6013 





SUMMER SPECIALS 
Free gift with every ID card purchase. 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm 


77 McAllister St, Ste. 200, San Francisco 
(Market/Givic Bart Station, next to Bakery) 
800-510-6490 | a 


=. | 
2% ™ 


8, 
St 


Walk-ins welcomed $45 


NEW 
PATIENTS 


All patients are seen by a California Licensed MD *Medi 2=e-—~~ 


—— =. oe 







DI wie &) ne Owned & Operated by CA Licensed MD 


WE MATCH ANY LOCAL 
COMPETITORS PRICE 


G awe PROOF ete AD 
SENEWAL** rovers AN | ADT Ne 

From any doctor wi N AN IP 

gQo000o Sie te 

: MMsDOcTOR.cOM 


** NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. MUST PRESENT AD. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AT MMJDOCTOR.COM/ADS-TERMS/ *BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. COUNTDOWN STARTS WHEN YOU SUBMIT PAPERWORK, ENDS WHEN IT IS YOUR TURN. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 








LOCATIONS * 


